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DAVID HUSSELL TO SPEAK ABOUT
RPI FINDINGS AT AGM ON APRIL 24, 2010

member of the Steering and Scientific Committees of
the RPI partnership, whose goal is to promote the
conservation of raptors by using migration counts
from the continental network of hawk watches, such
as the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch, to monitor
changes in raptor populations.

The speaker at this year's Annual
General Meeting (aka the Banquet)
will be David Hussell. David will be
providing an update on the latest RPI
findings.

David has published over 75 scientific articles on
ornithological topics. Two of them were pertinent to
raptors and our work at Beamer CA. In 1984, he
published Analysis of Hawk Migration Counts for
Monitoring Population Levels, and in 1992, Population
changes in diurnally migrating raptors at Duluth,
Minnesota (1974-1989) and Grimsby, Ontario (19751990). Both reports were prepared for the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources, Maple, Ontario.

Trained as a civil engineer in
England, David came to Canada in
1957 and worked for the Ontario Department of
Highways (now MTO) until 1963. Soon after arriving
in Canada, he joined the Ontario Bird Banding
Association and chaired the committee that founded
Long Point Bird Observatory (LPBO, 1960-1968) and
was a member of the LPBO Board (1968-1974,19871993, 1996-1998) and chair (1990-1992).

David plans to attend our
wife, Erica Dunn. 'Ricky',
ornithological circles in her
years the Coordinator of
'Feeder Watch' program.

In 1964, he registered as a student at the University
of Michigan and received his Ph.D. in Ornithology in
1970. He did 4 seasons (1966-1969) of fieldwork on
Devon Island in the Canadian arctic studying Lapland
Longspurs and Snow Buntings, culminating in a thesis
on 'Factors affecting clutch size in arctic passerines'.
Recently he returned to the Arctic, starting research
on Northern Wheatears breeding on Baffin Island.

annual meeting with his
who is well known in
own right, was for many
Bird Studies Canada's

The meeting/banquet will take place on Saturday,
April 24, 2010 at St. Andrew's church, 7 St. Andrew's
Avenue, Grimsby. Socializing and the bucket raffle
begin at 5:00pm. The pre-supper wine and cheese
starts at 5:15, and dinner will start around 6:15.
Donations are still needed for the bucket raffle please contact Keith Dieroff at (905) 545-5859.

As LPBO's first Executive Director (1974-1982), he
initiated the Baillie Birdathon, started a long-term
study of breeding Tree Swallows, which continues
today, and developed methods to estimate trends in
populations of migrating birds - methods that have
been applied to birds monitored at LPBO and other
stations in the Canadian Migration Monitoring
Network. David left LPBO to become a Wildlife
Research Scientist with the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources (OMNR), where he remained until his
retirement in 1999.

Tickets are priced at $30 for members and their
spouses/partners,
and
$40 for
non-members
(includes annual membership to the NPH). Please
contact a member of the NPH executive (see page 4)
to make arrangements for tickets.

What's Inside ...
President's Column
2010 HMANA Conference
2010 NPH Open House
2009 Great Lakes Raptor Conference Recap
2010 NPH Executive
Migration Calendar

