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GENERAL MEETING & BANQUET
APRIL 28, 2007
This year's Annual General
Meeting and dinner (aka
"the banquet") will be held
on Saturday, April 28, 2007
at the Grimsby Curling Club.
The guest speaker will be
Kay McKeever, co-founder
of the Owl Foundation.
The Owl Foundation is a
non-profit organization that
operates a centre for both the rehabilitation to
release status of Canadian owl species, and the
behavioural observation of permanently damaged
wild owls in a breeding environment.

2007 NPH OPEN HOUSE
The NPH will once again hold it's annual Open House
on Good Friday, April 6, 2007 at Beamer Memorial
Conservation Area in Grimsby.
This year's activities will include displays, nature
groups, 'hawk talks' by Mike Street and the children's
program presented by Carla Carlson of Niagara
Nature Tours. If possible, a rehabilitated raptor will be
released during the day.
Visit the NPH website [www.hwcn.org/linkiniaghawk]
in March for complete details about the Open House,
including an Agenda with times for the day's activities.
Everyone is welcome. Invite your family and
friends ... it should be a good day for them, and the
birds too!

An engaging and entertaining speaker, Kay
McKeever will relate some of her experiences with
owls over the past forty years.
Socializing and the bucket raffle begin at 5:00pm.
The pre-supper wine and cheese starts at 5:15, and
as per tradition, members of the NPH will select the
wines for the evening in advance. Dinner will start
around 6: 15. Donations are still needed for the
bucket raffle - please contact Keith Dieroff at (905)
545-5859.
Tickets are priced at $25 for members and their
spouses/partners, and $32 for non-members
(includes annual membership to the NPH). Please
call John Stevens at 685-6734, or Glenn Barnett at
(905) 628-2093 to make arrangements for tickets.
The Grimsby Curling Club is located at 277 Kerman
Avenue, Grimsby. Please see page 6 of this
newsletter for directions.
Mark your calendars. See you there!

What's Inside ...
In Memoriam - Bruce William Duncan
Birds of Hamilton and Surrounding Areas
President's Corner
HNAMANews
Book Review - Hawks From Every Angle
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IN MEMORIAM - BRUCE WILLIAM DUNCAN (1946-2006)
Bruce Duncan - environmentalist, hawkwatcher, raptor
bander, educator and winner of HMANA's highest
honour, the Maurice Broun Award for Lifetime
Achievement in Raptor Conservation - passed away in
Hamilton, Ontario on 11 November 2006. His sudden
and senseless death resulted from a traffic accident
caused by the driver of the other vehicle involved.
Born in the United Kingdom of Scottish heritage, Bruce
came to Canada at a young age with his parents and
siblings. After receiving a degree in Psychology from
Wilfred Laurier University he spent three years working
as a guide and interpreter at Quetico Provincial Park in
northern Ontario. This experience caused him to return
to school to earn a degree in biology at the University of
Waterloo. After 11 years as a resource interpreter for the
Grand River Conservation Authority, in 1988 Bruce joined
the staff of the Hamilton Conservation Authority (HCA) to
look after their outdoor education program. He became
the HCA's staff ecologist, then Director of Watershed
Planning and Engineering, and in 2004 was named
General Manager and Chief Administrative Officer of the
HCA.
His interest in raptors led him to spend many years as a
bander and hawkwatcher at the fall hawkwatch site at
Hawk Cliff, on the north shore of Lake Erie near Port
Stanley, Ontario. As a bander he was known for not
wearing gloves, even with the largest eagles, and he had
the scars to prove it. Bruce met his future wife, Janet Snaith, through his work at Hawk Cliff. Their involvement
with raptors and the location was such that their 1992 marriage took place at Hawk Cliff, with both of them (and
the Minister) wearing binoculars and a firm understanding in place that if a really good bird showed up the
ceremony would be delayed a bit!

