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ARE YOU READY?
Sandy Darling
Are you ready for the new season? In 2017 we
recruited about a dozen new members, and this
has inspired much of the content for this newsletter.
We have a series of articles that we hope will be
useful to both new and returning members. These
cover reference materials available, arrival times of
various species, optimal weather conditions for
migration and techniques used to identify some of
the challenging birds of 2017. In addition, we have
an articie about the Corpus Christi fail count, where
Matt Mills was a counter in both 2016 and 2017.
Matt will also be speak on April 28 at the dinner
about Hawkwatching in Western North America.
Matt has some great photos and you will find that
the sites are different from our experience in the
east.
Are you ready to help? All of us benefit from the
wind-shelters and other features at Beamer. Help
us set up on March 1 - willingness is the primary
skill needed. Simply show up at 10:00 a.m. If you
can help at the Open House on March 30, please
talk to any member of the executive.

positions for ten years or more, and we need
renewal.
For any organization to be healthy it
needs new blood and willing volunteers. We on the
executive benefited greatly from the energy of
Bruce Mackenzie in recent years, but Bruce has
another project in Grimsby where he needs to
spend time. Thank-you, Bruce, for all your work!
Matt Mills represents the future generation and we
need more people like him who are under seventy!
We can use any or all of the following skills: writing,
organizing events, computer or website skills,
financial or statistical knowledge, and many more.
If you want to see the Hawkwatch continue, you
need to step forward.
Let's look forward to a great season and some
rejuvenation!
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Valuable Hawkwatching
Are you ready to count or learn how to do so?
Last year we had more uncovered days than usual
and this year some of our seasoned counters have
indicated that they may not be as available as last
year. For the migration counts to be valid, we need
new counters. All of us had to start somewhere,
and it was usually by standing close to a
knowledgeable person. If you are willing to help
count or want to learn, please contact Mike Street.
Are you ready to help run the organization?
Most members of the executive have been in their
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Socializing and the bucket raffle will begin at 5:00
LEARN ABOUT HAWK-WATCHING IN
WESTERN NORTH AMERICA AT THE DINNER zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
p.m., and the pre-supper wine and cheese at 5:15.
The Annual Meeting and Dinner will again be held
at St Andrew's Church Hall in Grimsby on
Saturday, April 28, and we hope that you will attend
and bring guests. The speaker - our own Matt
Mills - will discuss Hawkwatching in Western
North America. Matt has spent a lot of time in the
west, and assures us that hawk-watching sites and
the nature of hawk-watching are different from our
experience at Beamer, so it will an interesting
evening.
Matt grew up in Dundas, Ontario and first became
interested in raptors when he was six years old. At
age twelve a copy of zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Hawks in Flight by Dunne,
Sutton and Sibley inspired Matt to observe autumn
raptor migration from
his own backyard.
Encouraged by Mike Street, Bruce Duncan, Rob
Photo: James Petersen
Dobos and other HNC and NPH members to
pursue birding at a young age, Matt began
Dinner will start around 6:15. As always, we
volunteering at Beamer in high school.
welcome donations for the bucket raffle - please
contact a member of the executive if you can make
Since then Matt has travelled extensively in the
a donation. Tickets are $40.00 for members and
ll'le_sJern .Llnited
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
States for education, a .variety of.; ~ $50AJO for non-members.
Please.. - .contact ~ ,
research projects, and, what else, but counting
member of the NPH executive (see page 10) to
migrating raptors. Hawkwatch International invited
obtain tickets.
Matt to count at the Corpus Christi Texas
Hawkwatch during the 2016 and 2017 fall seasons.
2018 NPH OPEN HOUSE
Matt writes about his experience later in this
newsletter. He has also served the past three years
FRIDAY, MARCH 30
counting at Beamer and on the NPH executive.
The 2018 Open House will be on Good Friday,
Matt will describe western migration hotspots from
March 30 at Beamer. This should
the Arctic to the Gulf of Mexico. Hawk-watching
has traditionally been an eastern phenomenon
since its inception at Hawk Mountain, Pennsylvania
in the 1930s, but is still expanding west of the
Mississippi.
Matt's talk on Hawkwatching in
Western North America will feature stunning
photographs of the unique raptors and expansive
landscapes awaiting our discovery in the Rocky
Mountains, Great Plains, Pacific coast and
southwest. Dark morph buteos (photo on this page
of a Broad-winged Hawk), rare southwest and
Texas specialties, eye-level mountain ridge views,
abundant eagles and more serve to illustrate why
the West is an incredible place to rediscover the
joys of hawkwatching.
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variety of raptors, and possibly the first Osprey of
the season. We hope that the day and fine weather
will draw lots of raptors and crowds. Counting will
take place from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and the
Open House hours are 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Live
birds, such as the Golden Eagle on the previous
page, will again on display the live birds - for many
this is the major attraction of the day.
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VALUABLE HAWK·WATCHING RESOURCES
Sandy Darling
As hawk-watchers we view birds in migration once
or normally at best twice a year, and so we can all
benefit from taking time before the season starts to
refresh our knowledge base. There are a number
of resources available for us to do this, and for
someone who is new to hawk-watching these
resources may be especially valuable.
The
purpose of this article is to remind you of the
materials that you can draw on and how to find out
more about them. So, what is available?

The Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority is a
great help in organizing this event and it brings
many people to one of the authority's sites. Our
work would be much more difficult without the great
support we receive from them in preparing the site,
putting up banners and directional signs, and
bringing in tables and benches. The Hamilton
Naturalists Club is our other sponsor this year and
we thank them for their support.
The event
provides a forum for other nature groups and we
hope to have over ten exhibitors. Mike Street will
give two talks on raptors and their migration, and
there will also be a children's program provided by
Carla Carlson of Niagara Nature Tours. We shall
make best efforts to get a truck with food and
drinks, but our experience is that we cannot
guarantee arrival,,
__. _.,.
.

Standard bird guides: all birders must possess at
least one guide to North American birds, and many
of these are useful to get a quick overview of the
raptors that we may see on the Niagara peninsula.
Each of you will have your preference so this article
will not spend time on specific guide-books. You
will soon find, however, that these standard guides
do not give the level of detail that is desirable for
identifying hawks flying at various distances and
angles, and so one is soon looking for more
specialized reference materials.
Hawks in Flight1: This is probably the most widely
used, specialized book, and it covers all the raptors
of the United States and Canada. The second
edition is a great improvement on the first edition
and has extensive text supplemented with coloured
photographs. Species are grouped into families
(buteos, accipiters, etc.) and the species within the
family are discussed. The second edition was
reviewed extremely favourably in newsletter #47 in
August 2013. If I were buying one book, this is the
one I would chose.

NPH NAME BADGE
For the 2018 season we are purchasing name
badges for all our regular counters so that visitors
may know who members of NPH are. We hope
that this will promote the hawkwatch and enable
visitors to direct questions. If you are not a regular
counter but would like such a name badge, you
may order one by using the membership renewal
form and paying $7.00. The deadline for ordering
is March 31, because we can minimize costs by
ordering badges together. The badges are held in
place by a magnetic clip and a sample appears
below.

The Crossley 1.0. Guide - Raptors2: This book
uses a different form of presentation that reflects
how people learn. There is less text and more
photos of birds from different angles with quizzes at
the end of each chapter. The photos with the
quizzes are particularly valuable, because different
species of raptors within a family appear in the
same photograph so that one can compare and

NIAG.AftA PENINSUl.A

1 Peter Dunne, David Sibley, Clay Sutton zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZY
Hawks in Flight: The
Flight Identification of North American Raptors (Second
edition) Houghton Mifflen Harcourt Company 2012
2 Richard Crossley, Jerry liguori, Brian Sullivan The Crossley ID
Guide - Raptors Princeton University Press 2013

HAWKWATCH
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angles. Some years ago I saw a rarity from my car
as it sat slightly above me and the only way I could
check the underside of the tail was from photos guidebooks did not provide that detail.

contrast birds in flight, whereas most guides deal
with one species at a time. This was reviewed
favourably in newsletter #48 in February 2014.