In 1991, he instigated the founding of Thunder Cape
Bird Observatory, with support from OMNR. Since
2003, David has worked with the Hawk Migration
Association of North America (HMANA) to help form
the Raptor Population Index (RPI) program. He is a
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Positioned at the southwestern tip of magnificent Lake
Superior,
Duluth offers a mix of great birding,
By Keith
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Dieroff
picturesque scenery and a terrific spring raptor
migration.
In my allocated space this issue, I'd like to take a few
moments to acknowledge a proverbial changing of the
The
2010 conference
will
feature
scientific
guard within the NPH executive. Over the past year
presentations,
informative
posters,
entertaining
or so, a number of people have stepped up to take on
keynote speakers, a silent auction, fantastic northerna larger role, and I'd like to say, 'thank you'.
specialty field trips, as well as free shuttle service
from the conference site to Hawk Ridge's spring hawk
Linda and Barry Cherriere have very quietly and very
count site.
effectively expanded their roles: Linda as Membership
Director, and Barry as the new Counter Coordinator.
You may register online, by mail or by phone. Field
We also welcome Sandy Darling to our team. Sandy
trips
and banquets are optional, so you can customize
will be taking over duties as Newsletter Editor in the
your
conference weekend to suit your greatest
coming months. Welcome, Sandy.
interests. Detailed conference schedule, open call for
papers, registration forms, lodging/travel information
These changes allow a number of our executive to
and other conference information are available at our
take a well deserved step back from their roles. After
website, accessible through either www.hmana.org or
more than a decade of service, Mike Street has
www.hawkridge.org.
condensed his role to Treasurer, and John Stevens
has redefined his role as Past President and
2010 NPH OPEN HOUSE
Conservation Liaison.
Thank you both for your
excellent work in the past, but you're not off the hook
APRIL 2,2010
yet!
The 2010 NPH Open House is scheduled for Good
With more time on his hands, John Stevens has
Friday, April 2, 2010 at Beamer. The usual agenda of
penned..a very. informative. article.iabout the Great
activities will take place, including hawk talks with
Lakes Raptor Conference which took place this past
Mike Street and the children's program by Carla
May. I look forward to more contributions from John
Carlson.
to the newsletter in the future.
Bruce Manion of the Bruce Trail Association will lead
As for Mike Street, we will be required to share him
a hike from the Grimsby Lions Pool to the
with the numerous
other
organizations
and
pumphouse, and then up to Beamer to the Open
occupations in which he is involved. Regardless, I will
House. This will be a moderately difficult hike of
be relying on both John and Mike's experience for
10km, and might be a great way for those who have
guidance in my new role as well.
attended the Open House numerous times before to
add a little variety to the day. To attend the hike,
Preparations are under way for the upcoming spring
please meet at the Grimsby Lions Pool parking lot at
migration season. Barry is filling up the calendar with
9:00am.
counters, our annual Open House is set to take place
on Good Friday, April 2, and the AGM is scheduled
Bruce will be leading some additional hikes in the
for Saturday, April 24 (at a new location). Now all we
Grimsby/Beamer area this spring.
Details are as
need is some birds. It has been a warm winter, and I
follows:
wonder how this will affect the spring flight. Without a
significant rarity in 2009, my mood is buoyant for
Saturday, April 24, 8:30am (2hrs)
2010. I hope to see you at Beamer in the coming
Raptor Festival at Peach King Centre
weeks .• :.
Meet at the entrance to the Peach King Centre for a
2010 HMANA CONFERENCE
hike to Beamer to learn about the hawks and birds of
prey migration and hike back to the Centre. Stay to
DULUTH, MINNESOTA
see bigger and better Raptor festivities with naturalist
displays,
birds
of
prey
and
wild
animal
The 2010 Hawk Migration Association of North
demonstrations.
Bring
your
children
or
grandchildren
America (HMANA) Conference, hosted by Hawk
to enjoy the numerous tables with hands on displays.
Ridge Bird Observatory, will take place April 15 to 18,
2010, in Duluth, Minnesota.

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
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Difficulty Level: Medium-Moderate
Leader: Bruce Manion (289) 235-9192