Bruce also helped out at the spring hawkwatch at Grimsby, on
the south shore of Lake Ontario, which had been started in
1975. In 1990 he spearheaded the organization of the Niagara
Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH). As the NPH's first President, he
guided the membership in continuing the work of the Grimsby
Hawkwatch, finding and training new hawkwatchers, and
educating the public about the natural phenomenon taking
place right over their heads. His 'Hawk Talks' during the annual
Open House held at Beamer Memorial Conservation Area, the
NPH watch site, were always popular. Almost every year
during one of these talks a Bald Eagle would appear, giving
those assembled a real treat. Despite his busy work schedule
he would book at least two days in the hawkwatcher rotation
each season. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFED
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With his broad interest in nature, Bruce was willing to get involved. He served as President of the Hamilton
Naturalists' Club and the Ontario Bird Banding Association, as well as on boards and committees of many
organizations, including the Long Point Bird Observatory and the Owl Rehabilitation Foundation. Recognizing
that general interest in bird watching was increasing, in 1986 he founded the Hamilton Bird Study Group, which
he led for 10 years; the group is still going strong and recently celebrated its 20th anniversary. In 1992 he was
named Hamilton's Environmentalist of the Year and also received the Canada 125 Award for Environmental
Service to the Community.
In addition to banding and hawkwatching, Bruce wrote or contributed to many articles on birds of prey for
different journals, among them HMANA's Hawk Migration Studies. He served on HMANA's Board of Directors,
was a presenter at the HMANA conventions at Cape May in 1991 and Corpus Christi in 1993, and attended the
1995 and 2000 conventions at Windsor and Hawk Mountain. In the late 1980s he coordinated reintroduction
hacking programs in the Hamilton area for Bald Eagles and Peregrine Falcons, and since 1995 acted as
consultant and primary bander for the Hamilton Community Peregrine Project.
In a news story the Hamilton Spectator called Bruce "a
community treasure" and headlined an editorial, "We lost
a teacher". The memorial service on November 25 was
attended by so many people that the large funeral home
was overflowing and extra parking had to be arranged.
While pictures of Bruce were displayed on large screens
in all the rooms, a representative of the Government of
Ontario, colleagues from the HCA and several friends
spoke warmly in his memory. Bruce is survived by Janet,
their two children, James and Katie, his sister Margaret
anoorottrer.nrrr'A quietman with a 'drysense of humour,
his only wish was to share his knowledge and love of
nature with his family and others. He was perhaps most
aptly described by his friend Bob Curry, as "a gentleman, and a gentle man". Bruce is and will be missed.
Whenever in the future a Bald Eagle goes over Beamer, many will think of him .• :.

BIRDS OF HAMILTON AND SURROUNDING AREAS
In October 2006, "Birds of Hamilton and Surrounding Areas" by Robert
Curry was published by the Hamilton Naturalists' Club (HNC). This 676page book documents the status of over 386 species of birds that have
occurred in the Hamilton Study Area (HSA). The HSA covers a 25-mile/
40 km radius circle centred on Hamilton, and so also includes all or parts
of Hamilton, Halton, Brant, Haldimand, Norfolk, Peel, Waterloo, Wellington
and Niagara counties.
As well as detailed bird species accounts written by Bob Curry, the book
features 32 pages of colour photographs, original art by Robert Bateman,
David Beadle and Peter Burke, a provocative foreword by Fred
Bodsworth, 20 chapters by leading local field naturalists, and detailed
colour maps of the regional hot spots and seasonal bar graphs for each
species. Look especially for the history of the NPH by Mike Street and the
chapter on Hamilton's Peregrine Falcons by Mike and Audrey Gamble.
This $60.00 book is available through the HNC (www.hamiltonnature.org,
905-381-0329) and local book retailers.• :. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONML
by John Stevens
As I write this, we have just come through the first cold week of the season and here in St. Catharines, it has
been snowing all day, although with little accumulation, Nevertheless it feels like winter has arrived at last, and
you want me to tell you what days I'll count hawks? True folks; the calendar says it's the beginning of February,
but we're only three weeks away from the official start of the hawkwatch season, and winter will be over almost
as soon as it started, or so we hope,
Last year in this space, I speculated that the mild weather we had in January 2006 might have an adverse effect
on the counts for large buteos and Bald Eagles. After having had our best year ever for eagles by far, I'm getting
out of the prediction business while I still have some credibility.

