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conferences and worked with many environmental
organizations, while still working at web
programming on the side.
Eventually, he and
another web developer, with whom he was working
on a project, teamed up on a tech startup, which
has developed into Weever Apps Inc. where he is
Chief Information Officer and Co-founder. He is
also a co-author of a published and granted US
patent.

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM CHRISTMAS
BIRD COUNT AND HAWKWATCH DATA?
The Annual Meeting and Banquet will again be held
at St Andrew's Church Hall, 7 St Andrew's Avenue,
Grimsby on Saturday, April 22. Socializing and
the bucket raffle begin at 5:00 p.m., and the presupper wine and cheese at 5: 15. Dinner will start
around 6:15. As always, we welcome donations for
the bucket raffle - please contact a member of the
executive if you can make a donation.

Through the years Rob has explored Hamilton and
other places where he worked, by cycle and hiking,
and used photography as a way to learn more
He has
about birds and identifying· them.
maintained his interest in nature as a balance to his
work-life, and so he tries to get out each day in the
early morning, or on summer evenings or
weekends, and those of us on the Hamilton Birds
group often see his postings. He has used his
programming skills to simplify his recording in the

Tickets are $40.00 for members and $50.00 for
r-'llon-members. Please contact a member of the
NPH executive (see page 6) to obtain tickets.
Our speaker this year is Rob Porter, who is
currently the Field Events Director of the Hamilton
Naturalists' Club (HNC) and compiler of the
Hamilton Christmas Bird Count (CBC). He is a
member of OFO and has led many birding hikes for
both HNC and OFO. As compiler of the CBC, Rob
has cleaned up a lot of the data from earlier years
and used his work-skills to start analyzing the CBC
data. In preparation for his talk entitled "What can
we learn from Hamilton Christmas Bird Counts
and Hawkwatch data?" Rob will also be working
with data supplied by our past counters and eBird
entries. Members of the NPH Executive have
already provided some of their pet hypotheses for
Rob to look at, and it should be interesting to see
what the data can tell us.

What's Inside ...
An Active Season Ahead

2

NPH Scholarship

2

NPH Open House

3

Caracaras: a Follow-up
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Rob developed his interest in nature early by
identifying birds on the family farm, participating in
Review of App: Raptor 10
5
scout programs for fourteen years and by founding
his school's outdoor club.
He first came to
Significance of Hawk Migration
5
Hamilton to study at McMaster, where he earned zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
r>.degrees in Music and in Peace Studies & Theatre
7
Migration Calendar
and Film Studies, while also working as a web
developer/ programmer.
After graduation he
worked for various NGOs, where he organized
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field and has written a program to update the
results easily to eBird. He is now turning these
skills to the analysis of data on bird observations
and we shall be the beneficiaries of some of his
findings.

One of our major educational efforts is the Open,
House, which will be on Friday April 14 and this ..._;
date is in the most productive part of the season.
You can check what may be flying by looking at the
Season's Calendar that appears on the last two
pages of this newsletter. To help our educational
efforts we have sought sponsorships in the last two
years and so have been able to hand out fieldguides to families attending the Open House. We
shall continue this effort, so come join us.

Rob publishes all the tools he writes that interface
with eBird and Audubon data, etc. in the "open
source" which means it is published openly for
others to use and improve. Right now they are
published at https:llgithub.com/rgeraldporter. You
may wish to explore what is available.
We hope to see you for an interesting and
enjoyable evening, when you can chat with all your
hawk-watching friends! If you have hypotheses
that you would like Rob to consider, please send an
e-mail todarlinga@cogeco.ca.

The Ontario Field Ornithologists is organizing a
field trip for its junior members on Saturday April 22
zyxwvutsrqpo
and this will supplement our own educational
efforts. If you can come, you may be able to help
the leaders of this trip and participants in identifying
migrating raptors and other birds at the field. Also
on April 22 is our Annual Meeting and Banquet.
Our speaker, Rob Porter, organizes the Hamilton
Christmas Bird count and has spent time analysing
the resulting data from even more years than the
Hawkwatch has data. Details appear above.

AN ACTIVE SEASON AHEAD
Sandy Darling, Editor
A priority for any organization is to look to the future
so that the organization may continue to fulfil its
purpose and objectives.
We have one of the
richest, uninterrupted tjm€jl . series of data on the
migration of diurnal raptors, and we need to make
sure that we are developing the counters of the
future. Last year we took the significant step of
offering a scholarship to high-school students, who
would spend time counting at Beamer and write
about their experience. We had two excellent
candidates and we were pleased to be able to offer
both of them a scholarship, thanks to a donation of
$500.00 by Peninsula Ridge Estates Winery. In the
fall newsletter we published the report of one
candidate and in this issue we are pleased to
include the report of Zakhar Husak. Zakhar was an
enthusiastic counter and your editor enjoyed Zak's
assistance on more than one occasion.