As the first event was not until 6 pm and the weather
was perfect, I walked around some of the grounds of
the Chautauqua Institution admiring the early 20th
century buildings, the outdoor covered amphitheatre,
Saturday, May 8, 9:00am (3hrs) zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Blossom Time Route - Beamer Conservation Area
the beautiful old trees and the spring flowers but saw
no raptors.
Meet at Grimsby's Lions pool parking lot for a loop
Returning to the centre, I grabbed a beer and mingled
hike in the area of Adam Dopko Trail and Beamer.
See the blossoms overlooking Grimsby or what's left
with the assembled group, which was small, but I'd
of them.
have to say select. Included were Laurie Goodrich
from Hawk Mountain in Pennsylvania, David Hussell
Difficulty Level: Medium-Moderate
and Erica Dunn from Simcoe, HMANA President, Vic
Leaders: Carol and Randy (289) 235-9480
Berardi, and his wife from Illinois. as well as the
conference host, Gil Randell and his wife Jann. (Gil
Sunday, May 16, 9:00am (12kms)
has recently become the new HMANA President.)
Blossom Time Route - Jordan and Balls Falls Hike
After dinner and a welcoming talk from Gil, we were
given pitches for the two options available for the
Meet at km 50.9 on Glen Road in Jordan where the
morning. One was a trip to the Roger Tory Peterson
trail crosses. We car pool to Quarry Road in
Institute in Jamestown, NY and the other was an
Beamsville and hike back. Brunch to follow, is
optional.
outing to Presque Isle State Park in Erie, PA. The
former would highlight Peterson's art, photographs,
skins collection and the educational mission of the
Leaders: Bruce and Bea Manion (289) 235-9192 .:.
Institute. I opted for the birding trip and after an early
breakfast
and about an hour's drive, we arrived at the
GREAT LAKES RAPTOR CONFERENCE
It
was
glorious weather and being the Memorial
park.
MAY 22-24, 2009
Day
weekend,
there were lots of people already there.
By John Stevens
Initially, we took a pontoon boat ride. No petrolpowered craft are allowed in the marsh and our boat
After our watch season ended last year, Carol and
had an electric motor. We saw or heard about 40
Mike Street and I attended the Great Lakes Raptor
species
including Bald Eagle, Osprey and Red-tailed
Conference in Chautauqua, NY. It was hosted by the
Hawk.
The
highlight for me came later when we saw
Ripley Hawk Watch and organized by Gil Randell and
a
Least
Bittern
and its nest not five metres away from
Mike Ceci.
the edge of the water. As this year's rushes had just
begun to grow, visibility was excellent although last
We arrived on the Friday afternoon, registered and
years
rushes camouflaged the location very well.
checked into our rooms in Bellinger Hall. These were
Later
we
went to a banding station where, among
comfortable, dormitory-style with adjoining rooms
other
tasks,
the staff were collecting any ticks on the
sharing a bathroom but with so many rooms available
birds
and
preserving
them in individual tubes for later
for the number of attendees, people were spread out
analysis
for
Lyme
disease.
so that everyone had their own en-suite. This building
also contained the dining room and meeting room so
that the conference was all under one roof.

Talks during the afternoon session were on a variety
of topics. Mike and I described our site and how we
operate, which seemed to draw a lot of interest from
other sites. Paul Sweet of the Illinois Beach State
Park Hawkwatch, north of Chicago, described ways in
which non-statisticians can glean useful information
from their data. Daena Ford of Braddock Bay Raptor
Research described their site's operations as did Gil
Randell for the Ripley Hawk watch. Vic Berardi's talk
featured his wonderful photography that is often
featured in the HMANA Journal.

A round table discussion followed that dealt mainly
with what were acceptable monitoring methods to zyxwvu

Hotel facing the lake
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make the data useful for the Raptor Population Index
(RPI) program. With the exception of Hawk Mountain,
Beamer was the only site of those present that
collects data in a suitable manner and in fact as some
of you may know, our data has been used during the
analysis of the spring data. David Hussell and Erica
Dunn were adamant that sites with moving watch
locations could not be used for the present analyses
unless each location was treated as a separate site.
As several watches have long time practices of
collecting data from two or more locations in an effort
to maximize the counts, I suspect the models will
have to be changed to accommodate this form of
monitoring, although it flies in the face of a scientific
method.
In general, the migration monitoring
programs were not established as scientific exercises
but only as a way of comparing one year's migration
with another.

"

Another round table discussion followed on issues
and concerns pertaining to Great Lakes watches in
particular. It was decided to establish an informal
organization with internet connection to allow ready
dissemination of discussions. If you are interested in
joining, go to greatlakeshawks-subscribe@bbrr.org,
put the word 'subscribe' in the subject line and send it,
then follow the instructions on the return e-mail.
Another topic felt worthy of consideration at future
conferences was how to deal with lake effect winds,
which clearly are a major influence on counts in the
Great Lakes area. One of the more interesting topics
discussed was the use of various chairs for
hawkwatching.
Mike Ceci from the Ripley watch
probably has the most elaborate of those described.
He has a tilting armchair that he has fitted with
wheels, which he brings to the site on a trailer. The
major downside that I see with this type would be the
likelihood of the counter dozing off during times of
little action or when the conversation becomes boring.
Of course, with the counter being on the tower at
Beamer, use of this type of chair would be confined to
assistants.

