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LEARN ABOUT THE SECRET LIVES OF REDSHOULDERED HAWKS AT OUR ANNUAL
BANQUET
We have a special treat in store for the Annual
Meeting and Banquet. Dr. Cheryl Dykstra is going
to talk about "Secret Lives of Red-shouldered
Hawks - the Fascinating and Little-known
Behaviors of our Wild Neighbors". Cheryl is an
independent consultant in Cincinnati, Ohio, and has
been the Editor-in-chief of the Journal of Raptor
Research for the last ten years. She earned her
M.S. and Ph.D. in Wildlife Ecology at the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, where she studied Bald
Eagles nesting along the shores of Lake Superior,
and has since published more than 30 papers in
peer-reviewed ornithological journals. After
graduation she worked for the U.S. Fish and

in southern Ohio for the last 19 years, during which
time they have banded more than 2,200 nestling
Red-shouldered Hawks and have recently used
cameras to study nesting behavior. You can learn
more about her studies by visiting
http://redshoulderedhawkstudy.com/.
The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch has one of the
highest counts of Red-shouldered Hawks for spring
migration sites, and so it is fitting that we have such
a well-qualified speaker to talk about this beautiful
bird. Please make a special effort to come to St
Andrews Church in Grimsby on Saturday, April
16. Socializing and the bucket raffle will begin at
5:00 p.m. and dinner around 6:15. As always we
weicome contributions to the bucket raffie and you
can inform one of the members of the executive if
you plan to contribute an item.
Tickets are $35 for members and $45 for nonmembers. We encourage you to bring friends for
what should be a great evening to chat and learn.
NEW INITIATIVES
In our last newsletter we were happy to report that
we had added new members to the executive
committee, and in this newsletter we are pleased to
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report some new initiatives that are designed to
look to the future and build our membership base.
Many of our members have been watching and
counting hawks for many years, and we need to
make sure that we have others to follow you. One
new initiative has been to introduce Facebook as a
means for members and others to learn about our
activities and news during the season. It also
provides you with an opportunity to share some of
the excellent photos that you take at Beamer. We
are also offering an award to secondary school
students that will encourage then to study raptors
and to spend time during the season with us. Full
details about the scholarships appear below.
Another new initiative last year was obtaining
sponsors for the Open House and this enabled us
to distribute bird guidebooks to many families who
were visiting. Given the good response, we shall
be doing this again.
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Authority and we owe them a special vote of
thanks. Please come and also promote the event
to your friends.
One other new venture last year was to solicit
sponsorships in advance and as a result we were
able to distribute bird books to some of the younger
members of the crowd. We plan to do the same
again this year. We wish to recognize last year's
sponsors, who were: Wild Birds Unlimited
(Burlington), Tarbutt Construction, Boston Pizza,
Grimsby Ford, Queenston Chev Olds, Kerman Car
Wash, Judge and Jester Pub, Real Canadian
Superstore, and Elm Street Cafe Grill.
NPH SCHOLARSHIPS FOR SECONDARY
SCHOOL STUDENTS

We are excited about our speaker for the banquet
and she is excited to be coming to a spring hawkwatch. Red-shouldered Hawks are a favourite of
many and you have the opportunity to learn more
about them from a person who has spent a lot of
time studyin9 them. Please attend the _§nnual
_
meeting and dinner, and support us in other ways
too. Our first need is for helpers at 9:00 a.m. on
March 1 to set up the site - the more help we have
the faster we complete the job. You can also help
by counting, or helping at the Open House, or even
by renewing your membership. We look forward to
seeing you again during the season.

The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch is entering its
42nd year of recording migrating raptors at the
Beamer Memorial Conservation Area, and like any
such organization we need to develop the next
generations of people who will be interested in
raptors and counting them. This is an important
part of our mission of public education, which also
includes I}olding an Open House each year on
Good Fridayand speaking atspecial events. To
expand our contacts in the community and heighten
our education goals the executive of the NPH is
offering for the first time a $500.00 scholarship to
a successful secondary student from any
academic background. We encourage you to bring
this to the attention of potential contestants.

2016 OPEN HOUSE: FRIDAY MARCH 25

The competition involves three parts:
1) Students write and submit an essay of
about 500 words on why they are interested
in the biology of raptors and their migration,
or on the cultural significance of the raptor
migration in Niagara. The submission
deadline is February 28, 2015.