We shall be assembling the site on March 1 please call Bruce Mackenzie if you can help. As
always, we look for your help in counting whether it
be for one day or 12 days. The executive has been
strengthened in recent years by two additions: Matt
Mills and Bruce Mackenzie. Matt Mills will be
speaking to the Hamilton Bird Studies Group on
February 27 at the Burlington Seniors' Center about
his experience as a counter at the Corpus Christi
Hawk Migration, so please come to support him.
Bruce has done excellent work for us and he has
been active on so many fronts. These activities
have been recognized by the Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority Foundation, which awarded
him the Rt. Hon. John Turner Water: Environmental
Leadership Award.
Bruce is only the second
winner; John Turner was the first. Well done,
Bruce!

We are delighted to announce that Norm Beal, the
President of the Winery, has agreed that the winery
will again sponsor a scholarship in 2017. You may
also remember the promise to donate one dollar for
every bottle of Falcon's Nest Pi not Noir sold from
their retail store. Sales have been good, starting
with members of your executive, who enjoyed the
wine, and so we shall be receiving a larger
donation than expected. You can help us now by
encouraging secondary school students to apply for
the scholarship (application details appear below).

SECOND NPH HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP
COMPETITION
Last year the NPH began a scholarship program for
high school students, and with the generous
sponsorship of Peninsula Ridge Estates Winery
and Restaurant we were able to award two $500.00
scholarships. Thanks to the continued sponsorship\_;
by the winery for a full scholarship, the program will
2
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continue for 2017. We encourage all members to
f'""','isit Peninsula Ridge Estates Winery at 5600 King
Street, Beamsville to show your appreciation and to
sample their fine wines.
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2017 NPH OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY, APRIL 14

The 2017 Open House will be on Good Friday, April
14 at Beamer. This is a date that should provide a
A $500.00 scholarship will be made available to the
good variety of raptors, and we hope that the day
winner of the competition after the winner provides
a letter indicating successful registration at a postand fine weather will draw lots of raptors and
secondary education institution. Should the winner
crowds. Counting will take place from 9:00 a.m. to
not be in Grade 12 the winner will receive a
5:00 p.m., and the Open House hours are 10:00 to
promissory letter for the scholarship once the
3:00. Bruce is again seeking sponsors and we shall
student attends post-secondary education.
continue our educational efforts by distributing field
guides. We shall again have exhibitors and live
Applicants must register with the NPH by March 15,
birds, always an attraction. Mike Street will give
2017 and fulfil the following conditions:
two talks on raptors and their migration, and there
will also be a children's program provided by Carla
Attend a minimum of 8 hours of observation
Carlson of Niagara Nature Tours. We shall make
at the hawkwatch at the Beamer Memorial
best efforts to get a truck with food and drinks, but
Conservation Area in Grimsby spread over
our
experience is that we cannot guarantee arrival.
at least two days.
We
receive great help from the Niagara Peninsula
Submit by June 1 a 500-word essay on
Conservation Authority and our work would be
aspects of hawk migration that the student
much more without the great support we receive
observed or learned about at the hawk
from them in preparing the site, putting up banners
count. Students also zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
have a choice of
and directional signs, and bringing in tables and
submitting a project instead of an essay
benches.
related to hawk migration.
P
CARACARAS: A FOLLOW UzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXW
Applicants do not need to have prior experience
with identification and counting of hawks, but
Sandy Darling
should have a keen interest in nature and must be
willing to learn about hawk identification and their
In our last newsletter we carried an article dealing
migration ecology.
Students will be required to
with increased numbers of sightings of Crested
visit Beamer with a guardian and attend the hawk
Caracaras across the northern U.S.A. and southern
count on at least two separate days to gain their
Canada that first appeared in Hawk Migration
hours in the count season between March 15 and
Studies (Fall 2015). The article reported on four
May 1. Forty per cent of the score will be based on
sightings of at least two birds in Massachusetts in
student evaluations by the official hawk counters,
2015, and other sightings ranging from Washington
and sixty per cent will be based on the essay or
to New York states, and also Nova Scotia. The
project. The hours can be counted towards the 40
author concluded with the followings words, "What
hours of community service required by schools.
is clear is that hawk watchers and counters should
Students are encouraged to attend the Hawkwatch
be prepared, including getting up to speed on
beyond the required minimum of 8 hours. Winners
determining caracara plumages at a distance and
of previous NPH scholarships may not apply.
attempting to photograph any seen."
We encourage all NPH members to bring the
scholarship program to high school students that
you know. Students interested in applying should
contact Bruce Mackenzie (KintaiI52@gmail.com).