Saturday's evening dinner was held at the facilities of
Noble Winery, which is located near the top of a ridge
overlooking Lake Erie. An excellent buffet dinner was
provided after a wine-tasting mixer that included
I was surprised to
wines of an adjacent winery.
discover that the majority of the wineries in the area
still concentrate on the labrusca grape varieties,
My overall impression of the conference was that it
which have almost all been replaced with vinifera or
was quite beneficial to those who bothered to attend.
I was disappointed that none of the sites at the
hybrid grapes in Niagara. After dinner, Julie Tilden of
HMANA's RPI program presented an overview of the
western end of Lake Erie were represented, nor were
results to date for Great Lakes watches, which
major watches such as Derby Hill, Duluth and
included the Beamer data. (So far as I know, these
Whitefish Point, although the northern sites would still
results have not yet been published). zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
have been counting at the time of the conference.
However, despite my disappointment with the wine, I
had a good time as it was nice to meet people with
similar interests in hawk migration who came from a
variety of sites, some from as far away as Omaha,
Nebraska .• :. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPON

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch Executive

Residences on the Chautauqua grounds

The Sunday morning session included a presentation
by Daena Ford of the hawk (primarily. Red-tail)
movement along the southern shore of Lake Ontario
at Braddock Bay, mainly during August.
This is
termed natal dispersion and raises the question as to
whether a similar flight occurs at Beamer.
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH MIGRATION CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL CONSERVATION AREA
NOTES:

Species initials and Right (» or Left «) arrow:
This combination indicates the start
or end «) of the normal (at
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHG
Beamer) migration period for that species. The
same in bold type indicates the start or end of a noticeable peak period for that species. The box in which this
combination is located indicates the day and month the period is likely to start or end.
2. A number, followed by species initial, followed by a slash (/)and a two digit number:
In this combination, the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first; the two-digit number
following the / indicates the year in which this occurred. The box in which this combination is located indicates the day
and month on which the event occurred. Example: 655 RS/94 in the March 23 box indicates that the highest number
of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded in one day was 655, seen on March 23, 1994.
1.

r-

TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS - Osprey
SK - American Swallow-tailed Kite
MK - Mississippi Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
NH - Northern Harrier

SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
NG - Northern Goshawk
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk
FH - Ferruginous Hawk

AK - American Kestrel
ME - Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon
PR - Prairie Falcon
GY - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

The following information, based on 30+ years of data has been updated to show significant events up to the year 2009.
Largest number of raptors in one season: 19,724 in 1985.
BE>, NH>, S8>, CH>, RT>, RL>, AK> begin February 20th.
MARCH

1

2
GE>

3
RS>

8
TV>

9

10

15

16

RT>

4

5

6

7

14

NG>

17

11

12

13

RL>

AK>

CH>
RS>

18

19

20

44 AKl90
21

TV>

BE>

ME>
PF>
22

29

744 RT/96
23
NH>

655 RS/94
30

1 GY/06
24

25

26

27

28

55>

11 NG/84
19 BE/03
31
OS>

2 PF/91

2 PF/90

1 BV/OO*
46 RLl04
Largest # of raptors In month: 5,670 In March 1988; largest # of raptors In one day In month: 2,080 on March 26, 1988.
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APRIL
2

3

4

5

2,021 TV/09

1 BV/92
11

50 CH/93

9

2 PF/91
10
BW>

15

16

17

18

19

1 FH/92
20

21

BW>

<BE

24

35 NH/96
1,556 SS/76
25

1 PRl95**
26

1 GY/77
27

28

<OS

<TV

1 FH/02*

6 ME/96
2 PF/94

1

8

OS><RS

6

7

1 BV/04 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONM
1 BV/08
12
13
14

160S/92

SW>
1 SKl94
22

29

2 PF/90
23

1 FH/98*
30

6,007 BW/85

4 GE/96

<RL
2 SW/98*

Largest # of raptors In month: 15,012 In April 1984; largest # of raptors In one day In month: 7,007 on April 21, 1985.

MAY
1

2 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
4
3
5
6
<RT
<SW
<PF

8

9

7

2 SW/97*

10

11

12

13

14

<NH
<AK

<CH

<SS

<BE

1 MKl97*
16

17

18

19

20

1 MKl03*
21

23

24

25

26

27

28

4 GE/08

15

<BW
<RL
<ME
<GE
22

BWandRT
31
continue beyond
<TV <NH
May 31zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
s' ...
<SS <CH
<NG <RS
<AK
Largest # of raptors In month: 2,685 In May 1980; largest # of raptors In one day In month: 1,492 on May 4, 1989.

29

30

* Sighting not reviewed / accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
** First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario
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