Hawks from Every Angle - How to Identify
YouTube videos: All the migrating birds that we
Raptors in FlightzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
3: This guide includes 339 color
see are flying and the nature of the flight is part of
photos in 68 plates, and compares and contrasts
how one identifies the birds. Books and photos
similar species. It also deals with the impact of light
may describe flight, but there is nothing like seeing
conditions, molt on overall shape and aberrant
what the flight pattern looks like. While there are
plumages.
not as many YouTube videos as there are
photographs on the internet, searching on YouTube
Hawks at a Distance - Identification of Migrant
Raptors": This book emphasizes distant birds
can provide some good videos. Sometimes there
more than some of the other books do. The text is
is an added benefit if the bird is vocalizing. I once
had a raptor calling as it flew, but I could not find
supported by 558 color photos and 896 black and
the sound in traditional audio materials or standard
white photos.
sources on the internet. I wanted to see the flight
and so went to YouTube to find the bird flying and
App from Hawkwatch lnternatlonat": This app,
making the sound I had heard.
prepared by Hawkwatch International, on Raptor 10
is available from the Apple Store. More birders are
Watching, asking and listening: I find that I can
moving away from books towards apps that can be
read about birds and view images of them, but what
used in the field on a smart phone. Such apps can
the bird is like does not get imprinted until I actually
provide more flexibility and one has reference
see it. There is no substitute for time in the field
material readily at hand. The images in this app
are of excellent quality and one thing that this app
spent watching, and practice will make identification
cem do that books cannot is to provide vid~9,S of
_e~s~~r,J~" rng~.~,,"Y9U,.., 99-·, .•. ",There:,,_ .ar~~. m?l}Y.,
birds in flight. This was reviewed favorably in·
knowledgeable people watching hawks at Beamer
so do not be afraid to ask questions even if they
newsletter #54 in February 2017; one minor
sound trivial. We all had to start somewhere. The
drawback (maps requiring internet connectivity) will
other thing to do is to stand with good hawknot be a problem for those watching at Beamer.
watchers and listen to what they say they are
seeing and how they decide what the species is. I
Cornell webinar: If you want a more formal
have learned more in this way than from books.
approach, you can enrol in up to six webinars on
We shall be there from March 1 to May 15, so
raptor identification prepared by the Cornell Lab of
come along, but spend some time preparing before
Ornithology. Each webinar costs US$12.99, and
the season starts.
you can download approximately 50 PowerPoint
slides for each one without charge. The first two
deal with getting started and other things to use.
WHAT ARE THE BEST WEATHER CONDITIONS
Webinars 3 to 5 deal with birds by family group and
FOR SEEING RAPTORS AT BEAMER CA?
the sixth covers rarities.
Mike Street
Photographs on the internet: These days there
When I first started watching hawks at Beamer CA
are thousands, if not millions, of photographs on
people told me different things.
"Don't bother
the internet, and these can be found simply by
coming if the winds are from the North." "Don't
typing
in something
like "[species
name]
bother coming if the winds are from the Northeast."
photograph". In this way one can check out details
"Don't bother coming if the winds are from the
of what you saw and see birds from different
Northwest." "South winds are best." Yet at one of
our first Open Houses the winds had a northerly
3 Jerry Liguori Hawks
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
from Every Angle - How to Identify
component and we had over 700 birds! On the
Raptors in Flight Princeton University Press 2005
other hand, I've been there on days with southerly
4 Jerry Liguori Hawks at a Distance -Identification of Migrant
winds
and not a single hawk came through! Note
Raptors Princeton University Press 2011.
that this is not to dismiss the value of wind. Some
4
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kind of wind, from whatever direction, is usually
necessary for a good flight to be observed. Lots of
birds might pass on a calm day but you would be
hard pressed to see them.

end of the flight? Depending on the strength of the
front and the amount of temperature rise
accompanying it, birds could keep coming through
for a couple of days regardless of what the wind is
doing on those subsequent days. Unless there's a
major snow storm or gale force winds now coming
from the north, birds that came a little further
behind the warm front will still keep moving north
for a day or two, past Beamer if we're lucky.