This advice is worth following given the appearance
of a Crested Caracara in November 2016 in
Ontario.
The bird was first reported through
ONTBIRDS on November 28 by a person who had
seen a photograph on Facebook by a person who
was trying to identify the bird.
There was a
subsequent report by the same person the
following day, again second-hand, and this zyxwvut
3
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indicated that the bird was south of Wawa. On
Caracaras are part of the family Falconidae and are
November 30 Josh Vandermeulen relocated the
restricted to the new world with most of them in'
bird and posted photos on his blog, one of which
South America. Eleven species of caracara are \..._.I
appears here with his permission. The bird was in
recognized and the Crested Caracara used to be
the town of Michipicotan and subsequent reports
regarded as a single species with a range from the
indicated that it stayed in the same location. The
southern U.S.A. to the southern cone, but both the
last report on ONTBIRDS was posted on behalf of
I.O.C and Clements' check-lists have split it into
Bob Curry and Glenda Siessor, who saw it on
two species.
The Northern Crested Caracara
(I.O.C.) or Crested Caracara (Clements) is found
December 5, and there were no later reports on enorth of the Amazon, whereas the Southern
BIRD. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Crested (I.O.C.) or Southern Caracara (Clements)
is south of the Amazon. They are very similar in
appearance, but it unlikely that we shall have to try
to distinguish between them at Beamer!
Caracaras are usually prominent and easy to
identify because of the long neck so that the head
projection is proportionately much larger than any
other raptor we shall see and the tail is also long.
The wings are plank-like and both of the Crested
Caracaras show very prominent white flashes
towards the end of the wings, as do many of the
caracara species. In open country it usually flies
low to the ground, and will walk on the ground or
perch on posts in an upright position. If the bird is
in a tree, it will normally be prominent. The
challenge for counters may come if the bird is flying
high, because initially one may think that it is an
eagle or a vulture or even a raven. The large white
head, when viewed from underneath or the front,
may suggest a Bald Eagle, and the white flashes
may make one think of a Black Vulture, although
the strong, deliberate flap of a caracara contrasts
with the rapid flaps of a Black Vulture. The tail is
like that of a juvenile Golden Eagle, but, if one is
seeing the tail feathers, there should be plenty of
other features to rule out a Golden Eagle.
Crested Caracara

Photo: Josh Vandermeulen

This article is not meant to be a definitive guide to
identifying Crested Caracaras, and so I encourage
you to spend some time reading whichever hawkidentification guide you use.

This is not the first record for Ontario, but the timing
is unusual, because all previous accepted sightings
have been in July. The first accepted record was of
an adult female on July 18, 1892 on Victoria Island
in Thunder Bay, and the second did not occur until
July 6, 1994 when a bird was reported from Pelee
Island. The third accepted record was from Fort
Albany, Cochrane on July 16, 2002 and this bird's
plumage was described as "definitive basic". There
was also a claim from Ancaster on July 25, 2000
that was not accepted.