As usual, we shall have our Open House on Good
Friday, which this year is on March 25 from 10:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. - one of the earliest dates that
we can have. It is interesting to note that on March
24, 2015we had eight species of raptors and 409
migrating birds. We hope that we shall have lots of
Red-shouldered Hawks passing through along with
some eagles and some Rough-legged Hawks. Last
year we had more exhibitors and we plan to ask
them all to return, and we shall work on bringing
other groups too. Once again James Cowan of
Canadian Raptor Conservancy will bring raptors to
provide one of the highlights of the Open House.
Mike Street will give explanatory talks about the
migration-of raptors. For this event we receive a lot
of help from the Niagara Peninsula Conservation

2) Based on the essays, five to ten successful
students will be invited to attend the
Hawkwatch in Grimsby between March 1
and May 15 to work and learn from the
official counters. In doing so they will learn
how to identify migrating raptors and learn
about the biology and geography of raptor
migrations. The students will also learn
about the various groups of raptors and
their behavior. The participation of the zyxwvutsrqponmlkjih
2
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absent) belly band, thin dark patagials, and a dark
trailing edge to the wings. Brown or golden head
feathers showcase a clean white or variably
streaked throat. Soaring birds often bank to show
their upperparts. In these instances, one can spot
the bright red tail, brown to golden brown
upperparts, and white-speckled scapulars and
coverts of 'Eastern' Red-tailed Hawks.
But what of the richly marked, so-called 'boreal'
Red-tailed Hawks noted in smaller numbers each
spring? Recent work by Liguori and Sullivan (2014)
has advanced the original efforts of Todd (1950)
and supporting literature by Dickerman and Parkes
(1987) to provide a more complete picture of this
distinct population. The result has been the
elevation of these boreal breeders to full
subspecies status - the 'Northern' Red-tailed Hawk
(Buteo jamaicensis abietico/a) - along with an
emerging picture of plumage traits, breeding range,
migration timing and wintering habits.

students and their level of interest will be
counted towards their scores in the
scholarship contest. We are looking at a
minimum of 15 hours of participation, and
hope that this time can be applied to the 40
hours of community service required of
students before graduation.
3)

Students who complete the required 15
hours at Beamer will be invited to write
another essay or create a project about the
significance of hawk migration for
submission by June 1, 2015. Our intention
is to entertain a broad spectrum of topics
from which the students may choose to
write their essay. The combined points from
the final essay and the participation portion
will be used to determine the successful
recipient. Participants will be notified of the
results by July 1.

The 'Northern' Red-tailed Hawk can be found
breeding across the boreal forest from Labrador to
Alaska. The subspecific epithet abietico/a assigned
by Todd (1950) literally, and fittingly, translates as
"dweller of the fir". Most of the population is thought
to winter east of the Rocky Mountains in the central
and northeastern United States and parts of
southern Canada.

The scholarship will be presented to the selected
student upon his or her acceptance at a
postsecondary institution. The scholarship contest
is open to all students and all grades in high school.
If a student below Grade 12 wins the scholarship,
the funds will be held until graduation and
acceptance at a postsecondary institution. NPH
intends to use the student's work in our newsletter
and for other educational purposes and promotion
of the NPH.

'NORTHERN'

RED·TAILED
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Recent data from several hawkwatches in the US
northeast suggest that spring passage of abieticola
averages two weeks later than the bulk of 'Eastern'
passage birds. Large flights of Red-tailed Hawks

HAWKS AT BEAMER

Matt Mills

Red-tailed Hawk abieticola Photo: Claude King zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfed

A hint of warm, spring air brings a welcome push
of returning raptors to our region each March.
Gliding over stubborn vestiges of winter come
hordes of Turkey Vultures and smaller groups of
our beloved, yet oft discounted, mainstay - the
Red-tailed Hawk zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
(Buteo jamaicensis). With a

diverse array of subspecies and colour morphs
from coast-to-coast this bright-tailed buteo is
undoubtedly worthy of closer study and
admiration.
The majority of spring migrant Red-tailed Hawks
over Beamer are the classic 'Eastern' Red-tailed
Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis borealis). Seen from
below, adult 'Eastern' birds exhibit a familiar array
of traits - pale red tail with a thin dark subterminal
band, a moderately streaked (though occasionally
3
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The search for 'Northern' Red-tailed Hawks adds a
past Beamer typically occur between March 10
and April 15 which would make late March through
welcome dimension to spring hawkwatching at
much of April prime time to study 'Northern' birds.
Beamer. This fresh challenge offers something new
to watch for, debate, identify, record, and celebrate.
The fun part certainly comes in identifying
subspecies of Red-tailed Hawks as they pass
With the 2016 season upon us we are requesting
descriptions and photographs of potential abieticola
overhead in the spring. Due to the great overlap in
plumages of juvenile Red-tailed Hawks among
seen passing the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch at
subspecies, Liguori (2001) cautioned that many
Beamer Conservation Area. Several excellent
juveniles are difficult to confidently assign to
example photos can be viewed on e-bird by
subspecies. As this article is not intended to be a
following the link to Ruddy (2014) in the references
abieticola only the
complete treatment of all things zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
listed at the end of this article.
identifying features of adults is given.
Please forward descriptions and photos between
March 1 and May 15 to Matthew Mills
matt.ja.mills@gmail,com and indicate if you would
like your photo included on our Facebook page for
discussion.