Over time I realized that the best time to go to
Beamer to see hawks was when there were hawks
to see! That sounds silly, but it's true in the sense
that, if conditions are right, the birds will honour the
Hawkwatcher's Prayer, "Here they come." So what
are those conditions?

It is equally important to ask what will keep
hawks from coming to Beamer today or
tomorrow. A cold front coming today from the
north, with northerly winds behind it, will keep
migrating birds down and migration will stop until
the front works its way south and peters out. It is
also necessary to see what happened south of us
yesterday and the day before. If a storm system
was active in the American states below Lake Erie,
it could and likely will stop northward migration until
it works its way to the Atlantic, meaning no birds at
Beamer for a day or two or even three. We've all
watched weather reports of a massive snow storm
hitting Buffalo, only 60km from Beamer, while the
skies over the Niagara Peninsula are clear and
blue. There's little point being at Beamer on a day
like that.

We all know that raptors need lift in order to
migrate. We all know that they can get lift from
winds blowing in off the lake and pushing up the
Niagara escarpment. We all know that they can get
lift from thermals forming over the farm fields to the
south or over the Grimsby plains to the north. If
there are no birds to lift, however, these two lift
methods are useless.
Once spring approaches, raptors coming to
Canada for the summer start moving from the
south, from Central and, in a few cases, South
America, and from Mexico, Cuba, Florida, and
Texas. The majority of them hitch a ride in the air
moving north behind a warm front. This is the
first and most tmportant weather element a
hawkwatcher should look for. From early March
into May, if a warm front is approaching the Niagara
Peninsula, there will almost certainly be hawks
coming right behind it.

What about situations when today's forecast calls
for rain? Unfortunately, television and radio
forecasts often emphasize the bad parts without
putting them into perspective with regard to timing
or location. Yes, it may rain today - but not until
8PM! Yes, it may rain or snow all day in Torontobut not at Beamer! The best way to check these
factors is to look at the hourly details found on The
Weather Network's site for Hamilton or St.
Catharines at https:llwww.theweathernetwork.com

Use the weather maps provided by Environment
Canada, the Weather Network or Intellicast to look
for an approaching warm front. Simple, yes? Not
quite. The first thing to check is whether or not the
front is expected to go past the Niagara Peninsula
into central Ontario. Sometimes the natural climatic
barrier provided by Lake Erie can slow a front down
so that it stalls before getting to Beamer. There's
nothing worse than standing on the tower watching
the solid but unmoving line of a front to the south.

Although the notes above are meant to guide hawkwatchers, there will be exceptions. Mother Nature
will see to that!

Normally the wind right behind a warm front at
Beamer will be from the same southerly direction
the front is travelling. This was the situation on 15
April 1994 when a warm front started to arrive
around noon. By the end of the day over 2,200
raptors, including our first and only Swallow-tailed
Kite (so far), as well as a Swainson's Hawk (seldom
seen at Beamer) had come through.

CHALLENGING RAPTORS

We are introducing this article, which continues on
page 7, and the photos on page 6 to help new
members learn and continuing members to refresh
memories.
We have selected a number of
situations encountered in the past season and have
described the process used to determine which
species was being seen. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTS

Once a warm front has passed Beamer, is that the

5
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PHOTO GALLERY zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

The photos below complement the article about
challenging raptors, which does not deal with
juvenile birds.
Juvenile birds are not as distinctively marked as
adult birds are, and the photos by Tom Thomas
below give us some good views of juvenile birds. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Red-shouldered Hawk

On page 8 Matt Mills discusses the differences
between Cooper's Hawks and Sharp-shinned
Hawks. The photo below gives a classic view of a
Cooper's Hawk.