[Thanks are due to the Secretary of the Ontario
Bird Records Committee for data on previous
sightings, ONTBIRDS and subscribers for carrying
postings about the caracara in November and
December, and Josh Vandermeulen for his blog
entries and the photograph]
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need some experience to draw attention to the key
characteristics that make the flight of a specific
species unique. I would have liked to see a bit
Phil Waggett zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
more emphasis placed on key field marks.
Personally, I have used this app as a teaching tool
when I was working with the student at the
This app is available at the Apple Store or in 1hawkwatch last spring. It allows for illustrating key
Tunes at a list price of U.S. $9.99 and has been
points and reinforcing specific field marks.
authored by Jerry Liguori and Brian Sullivan.
I also use it as a personal reference with raptors
that are rarely seen in this area such as kites and
Organization & Content
Swainson's Hawk.
Overall, this is another good
resource in the birding toolkit.
The app is divided into two main sections:
Overview and Browse Species. The Overview
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF HAWK MIGRATION
defines the term "raptor" and goes on to explain
that the app covers the 34 species of diurnal
Zakhar Husak zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPON
raptors commonly found in North America and
divides them into eight families: harrier, kites,
[Zakhar was one of our two scholarship winners, and his
accipiters, buteos, falcons, eagles, osprey, and
essay written at the end of the 2016 season follows.]
vultures. The overview covers in a very basic way
One very
the essentials of hawk migration.
Humans have been fascinated by long-distance
valuable component in the overview is the glossary
raptor migration for thousands of years. Accounts
which gives both graphic and verbal explanations of
of hawk migration have been noted throughout
feather identification on birds of prey.
history and have even been remarked on in the Old
Testament
(Job 39:26-29). In recent times, people
Browse Species covers each of the 34 species of
have
travelled
from all over the globe to witness the
/""".jiurnal raptors under five categories: overview,
annual
journey
that raptors uryd~rta~f?'::as{~ey pass
images, video,· range maps, and vocalizations. The
over
prime
observation
sites such' as' Hawk
Overview provides basic detailed information on
Mountain Sanctuary, located along the Appalachian
the size, shape, flight, plumage and migration of
in eastern Pennsylvania, and Eilat, the
flyway
each raptor. Images has excellent quality pictures
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQ
and a busy port on the
southernmost
city of lsrael
of the adults and juveniles, both sitting and in flight,
northern
tip
of
the
Red
Sea,
which provides the
including morphs where appropriate. This section
backdrop
for
an
impressive
spring
migration. Since
also provides side-by-side comparisons of similar
the
late
nineteenth
century,
established
watch-sites
species but, in my opinion, more comparisons are
have
been
used
to
count
rnigrating
raptors
and to
needed. The Videos provide excellent looks at the
study migration ecology.
birds in flight and do a very good job of illustrating
the flight characteristics of each raptor. The Range
The use of migration counts is a critical component
Maps are excellent but several of these require
of a comprehensive monitoring and conservation
internet connectivity. Vocalizations are very good
program. Raptors are considered to be apex
but are of primary use in a raptor's breeding
predators and are sensitive indicators of ecosystem
territory.
health. They are highly mobile birds of prey which
display
secretive behaviour patterns and occur at
How Useful is this App?
low densities. This characteristic complicates data
collection and is the reason that the precision of
This app is an excellent field reference for all
population estimates and trend data are often
hawkwatchers and birders, although the primary
unreliable when it depends solely on assessments
beneficiaries are beginning and intermediatesuch
as the Breeding Bird Survey (BBS). Raptor
experience hawkwatchers. Nothing, including this
migration
season grants a unique opportunity to
app, is a substitute for field experience and
monitor
species
not described effectively by BBS
tutorials, particularly since no resource can cover
alone.
Analysis
of both information pools
(he many "looks" that raptors in the field can give
a
more
accurate
evaluation of the overall
generates
you.
For instance, the videos, while excellent,
picture with regards to population. But the use of
REVIEW OF AN APP PREPARED BY
0YAWKWATCH INTERNATIONAL ON RAPTOR ID
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and 2000. This is substantiated by data tabulated
by the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch at Beamer
Memorial Conservation Area from 1990 to 2000, "-"
where there was a marked rise in the number of
Bald Eagles flying through. The conscientious
efforts of dedicated hawkwatchers have not gone
unrewarded.

migration counts to determine raptor population
trends is not without its limitations.
Open-ended ecological monitoring has been
criticized for failing to address specific questions
regarding the biological objective of interest. The
Raptor Population Index (RPI) Partnership has
taken up this challenge. The RPI program has
been developed in order to monitor and produce
statistically accurate estimates of annual population
and to record trends for each species of migratory
raptor from count sites across North America.
The standardized protocol addresses the following
points:

The allure of hawk migration has supplied an
abundant source of data from which scientists have
been able to glean pertinent knowledge about the
flight mechanics and geography of the migratory
phenomenon. Further and deeper analysis of
raptor migration has made important contributions
to avian ecology and to conservation efforts. The
principles and practice of raptor migration
monitoring should be considered to be an essential
tool in the attainment of conservation goals.
Without a doubt, continent-wide monitoring
expands our knowledge and improves our
understanding of hawks and consequently deepens
our appreciation of the significance of hawk
migration.

1. Why monitor raptors?
2. What parameters should be monitored?
3. How should hawk migration monitoring be
done?
The goal of the RPI on-line system is to enhance
the role that migration monitoring plays in
conservation efforts.
The RPI Partnership
maintains the program in collaboration with Hawk
Migration Association of North America (HMANA),
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary (HMS), Hawkwatch
International (HWI), and Bird Studies Canada
(BSC).

NPH FACEBOOK PAGE
Check out Facebook.com/NPHawkwatch for NPH
news.
During the season we shall update it
frequently with announcements, current migration
highlights, photos and raptor identification tips.

