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WELCOME TO THE 2013 SEASON
Once we get into February I start to look forward to
March and the start of the raptor migration. For me
it is one of the first signs that warmer weather will
come and with it an even broader migration, but for
some hawk-watchers the time at Beamer is the
highlight of the year's activity until they can see an
even larger migration in the fall. The Spring activity
at Beamer is also a time to catch up on friends who
seem to have disappeared in the cold winter
weather.
Whatever your motives are, we hope to see all of
you at some time during the coming season, and
hope that you will help in some way. We always
need people on the morning of March 1 to prepare
the site and especially the wind- breaks on the
tower - come join us! Cody Law is already busy
recruiting counters and we need to overcome the
shortage of counters in May. Last year we had
some active days, but we probably missed a lot of
birds because of days not being covered. May can
be the time for unusual birds - remember the
Mississippi Kite that showed up on May 15 last
year?
Our Annual Open House will be on Friday, March
29 and Tom Thomas is already working to make it
an exciting day with live exhibits. There should be
good numbers of Turkey Vultures and Red-tailed
Hawks, and it is a time of year when there can be
an interesting variety. Last year the first Osprey
arrived on March 27 so we may be lucky to have
one or more. As usual, the Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority (NPCA) will be very active
in helping us in making the day a success and we
thank the staff there for all their cooperation.
The Annual Meeting and Banquet will be earlier this
year - Saturday, April 13. In recent years we've
had some conflicts with other events and have also
found that some are already being lured to Point
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Pelee by the end of April. We have checked with
other naturalists' groups and we think that April 13
will avoid conflicts. We hope to see you there and
you can enjoy Stuart Mackenzie, an entertaining
and informative speaker.
2013 NPH OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY, MARCH 29
The 2013 Open House will be on Good Friday,
March 29 at Beamer. This is a date that should
provide a good variety of raptors, and we hope that
fine weather will draw large crowds. It will be
interesting to see if we get an Osprey, but it may be
a bit early. The usual agenda of activities will take
place. Mike Street will talk about hawks, and there
will be a children's program.
As usual Tom Thomas will have lined up a number
of exhibits, and we expect to have raptors on
display, because these are always a bit draw. The
NPCA, as our partners in this event, will be selling
food and beverages. Come out and bring your
friends!
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ANNUAL MEETING AND BANQUET
the age of two, getting much of his early
SATURDAY, APRIL 13 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
experience at the Niagara Peninsula

Hawkwatch, where he became one of
The Annual Meeting! Banquet on
the youngest ever official counters. After
Saturday, April 13 will again be held at
completing his undergraduate degree at
St Andrew's Church Hall, 7 St Andrew's
Guelph and graduate studies at
Avenue, Grimsby. Socializing and the
Western, he now coordinates the
bucket raffle
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
begin at 5:00 p.m., and the
research, education and training
program of the Long Point Bird
pre-supper wine and cheese at 5: 15.
Observatory (LPBO).
Dinner will start around 6:
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
15. Donations
are still needed for the bucket raffle In his presentation Stu will tell us about
please contact a member of the
the work that he and others, both LPBO
executive if you can make a donation.
staff and many volunteers, do while
monitoring migrating birds at Long Point.
Tickets are $30 for members and $40
for non-members. Please contact a
In the fall of 2012 Stuart spoke at the
Bird Studies Group meeting in
member of the NPH executive (see
Burlington about his record-breaking big
page 6) to obtain tickets.
days in both Alberta and Ontario. He
spoke with humor and energy, and
provided a lot of information in what
seemed like a short speech. He is
worth the price of admission, so the
meal will be a bonus!
RAPTOR MIGRATION IN EGYPT
Sandy Darling

In our last newsletter we had an account
of Spring migration in Turkey by Tim
Foran. This article is the second in what
we hope may be a series. Have you
experienced migrations outside Ontario?
If so, the editor welcomes submissions
so that we might continue this series.