A typical adult 'Northern' Red-tailed Hawk averages
darker, and more distinctly marked than their
'Eastern' counterpart. Seen from below (see photo),
adult 'Northern' birds show a pale red tail with a
thicker, dark subterminal band, occasionally
complemented by variable thin banding. A thicker,
blobbier bellyband is a prominent feature of
abieticola and should serve as the first clue when
determining subspecies. The marks are often
teardrop shaped and quite prominent. At times this
band is dark and broad on the belly edges but
tapers to a narrow center in a manner reminiscent
of Rough-legged Hawks (Buteo lagopus). The
patagials are thicker, darker and often 'bleed' dark
streaks into the wing linings. Dark head feathers
border a thickly streaked or completely dark throat
- a trait rarely seen in 'Eastern' birds. Dark or
rufous streaking along either side of the breast
appears to 'drip' down toward the belly band. The
base colour, or colour of the body feathers, tends to
have a rufous cast (see photo) reminiscent of
'Western' Red-tailed Hawks (Buteo jamaicensis
calurus). Viewed from above, 'Northern' Red-tailed
Hawks appear darker brown with restricted white
on the scapulars and coverts.
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When seen together, in good conditions, this
assemblage of field marks is enough to identify
many 'Northern' Red-tailed Hawks. However, hawk
identification is a challenging endeavour
complicated by many factors. Key field marks may
be obscured and colour difficult to judge based on
viewing conditions and the height or distance of
migrants. While abieticola averages darker than
borealis there is considerable variation between
and among the two subspecies. For these reasons
it is simply not possible or practical to safely assign
a" individuals to subspecies.

Secretary
Glenn Barnett
(905) 628 2093 glennbarnett3@cogeco.ca
Treasurer! Count Coordinator:
Mike Street
(90S) 648 3737 mikestreet@gmail.com
Newsletter
Sandy Darling
(905) 689 7481 darlinga@cogeco.ca
Publicity
Bruce Mackenzie
(905) 643 4526 katina@svmpatico.ca
Member at large
Matt Mills
(905) 570-6547 Matt@Talondale.ca
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NIAGARA PENINSULA
HAWKWATCH CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL
CONSERVATION AREA

2.

NOTES:
1.
Species initials and Right
or Left
arrow:
This combination
indicates the start
or
of the normal
end
migration period at
Beamer for that species.
The same in bold type
indicates the start or end
of a noticeable period for
that species. The box in
which this combination is
located indicates the day
and month the period is
likely to start or end.

r-

«)

r-

«)

A number followed by
TV - Turkey Vulture
species initial, followed
BV - Black Vulture
by a slash (I) and a twoOS - Osprey
digit number:
SK - Swallow-tailed Kite
In this combination the
MK - Mississippi Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
largest number of that
species ever seen in one
GE - Golden Eagle
day is given first, and the
NH - Northern Harrier
year it occurred second.
SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
The box where the
combination is located
NG - Northern Goshawk
indicates the day and
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
month of the event.
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
Example: 655 RS/94
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
in
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk
March 23 indicates that
FH - Ferruginous Hawk
the highest number of
AK - American Kestrel
Red-shouldered Hawks
recorded in one day
ML - Merlin
occurred on March 23,
PF - Peregrine Falcon
PR - Prairie Falcon
1994.
GY - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

The following information, based on 41 years of data, shows significant events up to January 2016.
The largest number of raptors in a season was 20,368 in 2011.
BE>, NH>, S8>, CH>, RT>, RL>, AK> can begin about February 20.
MARCH

1

2

3

RT>
NG>
TV>

8

4

GE>

9

5
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6

7

RS>

10

11

12

13
AK>

RL>

14
CH>
RS>
44 AK/90

15

16

17

18

TV>
BV>

23

29

655 RS/94

30

21
ML>
PF>

1 GY/06

24
NH>

2 BV/12

20

BE>

744 RTl96

22

19

25

26

27
SS>

11 NG/84
19 BEf03

31

46 RU04
Largest count for month: 6,389 in 2011; largest count in one day: 2,080 March 26, 1988
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1

2

3

4

5

10

11

12

18

19

7 GE/09
2,021 TV/09

9

8
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13

14

50 CH/93

05>
<R5

BW>

1 FH/92

1605/92

16

15
BW>
SW>

17

20

21

<BE
35 NH/96
1,55655/76

15K194
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24

23
<RL

25

26

1 GY/77

27

6,007
BW/85

28

<TV

<05

1 FH/98*

1 PRl95**

1 FH/02*

<BV

6 MLl96

3 PF/15

3 PF/10

30

29

<CH

25W/98*
Largest count for month: 15,012

In 1984; largest count In one day: 7,007 Apnl 21, 1985
MAY

2

1

3

4

5
<RT

<RS

7

6
<SW

<PF

25W/97*

8

9

10

11

12

13
<NH
<AK

14
<CH
<BE

<55

16

17

1 MKl97*
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

BW, TV &RT
continue after
May 31

15
<BW
<RL
<ML
1 MKl12*

1 MKl03*

<NH
<SS<OS
<NG<AK
<GE
Largest count for month: 2,685 In 1980: largest count In one day 1,492 May 4, 1989
• Sig hting not reviewedl accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
•• First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario
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