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PEREGRINE PROGRAM AT ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING & BANQUET
APRIL 30, 2005
This year's Annual General
. Meeting and dinner (aka "the
banquet") will be held on
Saturday, April 30, 2005 at the
Grimsby Curling Club. The
guest speaker will be Audrey
Gamble of Hamilton, whose
topic will be 'Urban Peregrines Falcons at the Sheraton
Hamilton'. Since.·1995, Peregrine Falcons have
nested. with some help from their friends in the
Hamilton Community Peregrine Project, pn a ledge
high above King Street in the heart of the city. It is
an avian success story, mainly due to the birds
themselves, but not all has been smooth. Audrey will
tell us about some of the ups and downs as well as
about the terrific birds.
Socializing and the bucket raffle begin at 5:00pm.
The pre-supper wine and cheese starts at 5: 15, and
as per tradition, members of the NPH will select the
wines for the evening in advance. Dinner will start
around 6: 15. Donations are still needed for the
bucket raffle - please contact Jane Hamilton at (905)
765-2832.
Tickets are priced at $25 for members and their
spouses/partners, and $30 for non-members
(includes annual membership to the NPH). Please
call John Stevens at (905) 792-1093 [weekdays] or
(905) 685-6734 [weekends], or Glenn Barnett at
(905) 628-2093 to make arrangements for tickets.
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NPH OPEN HOUSE SET FOR
GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 2005
The NPH will once again hold it's annual Open House
on Good Friday,'. March 25, 2005 at Beamer Memorial
Conservation Area in Grimsby.
Last year's event was an unequivocal success with
great attendance, good weather and a significant flight
of hawks, including the first Broad-winged Hawks of
the season. While there won't likely be any Broadwings at this year's Open House, there is a good
chance of a strong Turkey Vulture flight, or maybe
even a big eagle day.
This year's activities will include displays, nature
groups, 'hawk talks' by Bruce Duncan and the
children's . program presented by Carla Carlson of
Niagara Nature Tours. If possible, a rehabilitated
raptor will be released during the day.
New exhibitors this year will include the Bruce Trail
Association, and Niagara West Tourism Association.
The Bruce Trail Association will be leading a morning
hike from the Grimsby Lion's Club pool on Elm Street
to Beamer and back again to promote the hawkwatch.
For more information about the hike, check the NPH
website at www.hwcn.org/linklniaghawk.
Everyone is welcome. Invite your family . and
friends ... it should be a good day for them, and the
birds too!

What's Inside ...

President's Corner
The Grimsby Curling Club is located at 277 Kerman
HMANANews
Avenue, Grimsby. Please see page five of this
Historical Beamer Results Going Online
newsletter for directions. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Directions to Annual General Meeting
Mark your calendars. See you there!

zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfed
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONM
by John Stevens
With the days lengthening and the warmer sun eating away at the snow cover, it's time for the hawks to start
their annual flight north. It's also time for us to head out to Beamer to catch the show. As I write this, daily
counters are being scheduled, arrangements are being made with our hosts, the Niagara Peninsula'
Conservation Authority, for snow ploughing, tables, etc. and Bill Smith of Hamilton is gearing up to enter our
collected data into the Hawkcount database.
.
Meanwhile, I recommend that you check out our web site on the Internet to see the great job that Keith Dieroff
has done in redesigning it for us. The address, which we need to disseminate more, is
www.hwcn.org/linklniaghawk. Send a link to your friends, near and far, to spread the word about the fascinating
phenomenon of the parade of raptors that we experience each year.
In the last newsletter, I noted that the organization needed some volunteers to help with carrying out the
various tasks that have to be done to continue our current programs. It is discouraging to report that not only
did we get no positive responses, but one member of our executive committee chose to resign. This has meant
. that the people currently contributing are collectively carrying more responsibilities. Surely there is somebody
out there willing to lend us a hand.
After collecting data on the migration for 30 years, we are hoping to have the information from our site included
in the first scientific study being conducted for the Raptor Population Index (RPI) program that is described
elsewhere in this issue. This will make use of the information entered into the Hawkcount database. A minimum
of ten consecutive years of data are needed for this first study and through the efforts of Mike Street, the
Hamilton Naturalists' Club obtained a grqnt for us to help with the historical data entry. The funding is being used
to prOVlde-anhOnorariumtoBiilSmith to get the 1995to 2000dala ente'red.Ateam of members wilTIhenDe auditing the information for completeness and accuracy so that it may be added to the Hawkcount database in
time for use in the study.
All of your executive committee strongly support a suggestion by our founding father, Bruce Duncan, that the
RPI program represents a significant step to utilize the wealth of information that has been collected over the
years, deserving of our commitment and support. To that end, on your behalf we made a donation of $1,000 to
HMANA to facilitate its implementation.
HERE THEY COME! Time to go watch some hawks. See you at Beamer.

HMANA NEWS
by Art Slaughter

annual abundance and trends for each species
of migratory raptor from as many count sites as
possible;
2. Make those results available widely (i.e. to
participating count sites, the scientific
community. conservation agencies and the
public).