Our speaker at the 2013 Annual
General Meeting and Banquet will be
Stuart (Stu) Mackenzie (pictured above
in the field), who has been a birder since

I lived and worked in Egypt from
January 1, 2000 to August 31, 2004,
and so enjoyed almost fives years of
bird-watching there. I first became
aware of migration when going to a staff
party by the Suez Canal in April 2000.
There was a "sphere" of birds moving
through the sky - White Storks. About
two weeks later I was part of a group
that went down the west coast of the
Red Sea for the first group sighting in
Africa of Hume's Tawny Owl. On our
first morning we stopped at 'Ain Sukhna

2

February

2013

(Arabic for hot well) and there were all
sorts of raptors flying over. I remember
Levant Sparrowhawk and Black Stork
from that first encounter.
In September 2000 a group went to the
city of Suez and in only 40 minutes on
the sea front we saw 400 raptors with
good variety. Each year thereafter my
wife, Jeni, and I spent at least two days
in Spring at 'Ain Sukhna, where there is
a narrow coastal strip with beach, the
road and a small amount of flat ground
before the mountains rise up. The
raptors soar along the peak of the ridge
and are easily visible from below. 'Ain
Sukhna is about ninety minutes east of
Cairo. An average day in the Spring
would bring 7,000 birds spread among
up to 15 species. The birds were
coming up from East Africa and
following the coastal ridge - many more
were probably traveling inland from
where we watched. Dr Tom Coles was
there most weekends and carried out a
one-man count for many years. ·We met
at Fawzie's store and sat in the shade of
an open gazebo with Tom's display
boards of all the birds one might see.
Fawzie was always happy to see us,
and he even stored a dead bird in his
freezer for a birder to take home at the
end of the day.
The most common species was the
"Steppe Buzzard", a ruddy form of the
Common Buzzard that ends up in
Russia. In 1982 over 80,000 were
counted between February 15 and May
15. Less common was the Longlegged Buzzard - from underneath the
head, chest, and flight feathers are
much lighter, and there is a prominent
black carpal patch. In our four years at
'Ain Sukhna we never saw a European
Honey Buzzard, but we saw hundreds
on 28 April, 2000 on the west coast of
the Sinaii Peninsula north of Sharm el
Sheikh. As we drove birds flew over us
at about 15 feet, and to our east we
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could see birds kettling (up to 50 in one
kettle) to gain height as they
approached the mountains. The Honey
Buzzards fly across the Red Sea and
then drop to ground to recover, so the
birds over the car had just taken off from
resting. It is a spectacle that we shall
never forget.
The eagles seen most days were the
Steppe Eagle (almost 16,000 in 1982)
and Lesser Spotted Eagle (10,000 in
1981), and the adults are not easy to
separate. I liked the juvenile Steppe
Eagles, because they have a broad light
line along the wing. Rarely, there would
be a Spotted Eagle, which is
Significantly larger. Booted Eagles
(457 in 1982) are not so common, are
smaller, and come in dark and light
forms, but one will see them most days.
The light form is similar to the Egyptian
Vulture, but does not have the
distinctive tail of the vulture. Imperial
Eagles would show up perhaps every
other day andwere distinctive, because
of the very light head.
Egyptian Vultures are seen most days,
but the Griffon Vulture is much less
common and the numbers have
declined significantly in recent decades.
Both birds are quite easy to identify, but
the most distinctive, and fairly common,
species is the Short-toed Eagle, which
is like a very light, paper kite just
hanging in the sky.
Four types of harrier were possible
(Marsh, Henl Northern, Pallid and
Montagu's) and they tended to fly
below the ridge. Tom always said that I
was the one to find them - probably
because he was so busy counting the
birds above the ridge. Numbers were
few and I recollect only Pallid and
Montagu's.
The most common accipiter was the
Levant's Sparrowhawk, which is very
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just bought binoculars for our driver who
light underneath with black tips to the
had good eyes and a developing
wings. European Sparrowhawks were
interest in birds. On this day we started
around in winter, but they did not feature
to encounter raptors well before 'Ain
much in migrations. Falcons were not
Sukhna, and just north of 'Ain Sukhna,
prominent in migration, but I did see
Lesser Kestrel, and Red-footed and
there had been a fall-out of eagles on
the ground by the road. At 'Ain Sukhna
Eleonora's Falcon at 'Ain Sukhna.
there were birds flying everywhere. We
Peregrine, Lanner and Sooty Falcons
had a flock of 48 Black Storks and we
were all resident in Egypt and are not
had never seen more than 3 in a group
too hard to see in the right place. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
before. After a busy morning we went
about 2 kilometers down the road for
lunch. As we looked at the mountain
flocks of White Storks and White
Pelicans streamed north for 15 minutes.
I have one photo with over 500 pelicans
in the shot.

