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GENERAL MEETING'& BANQUET
APRil 25, 2009
This year's Annual General Meeting and dinner
(aka "the banquet") will be held on Saturday,
April 25, 2009 at the Grimsby Curling Club .. The
'
guest speaker will be Dick Benoit.
Some of you may remember that Dick spoke
about Holiday Beach at one of our earlier'
banquets. This timearound, he'll be presenting a
program on hawkwatching in Texas, where the
number and variety of migrating raptors, as well
as the weather (e.g.
Hurricane Ike) make
hawkwatching an interestinq endeavour.
Socializing and the bucket raffle begin at
5:00pm. The pre-supper wine and cheese starts
at 5: 15, and as per tradition, a member of the
NPH will select the wines for the evening In
advance. Dinner will start around 6: 15.
Donations are still needed for the bucket raffle.
Please contact John Merriman or Audrey Gamble
by April 18, 2009 at (905) 522-8447 or
John. Merri ma n@sympatico.ca.
Tickets are priced at $25 for
spouses/partners, and $35
(includes annual membership
call John Stevens at (905)
Dieroff at (905) 545-5859 to
for tickets.

members and their
for non-members
to the NPH). Please
685-6734 or Keith
make arrangements

2009 NPH OPEN HOUSE
The NPH will once again hold it's annual Open
House on Good Friday, April 10,,2009 at Beamer
Memorial Conservation Area in Grimsby.
This year's activities will include displays, nature
qroups. 'hawk talks' by Mike Street, and the
children's program presented by Carla Carlson of
Niagara Nature Tours. James Cowan and Sandra
Davey will be on hand with live birds. In the past,
they have provided close up looks at Red-tailed
Hawks, Golden Eagles, American Kestrels, and
more ...
All are welcome.
Please invite your family and
friends. It should be a good day for them, and the
birds too!

NOTE TO COUNTERS
There are still some days uncovered in March,
April and May of this season. Anyone who can
help count is asked to contact the counter
coordinator, Mike Street. Anyone who would
like to learn to count raptors should also get in
touch with Mike. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

W ha t's Inside ...

President's Corner
Remembering Tom Reavley
Great Lakes Hawkwatches Conference
The Grimsby Curling Club is located at 277
Coming Soon - Niagara Birds
Kerman Avenue, Grimsby. Please see page 6 of
Book Review - State of NA's Birds of Prey
this newsletter for directions. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Map to Grimsby Curlinq Club
Mark your calendars. See you there!
2009 Migration Calendar
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER

zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFED

by John
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Stevens zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCB
As our organization was formed in the spring of 1990, we are about to start our twentieth season. 2009
will be the thirtieth year for which complete seasonal coverage of the migration has been conducted at
the Beamer Memorial Conservation Area. In addition, this will be the thirty-fifth consecutive year that
records of raptor migration have been obtained for the site. So we have a history. For more than a
generation, hawk watchers have been gathering at Beamer to greet old friends after the winter and
observe the spectacle of the spring raptor migration. Sadly, our good friend Tom Reavley will not be with
us again, having succumbed to the cancer that plagued him for many years. We've made a donation in
Tom's memory to the Raptor Population Index program.
We now have eighteen years (1991-2008) of complete records entered into HawkCount, the online
database of the Hawk Migration Association of North America (HMANA). Efforts are underway to enter
earlier data but copies of the original data sheets have not been located and we are struggling to collect
as much as we can. The daily totals are available but some of the hourly data is missing. If any of you
have retained copies of your old green sheets from the 1980s, we would be interested in borrowing them
to enable us to get the data into the system.
Recently, I have been preparing a contribution to the Birds of Niagara project of John Black and Kayo Roy.
As a result, it became obvious to me that the hawkwatch data represents the most scientifically sound data
set that is available on birds in the region, certainly for the last twenty years or so after we stopped
including birds seen elsewhere than the parking lot. However, we can do better and I believe that we
should strive to re-cord tlTe COIOOT rnorphsof ail-the Rough-legged Hawks (an-d ail the buteos for that
matter), the sex of the Northern Harriers and the age of the Bald and Golden Eagles. This should be a
goal for 2009. We have become pretty good at documenting the age of the eagles in recent years but
the other data is less consistent. Counters are encouraged to consult with lother observers about both
identifications and numbers. It is not possible to watch all the birds all the time they are in view and often
a critical identifying feature may be seen by one person that is missed by another, who was watching other
birds. If there is doubt or confusion about an identification, it is better to record the sighting as a UA, UF,
UB or even UR.
HMANA is organizing a mini-conference this May to discuss various aspects of raptor migration in the
Great Lakes area. Details are provided elsewhere in this issue. It is being held at a very interesting location,
Chautauqua Institution (see www.ciweb.org), just south of Lake Erie and less than 200 km from Beamer.
Chautauqua is both a place and a noun. The noun means a cultural program of lectures, music, drama,
etc. A chautauqua can be held anywhere but it originated in the late 19th century in Chautauqua NY,
which is a beautiful site on a small lake with extensive grounds. The Institution has been declared a US
National Historic Landmark. This conference will be held before the season begins so it should be
peaceful. I plan to attend and would be happy to carpool with others.