Raptor Population Index
The Hawk Migration Association of North America
(HMANA) has teamed up with Hawk Mountain
Sanctuary and HawkWatch International to develop
a raptor population index (RPI) that is intended to
measure population trends using the spring and fall
census data from count sites in Canada, the US,
and Central America.

The RPI implementation plan has been developed
and approved by the partners. In June 2004, the
RPI project received funding from the US National
Fish & Wildlife Foundation. The Niagara Peninsula
Hawkwatch also donated $1,000 to the project. zyxwvutsrqp

SpeCific objectives of the RPI are to:
1. Produce scientifically defensible indices of
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For hawk watchers everywhere the launch of the
RPI project is very exciting - it is the most significant
attempt to take a large volume of raptor census data
and use it for scientific purposes. Many of us have .
been tracking raptor migration for decades. RPI
. represents the first time that the data will be used to
understand what is happening . on a broad scale.
Sophisticated statistical analyses have recently
been developed to allow precise tracking of
population trends.

#30 zyxwvuts

Each spring they count approximately 20,000
raptors.
The newer GE wind turbines being installed are
close to 450 feet tall - that's 300 feet taller than the
Statue of Uberty! Their massive rotor blades rotate
at 18 rpm (over 200 mph) and have a sweep area
equal to that of a football field. Three of the proposed Chautauqua wind turbines are to be located
quite close to an existing bald eagle nesting area.

The RPI project's Management Committee is: Keith
Bildstein, Steve Hoffman, David Hussell, Kirk
Moulton, Jeff Smith and Will Weber.

If the Chautauqua project is implemented, it will be
the first project in the southern Great Lakes flyway
and the first project in a major eastern US migration
site. Implementation would create a precedent that
could put other flyways at risk. Just two years ago,
If you want to join HMANA or obtain more informaapplications were being prepared for a wind power
tion on RPI, then please go to - www.hmana.org.
project located on the Niagara escarpment near
Grimsby. There is a growing concern that as
Wind Power • '~reen'
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Power With An Edge
companies aggressively pursue new wind power
There is growing concern amongst hawkwatchers
farms, the environmental impact gufdelines
governing site selection are not as definitive and
worldwide that the erection of massive wind turbines
in the direct path of migrating raptors will kill raptors
enforceable as they should be.
and other birds. Such wind farms can also cause
significant disruption to migration patterns and
Conservation and other like-minded organizations
find themselves in a strange position - fighting
nesting sites. One such group presented their
against the placement of an 'environmentally
concerns to HMANA's Board on Nov. 20th, 2004.
friendly' power source. Since the broad public
Len DeFrancisco and Gil Randell from the Ripley
Hawk Watch gave an in-depth presentation about
perception is that wind power is good, it means that
opposing organizations have quite an expensive
the proposed installation of 34 wind turbines by
challenge on their hands. As Ripley Hawkwatch has
Chautauqua Windpower. Ripley is located on the
said - 'good idea, bad location'.
south shore of Lake Erie between Erie and Buffalo.

HISTORICAL BEAMER RESULTS GOING ON·LlNE
For the last two years, through the efforts of Bill Brown and Mike Street, all hourly data gathered by NPH
counters has . been entered into the HAWKCOUNT,
the on-line database developed by the Hawk Migration
.
Association of North America (HMANA). Data entry has been done within days of the actual counting so
members can easily see what's happening during the season.
As part of the development of the new Raptor Population Index (RPI), HMANA asked hawkwatches to provide
at least 10 years of hourly data for the project's first analysis work (see separate article on RPI elsewhere in this
newsletter), The NPH Executive wanted Beamer data to be part of this initial study. After some bumps in the
road we obtained a small grant from the McCallum-McBride Foundation in Hamilton and data entry work
started. This spring, after auditing is complete, all data from 1995-2004 inclusive will be available through
Hawkcount.
Since the grant was awarded we have also learned that Beamer data from 1975 through 1990 is available in
computer files!
In 1990, David Hussell of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources wrote a paper comparing raptor data from
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Beamer and Holiday Beach (near Windsor, Ontario) during the period 1975-1990. David, who currently has a
major role in the RPI project, has been able to locate the computer files used for his paper. As this newsletter
goes to press, work is underway to convert David's files and place them in the HAWKCOUNT database. When
the conversion is complete the data will all be checked and then made available. At that point it will be
necessary to put data from 1991 through 1994 into HAWKWCOUNT so all 30 years of Beamer data will be
on-line.
As the Spring 2005 counters' reports arrive results will be recorded in HAWKCOUNT by our new Data Compiler,
Bill Smith. Bill is a well-known birder who has been active in Hamilton and Ontario since the 1950s. If a report
is received and entered within three days of being recorded in Grimsby, an e-mail with that day's numbers and
other information is automatically generated and sent out to over 1600 people via the BIRDHAWK and
ONTBIRDS listservs.
Want to see 2005 year-to-date or previous years' numbers other than in an e-mail? Beamer counts for 2003 and
2004 are available online to everyone at the HAWKCOUNT site (www.hawkcount.org). We do not make the
current season's numbers available to the general public until they have been audited, any inaccuracies
corrected to the best of our ability, and members have received the Summer newsletter with the full set of
season counts. However, paid up NPH members who would like to access 2005 data anytime after March 1 can
do so via HAWKCOUNT. Contact Mike Street, at <mikestreet@hwcn.org>, and he will supply you ~ith a
password and instructions.
Anticipating that some hawkwatchers would not want to get all the non-raptor e-mails posted to ONTBIRDS, or
reports from the many other hawkwatches posting to BIRDHAWK, HMANA has arranged for each site to have
its own listserv, i.e. people signed on will get only that site's posts. If you are a paid up NPH member and would
like to receive all 2005 Beamer postlnqs.jilease e-mail Mike Street_~mikesJreet@hwcn.org~PI?asEt note that
if you are also subscribed to ONTBIRDS and/or BIRDHAWK you will get multiple copies of posts less than four
days old. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