Red-tailed Hawk (above) & Broed-winqed Hawk below

Do you have photos to submit? We can always
use them in the newsletter and on the website.
Please send them to darlinga@cogeco.ca. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

6

February 2018

Newsletter #56

Buteos presenting side-views zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Turkey Vulture. When I got binoculars on the bird,

the wings were in a dihedral,

but the dihedral

Counter and observers: Sandy Darling, Tom Thomas
seemed shallow for a vulture and the bird was
and Matt Mills zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
steady, whereas a Turkey Vulture rocks. As the

bird banked I could see that the wings were broad
and so I started to think about Red-tailed Hawk, but
the tail seemed to be too long. Fortunately the bird
came towards the escarpment, but gained height
as it did so with a result that the bird continued to
be distant. There were no other birds in the sky so
that I could focus on the bird and get better views
from underneath. It then was clear that the choice
was between Bald and Golden Eagles. There was
no white visible, as there would have been on an
immature bird. The head was not large as it would
be on a Bald Eagle, and the tail was long relative to
the head as it would be on a Golden Eagle. The
wings on a Bald Eagle appear to be long and planklike, whereas the wings of a Golden Eagle are
much broader with a bulge in the secondary flight
feathers as they were on this bird. The bird was
recorded as an adult Golden Eagle based on size
and color of both head and tail, absence of white
underneath, the bulging secondary feathers on the
wings and the height the bird attained such that it
was no longer visible to the naked eye when I
stopped following it.
" ,

On March 23 2017, 130 Red-tailed Hawks, 54 Redshouldered Hawks and two Rough-legged Hawks
were counted at Beamer, but most were well north
of the tower in a slight haze and so presented side
views only. The usual identifiers of crescents, belly
bands and patagial marks were rarely visible,
because the birds had gained height by the time
they arrived in the north-east corner and glided with
few wing movements across the sky to the north.
What characteristics did the observers and counter
use to identify all the birds except for one
unidentified buteo and one unidentified raptor? The
main characteristics used were overall shape, how
the wings were carried, wing-movement, and
relative sizes of different parts of the birds. The
Rough-legged Hawks appeared lankier with longer
wings, the flap of the wing was slower and "lazier",
and the tail longer in relation to the body; on one
the large amount of white on the tail confirmed the
identification even though it was not possible from
the side view to say whether it was a light or dark
bird.
The main challenge was sorting out the Red-tails
and Red-shoulders. Birds with a defined dihedral
set to the wings could be identified as Red-tailed
Hawks, but for many birds with the wings set in a
glide there was no dihedral. Although the birds
were in a glide, from time to time they needed to
make an adjustment; the Red-shoulders gave
short, quick flaps, whereas the Red-tails usually
made a slight wing adjustments with a "shrug". The
wings on the Red-tails appeared to be broader and
the birds fly with the body flat; the Red-shoulders'
wings appeared to be more pointed, because they
are narrower, and the body is slightly raised at the
front. The day provoked much discussion and
provided
a
wonderful
seminar
for
buteo
identification on a day where most field marks could
not be seen. It was also a good reminder of why it
is important to pay attention to behavior.

Unusual buteo
Counter and observer: Sandy Darling and Darren
Smillie.

May 9 2017 provided an amazing variety of
species, thirteen in total, even though the total
count for the day was only 108. The subject bird
was circling in the north-east corner at eye-level
with the wings in a dihedral. Eagles, vultures,
accipiters and falcons could be eliminated fairly
quickly, so that it was clear that the bird was a
buteo or harrier.
In the dorsal view the head
appeared to be light, the wings and back were dark,
and the tail slate gray with some white at the base
of the tail. This helped to eliminate Northern
Harrier where the white is rectangular and on the
rump, and Broad-winged and Red-shouldered
Hawks, which have bands on the tail. As the bird
circled it was possible to see the underside, which,
although light, appeared to be "dirty"; the wings
appeared to be longish and were examined to see
if there were carpal patches as on a Rough-legged
Hawk, but there were not. The patagial lines of a
Red-tailed Hawk were not observed. Immature zyxwvutsrqpo