I encourage hawkwatchers to become a member of HMANA, which for 35 years has borne the burden of
being the repository of all the collected records from the various watches across North America.
Membership costs $25 (US) a year and comes with two issues of their journal, called Hawk Migration
Studies, which is actually a glossy magazine covering all aspects of hawks and hawk watching in North
America. One issue each year discusses the spring migration and one the fall. For many years this was an
all-volunteer group but since the advent of the Raptor Population Index (RPI) program, they now have one
full and one part-time employee, although most work is still conducted on a volunteer basis. Both the zyxwvutsr

2

February 2009

Newsletter

#38 zyxwvuts

organization and the RPI program are worthy of your support. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
1

There seem to be lots of Rough-legged Hawks around this winter and it has been colder this year than it
has been for a number of years. It will be interesting to see if this has driven the raptors further south and
we get more migrants coming through this spring. It won't be.lonq now before the rallying cry is heard,
"Here they come". See you soon at Beamer!

TOM REAVLEY - 1943 TO 2008
Tom Reavley, a Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch stalwart who had been counting
raptors at Beamer CA since 1992, died on 19 October 2008, just two days after
his 65th birthday.

Photo courtesy of Jean Iron

A high school History teacher who worked in Kapuskasing in Northern Ontario,
Tom retired early due to Chrohn's disease. Urged by his mother to find a hobby
to help with the transition from teaching, Tom took up hawkwatching after
reading a Hamilton newspaper story about the migration over Beamer. He soon
teamed up with the late Jack Ryan and between them many week days were
covered over the years. When George Meyers had to step back as our main
J weekday counter, Tom came forward.
Until just two years ago he looked after zyxwvuts
three days a week, and often came out on weekends to help where he could.

Tom's interests were many and varied. In spring and summer he led weekly hikes through the Grimsby
area for the Bruce Trail Association, and he was active in a local cycling club. His interest in reading led
him to the local library where he also discovered the Internet. He often said that the best years of his life
were the last ten, spent with his wife Ria in their home not far from Beamer CA and hawkwatching.
One of Tom's favourite activities was looking after the small native plant prairie he established on his front
lawn. A memorial for Tom wil be held, rain or shine, at his and Ria's home at 368 Ridge Road West,
Grimsby at 3:30pm on Friday, April 10, 2009, immediately after the annual Hawkwatch Open House at
Beamer. All of Tom's friends are welcome to attend.

GREAT LAKES RAPTOR CONFERENCE TO BE HELD MAY 22-24, 2009
AT CHAUTAUQUA INSTITUTION, NEW YORK
HMANA will sponsor a Great Lakes regional conference from May 22 through
24, 2009, at world-famous Chautauqua Institution in western New York. The
conference is especially designed for raptor enthusiasts in the western and
eastern Great Lakes regions, from Minnesota east through Ontario and New
York but all interested hawkwatchers are encouraged to attend.
Program topics include reports from Great Lakes watch sites, the challenges of
data-collection and protocols for lake-front raptor watches, trend results for
Great Lakes region, and global climate change impacts on migration. The
conference promises to be a great opportunity to learn and exchange
information, but it's also a wonderful weekend getaway, including an organized
birding trip to Presque Isle, a unique peninsula on the shore of Lake Erie that
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offers exciting concentrations of passerine, raptor, shorebird and other migrants (see www.presqueisle.org
and www.presqueisle.org/audubon).
Chautauqua Institution on the shores of Chautauqua Lake provides a rich historical venue for the
conference with reasonably priced accommodations and meals and professional meeting facilities (see
www.ciweb.org).Saturdaynight·sdinner
at Noble Winery overlooking the scenic south shore of Lake Erie
will follow a wine tasting provided by several local wineries at the site (see www.noblewinery.com).
A trip
to the Roger Tory Peterson Institute also is possible.
Chautauqua Institution is about a ninety minute drive from Buffalo International Airport and less than 30
minutes from Jamestown, New York, home of the Roger Tory Peterson Institute. Up-to-date information
about the conference program, trips, housing and registration materials are available at HMANA's web site,
www.hmana.org.
Program costs per person, including meals, accommodations and programs, range from $187 for double
occupancy, shared bath to $270 for single occupancy, private bath. Costs for just the Saturday afternoon
program are $39, for just Saturday evening, $38 (no accommodations). Please contact Gil Randell with
any questions at janngil@fairpoint.net or call 716-753-2333 or by mail at 6901 Moore Road, Mayville, NY
14757.