DIRECTIONS TO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
From Hamilton, Burlington, Oakville, Toronto:
• Take the QEW Niagara to Grimsby and exit at Casablanca Blvd
• From the offramp, turn south on Casablanca and then make an immediate left onto the South Service
Road
• Proceed east on the South Service Road to Kerman Avenue, turn right (south) onto Kerman and the
Curling Club is on the right hand side.

From St. Catharines, Niagara Falls:
• Take the QEW Niagara to Grimsby and exit at the Maple Ave/Ontario Street/Christie Street exit
• Continue on the offramp to Christie Street and then turn left and head south to the South Service Road
• Turn right on the South Service Road and proceed west to Kerman Avenue
• Turn left (south) onto Kerman Avenue and the Curling Club is on the right hand side. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXW
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH MIGRATION CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL CONSERVATIONAREA
NOTES:
1. Species initals and Right (»
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
or Left «) arrow:
This combination indicates the start (» or end «) of the normal (at Beamer) migration period for that species. The
same in bold type indicates the start or end of a noticeable peak period for that species. The box in which this
combination is located indicates the day and month on which the period is likely to start or end.
2. A number, followed by species initial, followed by a slash (/)and a two digit number:
In this combination, the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first; the two-digit number
following the / indicates the year in which this occurred. The box in which this combination is located indicates the day
and month on which the event occurred. Example: 655 RS/94 in the March 23rd box indicates that the highest
number of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded in one day was 655, seen on March 23rd, 1994.
TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS - Osprey
SK - American Swallow-tailed Kite
MK - Mississippi Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
NH - Northern Harrier

SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
NG - Northern Goshawk
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk
FH - Ferruginous Hawk

AK - American Kestrel
ME - Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon
PR - Prairie Falcon
GF - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

The following information, based on 30+ years of data has been updated to show significant events up to the year 2004.
Largest number of raptors in one season: 19,724 in 1985.
BE>, NH>, 88>, CH>, RT>, RL>,.AK> begin February 20th.
MARCH
1
RT>
NG>

2
GE>

3
RS>

4

5

6

7

8
TV>

9

10

11
RL>

12
AK>

13
CH>
R5>

14

44AK/90
15

16

17

744 RT/96

22

23
NH>
655 RS/94

29

46 RU04

30

18
BE>

19

20
21
TV>
ME>
PF> zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQP

26
55>
2 PF/91
7 GEl88
1355 TV/88

27

7 GE/86

24

25

11 NG/84
19 BEl03

28

2 PF/90

31
OS>
1 BV/OO*

Largest # of raptors in month: 5,670 in March 1988; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 2,080 on March 26th, 1988
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1

8
OS><RS

2

9

3

4

5

2 PF/91

1 BV/92

50 CH/93

10
BW>

11

7'

12

13

14

160S/92

1 FH/92

18

19

20

21

35 NH/96
1556 SS/76

1 PRl95** \,

1 GF177

6007 BW/85

26

27

28

15
BW>
SW>

16
<BE

1 SKl94

2 PF/90

22

23

24
<OS

25
<TV

1 FH/98**

1 FH/02*

6 ME/96
2 PF/94

29

17

6

30
<RL

.. ,

I
!

2 SW/98* zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Largest# of raptors in month: 15,012 in April 1984; largest # of raptors in one dayin month: 7,007 on April 21st, 1985
",,,,.
~ c:.
. -
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MAY
1

2

3

5
<SW

4
<RT

6
<PF

7

2 SW/97*
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

8

9

10
<GE

12
<NH
<AK

11

13
<CH
<BE

14
<55

1 MKlO3*

1 MKl97*
15
<BW
<RL
<ME

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
<OS

26

27

28

29

30

31
<TV<NH
<SS<CH
<NG<RS
<AK

BWandRT
continue beyond
May 31st...

Largest # of raptors in month: 2,695 in May 1980; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 1,492 on May 4th, 1989
• Sigh ting not reviewed/acceptedby Ontario Bird Records Committee
•• First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario
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