Steppe Buzzard

© Alexander Darling

Resident kites are the Black and Blackshouldered Kites. Black Kites could be
found in numbers close to slaughter
houses, and the Black-shouldered
(similar to White-tailed) can be found in
the Nile Valley.
Some of the memorable sightings were
of storks and pelicans. Black Storks
rarely fly in groups of more than three.
White Storks are like a sphere moving
through the sky with birds higgledypiggledy within the sphere. White
Pelicans fly in nice neat lines. We saw
White Pelicans only once at 'Ain Sukhna
on our most memorable day. We had

As we went home later we encountered
more storks and estimated that we saw
at least 7,000 White Storks in the day.
Often they cross the Gulf of Suez and
go up the Sinai coast - there is a record
of 100,000 one August and 73,000 at
Aswan in 1982. Pelicans also normally
cross to Sinai, but we must have hit a
day with unusual wind conditions so
they all stayed on the west side of the
Red Sea. We must have had 20,000 or
30,000. The raptor count must also
have been about 25,000 whereas 7,000
would be a normal day. We had to tell
our driver that he would probably never
see such a spectacle again.
There were pleasant aspects of our trips
to the Red Sea. We saw a lot of other
migrants on the way, and did not face
the cold of Beamer in early March.
Sometimes we could watch dolphins
come close to shore, and we would also
hear the fluting calls of the European
Bee-eater - one of the most beautiful
birds to be seen.
Reference: Steven M. Goodman & Peter L.
Meininger The Birds of Egypt Oxford University
Press 1989
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BOOK REVIEW

to recognize birds in flight and their
behavior. For example, in writing about
accipiters
the author describes the flight
Laura Erickson (illustrations: Betsy
pattern,
and
the difference between the "t"
Bowen) zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
H awk R idge : M inne sota 's
shape of a Sharp-shin and the "flying cross"
Birds o f P re y (2012) University of
of a Cooper's. One can learn about
Minnesota Press, 91 pp. (Full-page
incubation habits, migration patterns and
paintings of each species and line drawings
other information that should whet the
of silhouettes of the birds are included in the
interest of potentially new hawk-watchers.
text. US $24.95 (hard cover).)
This attractively-designed book uses a
landscape format that is good for presenting
the paintings of the birds, many of which are
portrayed in flight. The text is presented in
two columns and is easy on the eye for
reading. The book is suitable for those who
are novices or are developing an interest in
raptors, and for those who wish to have a
souvenir of time spent at Hawk Ridge.
Each fall close to 20,000 people go to Hawk
Ridge outside Duluth to watch thousands of
birds making their way around the end of
Lake Superior. The introduction describes
how the hawk-watchinq site was developed
and the way in which weather affects
migration. It then presents the ?halle~g~s of
how to count 'large flights, banding activity at
Hawk Ridge, the timing of migration for
different species and the difference between
the spring and fall migrations.
Subsequent sections present information
about the species within groupings of
vultures, ospreys, eagles, harriers and kites,
accipiters, buteos and falcons. Three t~ five
pages are devoted to the common species,
and fewer to the rarities. For each bird the
text is supplemented with a line--drawing of
the silhouette of the bird in flight and a fullpage painting. The description ends with
summary data about seasonal and peak
counts for day and season, earliest and
latest dates of sighting, and the peak period
for migration.
The text is well written and presents
interesting information that one would not.
find in a field guide. It is both current, as In
the discussion about placement of Turkey
Vultures in a family, and accurate. One can
learn about diet, including why the Turkey
Vulture is not poisoned by its food, how they
obtain their food and voice. There is good
information for new hawk-watchers on how

The paintings and line drawings, however,
do not live up to the quality of the text. In
correspondence the publisher's
representative said, "The images lean more
toward whimsy." They are colorful and
attractive, but, unfortunately, inaccurate in a
number of ways. Although this is not
intended to be a book one takes in the field,
it should show the main features so that one
might have a chance of recognizing the bird.
The painting of the Sharp-shinned Hawk, for
example, has a fairly plain underside, and
not the light orange or brown streaking that
one might expect, and the tail has only a ~int
of bars. A number of the paintings suffer In
this way, but some like the Rough-legged
and Red-shouldered Hawks are attractively
portrayed and are r~?l~onable accurate.
Including line drawings of silhouettes is an
excellent idea, and generally they are good,
but there are opportunities for improvement.
In the case of the Sharp-shinned and
Cooper's Hawks, the different shapes of the
leading edge of the wings are shown, but
the head sizes are essentially the same.
The Cooper's has a significantly larger head
in proportion to body length and is
something to pay attention to. Similarly,
there is little difference in the head sizes of
the Bald and Golden Eagles in the line
drawings, although the large head of a ~ald
Eagle is a prominent feature to look for In
large, dark raptors.