Just stick to the facts, Stevens. And the fact is that the Raptor Population Index (RPI) program will be using our
data in their first assessment of data from spring migrations, which is just getting underway. Between Bill Smith
and Mike Street, with an assortment of auditors, we've managed to get our complete records for the last eleven
years into electronic format. This includes all the years that we've had the tower and the Counter's Manual and
should be our most consistent data. We in the NPH know that spring data is better than fall data because
(choose three):
• the birds aren't so high;
• the counters are more experienced;
• there aren't all those young birds getting in the way;
• the serious birders have no better place to go;
• the air is clearer in the spring;
• there are fewer good places to watch and therefore more watchers per site. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQP
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Let's hope the study tells us more than the Red-headed Condor (a.k.a. TV) population is increasing.
As you will see elsewhere in this issue, the NPH has lost one of its foremost members but I'm sure Bruce
expects us to continue the good work without his guidance. The NPH has made a donation to the RPI program
in Bruce's memory as he was an ardent supporter of it from the beginning. There is also good news to report
as Tom Reavley's eyesight is back to 20/20 and we won't be able to fool him anymore with reports of imaginary
Merlins, low over the vineyard.
Hey! HERE THEY COME. See you at Beamer.• :.

HMANA NEWS
by Art Slaughter
In late 2006, talnMcl.eod was elected the new Chair of HMANA, replacing Will Weber whose term was up. The
organization has developed a strategic plan, with the Raptor Population Index (RPI), and similar scientific
applications of our census data continuing to be a focus. HMANA is in need of additional funding for this pivotal
project, so please visit their website (hmana.org) and do what you can to help.
HMANA's first annual field trip to Veracruz was a huge success, with the group seeing 222 different species.
The 2006 tour guide was VeracruZ/Pro Natura pioneer, Ernesto R. Inzunza. Stay tuned for information on
HMANA's 2007 Veracruz tour.
In September 2007, the tri-annual HMANA conference will be held in conjunction with the Raptor Research
Foundation meeting in Allentown, Pennsylvania. Several field trips to Hawk Mountain and other venues are
planned, so please mark Sept 12 -16 on your calendar.• :. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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HAWKS FROM EVERY ANGLE zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPON
Book Review by Keith Dierolf with technical notes from Mike Street zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcb
Hawks from Every Angle: How to Identify Raptors in Flight.
was written by Jerry Liguori with a foreword by David A. Sibley.
It consists of 144 pages with 339 colour photos, 32 black and
maps.
white photos, and 2zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Let me start by saying I like this book. For day-to-day
hawkwatching, I think it is by far the best I've seen, and it will
replace Peterson's as the guide that I bring to Beamer on count
days.
As Mike says later in his notes, this book is worth buying for the
photos alone. I also found the shapes pages at the end of each
chapter very useful for hawkwatching in the field.
Before you rush out to buy this book based on my
endorsement, here are a few notes from Mike about the
strengths and weaknesses of the content:
1. The book is worth buying for the photos alone. The eyelevel and shots-from-above pictures of raptors are
amazing. Except for Hawk Mountain in the fall, there are
not many locations in eastern North America where a
hawkwatcher c-an get face-to-face or topside views.
2. The Glossary mentions the bib but this is not shown in the Anatomy drawing on page 3. Text is not always
consistent, e.g. Swainson's Hawk description on p.49 mentions remiges, but these are not shown or
described in the Anatomy drawing.
3. It would have been nice if the site maps on pages 8 & 9 included at least one Canadian hawkwatch.
We've been watching hawks at Beamer for a lot longer than some of the sites shown, and there's lots of
room on the page.
4. The timetable on page 11 may be OK for western birds but is a good two weeks late for most species
during spring and fall migrations in the east.
5. Page numbers are missing on many pages, making it a bit difficult to navigate the book.
6. Some of the descriptive text seems overdone, in that too many points of reference are given and
occasionally appear contradictory. For example, the paragraph on Red-tail undersides on p. 54 describes
western characteristics followed by eastern, but then closes out the paragraph by saying, "Note that many
Red-tailed Hawks from eastern Canada resemble typical Western birds."
7. I often found it hard to keep track of the plumage points because some words and phrases used for adults
were then immediately repeated in paragraphs on juveniles or morphs. I think that if the same info was
provided in table format the side-by-side layout might have made comparisons between forms more easy
to grasp.
Aside from few 'warts' described above, this is an excellent book. It is tailor-made for hawkwatchers, as it
provides photos and descriptions of situations you might encounter at any hawkwatch, including Beamer.• :.
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From Hamilton, Burlington,