COMING SOON - NIAGARA BIRDS
The cover illustration shown here introduces the new book, Niagara Birds, -a
work in progress by Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch members John Black and
Kayo Roy.
This 600 plus page book describes in detail bird life in the Niagara Region
during the forty-one year period from 1966 to 2006. Full data on relative
abundance, breeding evidence and early and late dates are presented in 373
species accounts of birds found in the Region in each of the four seasons:
spring, summer, fall and winter. Fully documented as well are the details of the
extremely rare stragglers that have made their way into the Region over the
many years records have been kept.
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Added to this are twenty-seven articles written by prominent members of
Ontario's birding community, including an article by John Stevens on hawk migration at Beamer.

Exceptional colour photographs and high quality black and white drawings of birds observed in the Region
are to be found throughout the book.
Niagara Birds, priced at $55.00 until July 1, 2009 ($60.00 thereafter), can be purchased by sending a
cheque payable to Niagara Birds to Kayo Roy, 13 Kinsman Court, Fonthill, ON LOS 1 E3.

Publication date is expected to be in the fall of 2009. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

W e lcom e to
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
the following ne w m e m be rs - Ke n Ba um a n & S a ndra H orva th
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BOOK REVIEW zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFED
by John
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Stevens
State of North America's Birds of Prey edited by Keith L. Bildstein, Jeff P.
Smith, Ernesto Ruelas Inzunza and Richard R. Veit, published in 2008 by The
Nuttall Ornithological Club & The American Ornithologists' Union. 466 pages.
This book, Series in Ornithology NO.3 of the publishing organizations, represents
the first real product of the Raptor Population Index (RPI) program, a joint venture
of Hawk Mountain Sanctuary and the Hawk Migration Association of North
America (HMANA). Its origin is the proceedings of an RPI symposium held at a joint
meeting of the Raptor Research Foundation and HMANA held at Hawk Mountain,
Pennsylvania in 2007. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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There are twelve chapters contributed by various authors, often as a team. One of
the longest is a description of raptor migration in North America with Laurie
Goodrich as co-author. This discusses each species or sub-species using watch site data and banding
recoveries to document migration routes in the spring and fall, migration behaviour, concentration points,
etc. I found this to be one of the most useful sections although much remains to be learned, particularly
about what birds go where.
There are chapters on the principle and practice of the RPI, each with David Hussell as a co-author, that
demonstrate how the long term monitoring data from sites like ours can be used to estimate population
trends. This reviewer is not qualified to assess whether the statistical methods described are sound but
these chapters are needed as a basis for the subsequent scientific assessments. The trends are then
discussed in three chapters covering the northeast (1974-2004), the west (8 to 22 years ending in 2005)
and around the Gulf of Mexico (1995-2005). There are lots of small graphs in these chapters showing
the trends for the various species at the different study sites .. What struck me was how a species that
showed long-term declines at some sites would have long-term increases at others.
The chapter on the watch sites used for the study was prepared by Inzunza. One of the sites whose data
was used is Holiday Beach near Windsor. I don't know if Ernesto has ever been there but he placed it in
the Niagara Peninsula and said the peninsula "funnels migrants in the region", so we obviously made an
impression on him when he came to address us in 2006.
The longest chapter, titled Conservation Status of North America's Birds of Prey (should have included
Diurnal as no owls are mentioned), discusses each species in turn for the various regions of North America
providing lots of facts and what the population estimates have been, both historically and from RPI,
Christmas Bird Counts, Breeding Bird Surveys and other studies. Numerous maps with arrows depicting
trends detected at specific locations reveal how confusing the data can be and how interpretations must
be regionally based. It is also obvious to me from the data that the "trends" are variable both in degree
and direction. One has to be careful about what period is being examined as the populations appear to
ebb and flow. They are not all straightforward like the increase in Bald Eagles in the east over the last 25
years.
There are also chapters on the RPI website, the future of raptor migration monitoring, and recommended
methods for population monitoring at migration watch sites. This last was written by Ernesto, David and
Ricky Dunn. It was pleasing to see that our site is almost a model for how the monitoring should be done.
5
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A lot of effort has gone into this book. It is a rich source of information on raptor migration. The writing
is generally clear and concise while the maps and graphs are legible and illustrative. Some of the authors
point out that it is an ongoing study and far more data are needed to improve the assessments, both in
years of study and distribution of watch sites. However, it is an early study that has used a limited number
of fall watch sites and only considered fall migration data for the RPI analysis even though spring watch
sites are listed and some chapters use spring information.
Consequently, the findings may be very
preliminary and not that reliable. I am also concerned about the accuracy of the information and whether
the book may have been rushed into print. There are two mistakes just in the listings for Beamer in a table
in Chapter 10 and if that is typical, it doesn't speak well.