Overall the book is attractive, has excellent
text, and has colorful, artistic paintings. The
deficiencies in the artwork, however, will be
a concern to experienced birders and those
who like the accuracy of field guides.
Readers may want to consider this as a gift
to those who are showing an interest in
watching hawks. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONM
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BEAMER'S BEST
John Stevens
The following chart provides the record high counts for each species made at the
Beamer Memorial Conservation Area watch site since counting started in 1975.
The oldest record is the one day total for Sharpies set in 1976.

Species
Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Goshawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Swainson's Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Rough-legged Hawk
Golden Eagle
American Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon

Best Day
Best Month
Best Year
2 - 2012/03/22
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
3 -Apr2012
5 - 2012
2,021 - 2009/04/02
4,704 - Mar 2011
7,125-2011
16 - 1992/04/12
67 -Apr 2001
71 -2001
19 - 2003/03/24
68- Mar 2006
85-2006
147 - Apr 1991
223-2004
35 - 1996/04/18
7,004-1990
1,556 - 1976/04/18
5,698 - Apr 1990
50 - 1993/04/05
204 - Apr 1990
311 -1990
11 - 1984/03/24
41 - Apr 1994
73 -1983
1,419 -1994
1,246 - Mar 1994
655 - 1994/03/23
6,007 - 1985/04/21
8,613 - 2011
8,598 - Apr 2011
3 -1998
2 -1997/05/02
3 - Apr 1998
3,861 -1992
2,455 - Mar 1985
744 - 1996103116
204-2004
46 - 2004/03/29
110 - Apr 2004
8 - 2009/04/02
9-Apr2006
15 - 2008
207 -1990
44 - 1990/03/14
99 - A!)r '90 & '91
20 - Apr 1994
23 -1994
6 - 1996/04/25
2 - 2003/03/01
7 - Mar2010
12 - 2010

Albino Red-tailed Hawk
Photograph
Ester M.R. Hougham
Sulphur Springs, Pelham (2012-10-18)
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL CONSERVATION AREA
NOTES:
1. Species initials and Right (» or Left «) arrow:
This combination indicates the start (» or end «) of the normal migration period at Beamer for that
species. The same in bold type indicates the start or end of a noticeable period for that species. The
box in which this combination is located indicates the day and month the period is likely to start or end.
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
and a two-digit number:
2. A number followed by species initial, followed by a slash (I)
In this combination the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first, and the year it
occurred second. The box where the combination is located indicates the day and month of the event.
Example: 655 RS/94 in March 23 indicates that the highest number of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded
in one day occurred on March 23, 1994.
TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS-Osprey
SK - Swallow-tailed Kite
MK - Mississippi Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
NH - Northern Harrier

SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
NG - Northern Goshawk
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk
FH - Ferruginous Hawk

AK - American Kestrel
ML-Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon
PR - Prairie Falcon
GY - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

The following information, based on 38 years of data, shows significant events up to January 2013.
The largest number of raptors in a season was 20,368 in 2011.
BE>, NH>, SS>, CH>, RT>, RL>, AK> begin about February 20.
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1

2

8

4

3

RT>
NG>
TV>

9

5

7

6

RS>

GE>

10

11

13

12
RL>

14
CH>
RS>

AK>

44AKl90

15

16

18

17

24

25

29

655 RS/94

30

26

27

28

SS>

NH>

2 BV/12

ML>
PF> zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTS

1 GY/06

744 RT/96

23

21

20

BE>

TV>
BV>

22

19

11 NG/84
19 BElO3

31
OS>

46 RU04
Largest count for month: 6,389 in 2011; largest count in one day: 2,080 March 26, 1988
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

7 GEl09
50 CH/93
2,021 Tv/09 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

8

10

9

11

12

18

19

13

1 FH/92

1605/92

15

16
BW>
SW>

17

35 NH/96
1,556 S5176

24

23

25
<05

1 FH/98*

29

20

21

<BE

15K194

22

14

BW>

05>
<R5

1 GY177

1 PF/95**

26

27

6,007 BW/S5

28

<TV

1 FH/02*

<BV

6 MU96

3 PF/10

30
<RL
<CH

25W/9S*
Largest count for month: 15,012 In 1984; largest count In one day: 7,007 Apnl21, 1985

MAY

1

3

2

4

6

5
<RT

<SW

7
<PF

25W/97*

9

8

10

11

12

13
<NH
<AK

14
<CH
<BE

<55

16

17

1 MKl97*
18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

15
<BW
<RL
<ML
1 MKl12

1 MKl03*

BW&RT
continue after

<TV<NH
May 31
<SS<OS
<NG<RS
<AK<GE
Largest count for month: 2,685 In 1980: largest count In one day 1,492 May 4, 1989
" Sighting not reviewed! accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
"" First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario
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