TO ANNUAL

GENERAL

#34

MEETING

Oakville, Toronto: zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

• Take the QEW Niagara to Grimsby and exit at
Casablanca Blvd
• From the offramp, turn south on Casablanca and
then make an immediate left onto South Service
• Proceed east on the South Service Road to Kerman
Avenue, turn right (south) onto Kerman and the
Curling Club is on the right hand side.
From St. Catharines, Niagara Falls:
• Take the QEW Niagara to Grimsby and exit at the
Maple Ave/Ontario Street/Christie Street exit
• Continue on the offramp to Christie Street and then
turn left and head south to the South service Road
• Turn right on the South Service Road and proceed
west to Kerman Avenue
• Turn left (south) onto Kerman Avenue and the
Curling Club is on the right hand side. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH MIGRATION CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL CONSERVATION AREA

NOTES:
1. Species initals and Right (» or Left («) arrow:
of the normal (at Beamer) migration period for that species. The
This combination indicates the start (» or end «)zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
same in bold type indicates the start or end of a noticeable peak period for that species. The box in which this
combination is located indicates the day and month on which the period is likely to start or end.
2. A number, followed by species initial, followed by a slash (/)and a two digit number:
In this combination, the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first; the two-digit number
following the IzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
indicates the year in which this occurred. The box in which this combination is located indicates the day
and month on which the event occurred. Example: 655 RS/94 in the March 23rd box indicates that the highest
number of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded in one day was 655, seen on March 23rd, 1994.
TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS - Osprey
SK - American Swallow-tailed Kite
MK - Mississippi Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
NH - Northern Harrier

SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
NG - Northern Goshawk
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk
FH - Ferruginous Hawk

AK - American Kestrel
ME - Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon
PR - Prairie Falcon
GF - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

The following information, based on 30+ years of data has been updated to show significant events up to the year 2004.
Largest number of raptors in one season: 19,724 in 1985.
BE>, NH>, SS>, CH>, RT>, RL>, AK> begin February 20th. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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MARCH
1
RT>
NG>

2
GE>

3
RS>

4

5

6

7

8
TV>

9

10

11
RL>

12
AK>

13
CH>
RS>

14

44AK/90
15

16

17

18
BE>

19

20
TV>
ME>
PF>

21

24

25

26
SS>

27

28

744 RT/96
22

23
NH>

655 RS/94
29

46 RU04

30

2 PF/91
1355 TV/88

11 NG/84
19 BEl03

2 PF/90

31
as>

1 BV/OO'

Largest # of raptors in month: 5,670 in March 1988; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 2,080 on March 26th, 1988
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. APRIL zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGF

1

8
OS><RS

2

9

3

4

2 PF/91

1 BV/92 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
50 CH/93

10
BW>

11

17

5

7

12

13

160S/92

1 FH/92

18

19

20

21

35 NH/96
1556 SS/76

1 PRl95--

1 GF177

6007 BW/85

26

27

28

15
BW>
SW>

16
<BE

1 SKl94

2 PF/90

22

23

24
<OS

25
<TV

1 FH/98--

1 FH/02-

6 MEf96
2 PF/94

29

6

14

4 GEf96

30
<RL

2 SW/98- zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Largest # of raptors in month: 15,012 in April 1984; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 7,007 on April 21 st, 1985
MAY

1 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
2

3

4
<RT

5

6
<PF

7

<SW

11

12
<NH
<AK

13
<CH
<BE

14
<SS

2 SW/97-

8

9

10
<GE

1 MKl97-

1 MKl03-

15
<BW
<RL
<ME

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
<OS

26

27

28

29

30

31
<TV<NH
<SS<CH
<NG<RS
<AK

BWandRT
continue beyond
May 31st...

Largest # of raptors in month: 2,685 in May 1980; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 1,492 on May 4th, 1989
• Sighting not reviewed/accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
•• First accepted Prairie Fa/con record in Ontario
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