It is a reference text and would not appeal to most people. No price is given and NPH received a free copy.
I checked the web sites of Nuttall, AOU and HMANA but none of them even mentioned the book let alone
gave a price. Nos. 1 and 2 of the series are priced at $40 US so I suspect this one will be at least as much
considering the number of graphs, coloured maps and tables that are in it. Those of you that are
interested should have a look at our copy, which we'll arrange to get to Beamer.

DIRECTIONS TO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING &
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPO
BANQUET
/

From Hamilton, Burlington, Oakville, Toronto:
• Take the QEW Niagara to Grimsby and exit at Casablanca
Blvd
• From the offramp, turn south on Casablanca and then
make an immediate left onto South Service
• Proceed east on the South Service Road to Kerman Avenue,
turn right (south) onto Kerman and the Curling Club is on
the right hand side.

From St. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Catha rines, Niagara Falls:
• Take the QEW Niagara to Grimsby and exit at the
Maple Ave/Ontario Street/Christie Street exit
• Continue on the offramp to Christie Street and then turn
left and head south to the South Service Road
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• Turn right on the South Service Road and proceed west to
Kerman Avenue
• Turn left (south) onto Kerman
is on the right hand side.

Avenue and the Curling
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH MIGRATION CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL CONSERVATION AREA

NOTES: zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

1. Species initials and Right (» or Left (c) arrow:
- This combination indicates the start (» or end (c) of the normal (at Beamer) migration period for that species. The same
in bold type indicates the start or end of a noticeable peak period for that species. The box in which this combination is
located indicates the day and month on which the period is likely to start or end.
2. A number, followed by species_initial, followed by a slash (I)and a two digit number:
- In this combination, the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first; the two-digit number
following the IzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
indicates the year in which this occurred. The box in which this combination is located indicates the day
and month on which the event occurred. Example: 655 RS/94 in the March 23rd box indicates that the highest number
of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded in one day was 655, seen on March 23rd, 1994.
TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS - Osprey
SK - American Swallow-tailed Kite
MK - Mississippi Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
NH - Northern Harrier

SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
AK - American Kestrel
CH - Cooper's Hawk
ME - Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon
NG - Northern Goshawk
PR - Prairie Falcon
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
GF - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIH
FH - Ferruginous Hawk

The following information, based on 30+ years of data has been updated to show significant events up to the year 2008.
Largest number of raptors in one season: 19,724 in 1985.
Bb, NH>, SS>, CH>, RT>, RL>, AK> begin February 20th.
MARCH
1

RT>

2
GE>

3
RS>

9

10

4

5

zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgf

6

7

14

NG>

8
TV>

11

12

13

RL>

AK>

CH>
RS>
44AKl90

15

16

17

18

19

BE>

20

21

TV>
ME>
PF>

744 RTJ96
22

23

24

25

26

NH>

655 RSJ94
29

46 RU04

30

27

28

SS>
11 NGJ84
19 BEJ03

2 PFJ91
1,355 TVJ88

2 PFJ90

31
OS>

1 BVJOO*

Largest #zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
of raptors in month: 5,670 in March 1988; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 2,080 on March 26th, 1988
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1

2

BV/08*
8

9

OS><RS

15

16

BW>

<BE

3

4

2 PF/91

1 BV/92

10
BW>

11

17

5

6

7

zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
50 CH/93
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGF
14
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12

13

160S/92

1 FH/92

18

19

20

21

35 NH/96
1,556 SS!76

1 PR/95**

1 GF/77

6,007 BW/85

26

27

28

SW>
1 SKl94

2 PF/90

22

23

1 FH/98*
29

24

25

<OS

<TV

1 FH/02*

6 ME/96
2 PF/94

4 GE/96

30

<RL

2 SW/98*
Largest zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
# of raptors in month: 15,012 in April 1984; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 7,007 on April 21 st, 1985

zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcba

MAY
1

2

3

4

5
<SW

<RT

8

2 SW/97*

1 SW/08*

9

10

11

6
<PF

12

13

14

<NH
<AK

<CH

<SS

<BE

1 MKl97*
4 GEl08
15

7

1 MKl03*

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
<OS

26

27

28

29

30

31
<TV<NH
<SS<CH
<NG<RS
<AK

BWandRT
continue beyond
May 31st ...

<BW
<RL
<ME
<GE

Largest # of raptors in month: 2,685 in May 1980; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 1,492 on May 4th, 1989
• Sighting not reviewed! accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
.•• First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario
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