A distant, dark bird
Counter: Sandy Darling

On March 9, 2017 a dark bird appeared well out to
the north and my first thought was that it was a
7
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Red-tails and dark-morph
Rough-legs were
considered. In dark-phase birds the coverts would
have been dark; the flight feathers of Rough-legs
would be a striking white and the white on the tail
would have been more extensive. The primary
flight feathers were not showing the light box that
had been evident on immature Red-tails that we
had been observing most of the day. This left
Swainson's Hawk as the remaining buteo. In the
adult the under-wing coverts are light and the flight
feathers dark, so the adult was eliminated. In the
juvenile the flight feathers are a light gray rather
than dark and the coverts are off-white rather than
white, which in combination were giving the
generally "dirty" look.
The head of young
Swainson's appears light in the spring, and the
small white crescent on the gray tail is also
consistent with Swainson's.
It was concluded,
therefore, that the bird was a juvenile Swainson's
Hawk.

on a Coop are straight - the leading edge of the
wing is straight in a full soar, the trailing edge
smoothly tapered, and the tail long, often with a
rounded tip. Cooper's Hawks are often solitary
migrants. Young birds are neatly marked below
with fine streaking on the chest. A close look at an
adult will reveal a dark 'cap' on the head where a
Sharpie would appear 'hooded'.
CORPUS CHRISTI HAWKWATCH:
Jaw-dropping numbers and world class
diversity
Matt Mills

The history and humble beginnings of the Corpus
Christi Hawkwatch somewhat parallel those of our
very own Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch. Through
the 1970s observers casually noted large
concentrations of raptors passing over the region.
From 1988 to 1996 the potential of several satellite
Accipiter Refresher zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
sites was investigated during the two-week Broadwinged Hawk peak in late September and early
Written by
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Matt Mills
October. Finally, in 1997, Hawkwatch International
established
a full-time count at Hazel Bazemore
From late March into early May each spring at.
Pari,
seventeen
miles west of. Corpus Christi in
Beamer the peak of the Stiarp~shirined Hawk
Calallen, Texas.
.
migrations overlaps with smaller numbers of
passage Cooper's Hawks. Small male 'Coops' and
Hazel Bazemore Park is a 77-acre county park
large female 'Sharpies' are notoriously similar in
featuring open grassland, semi-open thorn scrub,
plumage, apparent size, and proportions. These
forest, pond, seasonal wetlands, and riverfront
intermediate
individuals
present
a notable
located on the Nueces river delta. Access is free
identification challenge and source of frustration for
and several easy hiking trails and lookouts bring
hawkwatchers. Luckily there exists a suite of clues
visitors close to bird life.
to differentiate the two. The local breeding pair of
Corpus Christi Hawkwatch is now world famous for
Cooper's Hawks at Beamer presents a golden
awe-inspiring
kettles and a dizzying diversity of
opportunity to compare the sexes both within and
local and migrant raptors. The site also boasts an
between the species.
impressive viewing platform with near panoramic
views of the Nueces River flood plain and
Sharp-shinned Hawk averages smaller, stockier,
comfortable shaded seating. Just to the south of
and less steady in flight. A small head, short and
the hawkwatch is a large stretch of impossibly flat
abruptly tapered wings, and squared tail are classic
farmland which discourages late-day migrants from
Sharpie clues. The leading edge of the wings are
continuing their migration and occasionally brings
often pushed forward even in a full soar, and the
large numbers of raptors down to roost near the
wingbeat is snappy and erratic. Sharpies often
hawkwatch.
migrate in loose groups of 2 to 5. A heavily marked
immature small accipiter is almost certainly a
Hawkwatch International counters staff the platform
Sharp-shinned Hawk.
daily from August 1st through November 30th each
fall. August is Mississippi and Swallow-tailed Kite
Cooper's Hawk is lean, lanky and long. Males can
peak and a great opportunity to enjoy the free
appear deceptively small and compact but have a
outdoor Texas summer sauna. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXW
steadier flight and more purposeful wing beat. Lines
8
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A two-week window in late September and early
October affectionately known simply as 'Peak'
attracts visitors from around the globe to see tens
of thousands of migrating Broad-winged Hawks.
Kettles of all sizes and descriptions rise from the
surrounding coastal plain mid-morning and pass on
all sides throughout the day. At times multiple large
kettles are simultaneously in view and may come
together to form five-digit groups right over the
watch. Beautiful, towering masses of cumulus
clouds serve as an evolving canvas on which high
soaring birds play hide-and-seek with observers.
Broad-winged Hawks comprise the vast majority of
migrants recorded each fall with an average of
535,000. Multiple days of 10,000 to 70,000 birds
occur each fall and mega migrations of over
100,000 are always possible. September 25th to
30th are especially consistent for staggering
numbers. Dark-morph Broad-winged Hawks are
regular in small numbers especially after strong
colds fronts in early October. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Photos: James Petersen
1.