Systematized monitoring protocols have become
one of the most popular methods of recording
raptor populations. They are cost-effective and
easy to implement. The information collected has
been used to determine species diversity, daily and
seasonal timing of migration, volume of migration,
as well as the effect of the weather on each of
these factors. Likewise, these observations have
indicated the behaviour of migrating raptors, such
as the use of specific flight patterns, in addition to
flocking and roosting behaviour. But such data
become more meaningful when spread out over a
period of several years.

We always want photos taken at Beamer especially of raptors - but also of hawkwatchers,
scenery and other wildlife. Please contact Matt Mills
at matt.ja.mills@gmail.com with any questions.
N.P.H EXECUTIVE
Statistics
John Stevens
(905) 685 6734 jrstevens@cogeco.ca
Secretary
Glenn Barnett
(905) 628 2093 glennbarnett3@cogeco.ca
Treasurer
Mike Street
(905) 648 3737 mikestreet@gmail.com

Migration count data have already
documented a 10-year trend for 16 different
species of migrant raptors. This information was
obtained from seven sites with 10 or more years of
count data. All sites were located on a flight path
following an east-west line along the Great Lakes.
Examination of the evidence concluded that Bald
Eagle populations increased an average of 8% in
Eastern North America between the years of 1990

Newsletter
Sandy Darling
(905) 689 7481 darlinga@cogeco.ca
Publicity
Bruce Mackenzie
(905) 973 4869 kintail52@gmail.com

Count Coordinator
Matt Mills
(905) 570-6547 matt.ja.mills@gmail.com zyxwvutsrqponmlkj
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NIAGARA PENINSULA
HAWKWATCH CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL
CONSERVATION AREA

2.

NOTES:
1.
«Species code)
indicates the start of the
normal migration period
at Beamer for that
species. (Species
code» indicates the end
of the period. The same
in bold type indicates the
start or end of the prime
period for that species.
The box in which this
combination is located
indicates the day and
month the period is likely
to start or end.

A number followed by
species initial, followed
by a slash (/) and a twodigit number:
In this combination the
largest number of that
species ever seen in one
day is given first, and the
year it occurred second.
The box where the
combination is located
indicates the day and
month of the event.
Example: 655 RS/94 in
March 23 indicates that
the highest number of
Red-shouldered Hawks
recorded in one day
occurred on March 23,
1994.

Newsletter #54

TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS - Osprey
SK - Swallow-tailed Kite
MK - Mississippi Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
NH - Northern Harrier
SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
NG - Northern Goshawk
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk
FH - Ferruginous Hawk
AK - American Kestrel
ML - Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon
PR - Prairie Falcon
GY - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

The following information, based on 42 years of data, shows significant events up to January 2017.
The largest number of raptors in a season was 20,368 in 2011.
BE>, NH>, SS>, CH>, RT>, RL>, AK> can begin about February 20.

MARCH zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFED

1

2
<RT
<NG
<TV

8

3

4

<GE

10

9

7

6

5
<RS

11
<RT

<NH

12
<RL
<TV

14

13
<AK

<CH
<RS
44AKl90

15

16

<BV

17

23

19

24

29

655 RS/94

30

21
<ML
<PF

1 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
GY/06

25

27

26

<NH
2 BV/12

20

<BE

<SS
744 RT/96

22

18

28

<OS
11 NG/84
19 BE/03

31

46 RU04

/"'""".Largest count for month: 6,389 in 2011; largest count in one day: 2,080 March 26, 1988 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLK
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1

2

4

3

5

6

7
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7 GE/09
2,021 TV/09

9

8

50 CH/93

11

10

<05

R5>

RL>

12

13

1 FH/92

1605/92

15

16

17

18

CH>

<SW
BE>

19

35 NH/96
1,55655/76

24

23

20

21

<BW

15K194

22

14

<BW

25

1 PRl95**

26

1 GY/77

27

6,007
BW/85

28

05>
1 FH/98*

29

BV>

1 FH/02*

6 MU96

3 PF/15

3 PF/10

30
RT>
TV>
RL>

25W/98*

Largest count for month: 15,012 In 1984; largest count In one day: 7,007 Apnl21, 1985
MAY

1

2

3

4

5

RS>

6
SW>
BW>

7
PF>
CH>

25W/97*

9

8

11

10

12

55>

16

15
BE>
ML>

13

14

NH>
AK>

17

1 MKl97*
18

19

20

21

26

27

28

OS>

1 MKl03*

1 MKl12*

22

23

24

25

29

30

31

BW, TV &RT
may continue
after May 31
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

<NH
<SS<NG<AK
<GE

Largest count for month: 2,685 In 1980: largest count In one day 1,492 May 4, 1989
• Sighting not reviewed/ accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario
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