One of the massive kettles

2.

Zone-tailed Hawk

3.

Swallow-tailed Kite

The average sum of all other migrants is about
70,000 but can be as high as 200,000. Other large
volume migrants, with averages and peak times in zyxwvutsrqponm
9
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parentheses, are Mississippi Kites (-14,000, late
August),
Swainson's
Hawks (-7,000,
early
October) and Turkey Vultures (-43,000, mid-to-Iate
October).

where Whooping Cranes arrive in mid-November,
and three hours from migration hotspots on South
Padre Island. The Texas coastal bend supports a
rich diversity of shorebirds, waders and seabirds.

The sheer diversity of raptors possible at Corpus
Christi is another major attraction. Hazel Bazemore
Park attracts Texas specialty raptors like Whitetailed Hawk, Harris's Hawk, Northern Caracara and
White-tailed Kite. Black Vultures are abundant and
omnipresent. Rare migrants like Aplomado Falcon,
Ferruginous and Short-tailed Hawk, and Golden
Eagle are possible while Zone-tailed Hawks are
regular. Swallow-tailed Kites are a late-August
staple and may stop to feed along the river in
groups of two to ten-pius.

The Hawkwatch and surrounding area are a mustvisit. If you go, be sure to check Hawkwatch
International's official website with links to Weather,
Directions,
recent migration Counts, a site
Brochure, and more information. The web address
is https:llhawkwatch.org/migrationlitem/82-corpuschristi-hawkwatch
The hawkwatch viewing platform has running
water, electricity, Wi-Fi access, and a partial roof
that provides shade. There are restrooms in the
park. HawkWatch International crew are on site
every day to answer questions and point out
migrants. Be sure to bring sunscreen, a folding
chair, water and pack a lunch. Nearby Calallen (a
five-minute drive) has modern amenities including
box stores, restaurants and hotels.

The best time for high diversity is after an early
October cold front. Broad-winged Hawks are still
passing in numbers while Swainson's Hawks begin
in earnest. Guaranteed are Sharp-shinned and
Cooper's Hawks in numbers, many American
Kestrel, Merlin, and the potential for 30+ Peregrine
Falcons, Osprey, Northern Harrier and, almost
guaranteed, rarities.

Happy Hawkwatching!

Rarity potential remains high through October as
northern species appear. Bald Eagles are rare but
regular and Red-tailed Hawks of nearly every North
American subspecies and colour morph have
occurred.
In 2017 counters tallied Fuertes,
Krider's, Harlan's, light and dark Western (Calurus),
as well as Eastern (Borealis) Red-tailed Hawks.

N.P.H EXECUTIVE
Statistics
John Stevens
(905) 685 6734 jrstevens@cogeco.ca

South Texas coastal bend weather is hot, humid
and amazing. Highs above 35C are the norm
through August and dip only slightly through
September.
Fiery sunsets and afternoon
thunderstorms help distract from the haze. Strong
cold fronts may drop daily highs into the low teens
later in the season but typical highs remain
comfortably in the 20s even in November.

Secretary
Glenn Barnett
(905) 628 2093 glennbarnett3@cogeco.ca

Treasurer
Mike Street
(905) 648 3737 mikestreet@gmail.com

On top of the raptor migration Hazel Bazemore
Park boasts a whopping 350+ species bird list.
Texas specialties include: Green Jay, Great
Kiskadee, Green Kingfisher, Couch's Kingbird,
Buff-bellied Hummingbird, Olive Sparrow, and
Groove-billed Ani (early fail).
Fall migration is
mostly eastern passerines with a little western
flavour. More birding opportunities are close by as
Corpus Christi Hawkwatch is a mere two hours
from the world-famous birding sites in the Lower
Rio Grande Valley, one hour from Port Aransas

Newsletter
Sandy Darling
(905) 689 7481 darlinga@cogeco.ca

Count Coordinator
Matt Mills
(905) 570-6547 matt.ja.mills@gmail.com zyxwvutsrqponm
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2.

NOTES:
1.
«Species code)
indicates the start of the
normal migration period
at Beamer for that
species. (Species
code» indicates the end
of the period. The same
in bold type indicates the
start or end of the prime
period for that species.
The box in which this
combination is located
indicates the day and
month the period is likely
to start or end.

A number followed by
TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
species initial, followed
by a slash (I)
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
and a twoOS - Osprey
digit number:
SK - Swallow-tailed Kite
In this combination the
MK - Mississippi Kite
largest number of that
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
species ever seen in one
day is given first, and the
NH - Northern Harrier
year it occurred second.
SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
The box where the
CH - Cooper's Hawk
combination is located
NG - Northern Goshawk
indicates the day and
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
month of the event.
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
Example: 655 RS/94 in
SW - Swainson's Hawk
March 23 indicates that
RL - Rough-legged Hawk
the highest number of
FH - Ferruginous Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawks
AK - American Kestrel
recorded in one day
ML - Merlin
occurred on March 23,
PF - Peregrine Falcon
1994.
PR - Prairie Falcon
GY - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

The following information, based on 43 years of data, shows significant events up to January 2018.
The largest number of raptors in a season was 20,368 in 2011.
TV, BE, NH, SS, CH, RT, RL, and AK can begin about mid -February.
MARCH

1

2
<RT
<NG
<TV

8

4

3
<GE

9

zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

5

7

6

<RS

10

11
<RT

<NH

12
<RL
<TV

13
<AK

14
<CH
<RS
44AKl90

15

16
<BV

17
<SS

23

19

29

655 RS/94

30

21
<ML
<PF

1 GY/06

24

25

26

<NH

2 BV/12

20

<BE

744 RT/96

22

18

27
<OS

11 NG/84
19 BE/03

31

46 RU04
Largest count for month: 6,389 in 2011; largest count in one day: 2,080 March 26, 1988
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1

2
<55

zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFED

4

3

5

6

7

zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
7 GE/09
2,021 TV/09

8

50 CH/93

10

9
R5>

<05

11
RL>

12

13

1 FH/92

1605/92

15

17

16

18

CH>

<SW
BE>

19

35 NH/96
1,55655/76

23

20

21

<BW

1 5K194

22

14

<BW

24

25

1 PR/95**

26

1 GY/77

27

6,007
BW/85

28

05>
2 BV/17
1 FH/98*

29

BV>

1 FH/02*

3 PF/15

6 MU96

3 PF/10

30
RT>
TV>
RL>

25W/98*

Largest count for month: 15,012 In 1984; largest count In one day: 7,007 Apnl 21, 1985

MAY

1

2

4

3

5

RS>

7

6
SW>
BW>

PF>
CH>

25W/97*

8

10

9

11

12

55>

16

15
BE>
ML>

13

14

NH>
AK>

17

1 MKl97*
18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

OS>

1 MKl03*

1 MKl12*

22

23

24

29

30

BW, T\I & RT
31 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
may continue

<NH
<SS<NG<AK
<GE

after May 31

Largest count for month: 2,685 In 1980: largest count In one day 1,492 May 4, 1989
• Sighting not reviewed/ accepted by Ontario Bird R ecords Committee
•• First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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