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BRUCE HUNTER TO SPEAK AT
AGM & BANQUET ON APRIL 24

This year's Annual General Meeting and Dinner
(aka "the Banquet") will be held on Saturday, April
24th, 2004, at the Grimsby Curling Club.
The guest speaker will be
Dr. Bruce Hunter, avian/
wildlife
pathologist and
Professor in the Department
of Pathobiology, Ontario
Veterinary College (OVC),
at the University of Guelph.
Bruce graduated from the
W'estem
College
ofVeterinary
Medicine
in
Saskatoon in 1974 and
completed his graduate
work at the same institution working on lead
poisoning and avian cholera in waterfowl. After
three years in private veterinary practice he joined
the Government of Ontario Veterinary Diagnostic
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At this year's banquet Bruce's talk will focus on the
research, findings and implications for wildlife of the
occurrence of West Nile virus in this area in 2002 and
2003. Tickets are priced at $25 for members and their
spouses/partners, and $40 for non-members
(includes annual membership to the NPH). Call John
Stevens or Mike Street to make arrangements for
tickets.
Socializing and the bucket raffle begin at 5:00pm. The
pre-supper wine and cheese starts at 5:15, and as
per tradition, members of the NPH will select the
wines for the evening in advance. Dinner will start
around 6:15. The Grimsby Curling Club is located at
277 Kerman Avenue (take QEW to Casablanca Blvd,
left on South Service Road, right on Kerman Ave).
Donations are still needed for the bucket raffle please contact Keith Dieroff at (905) 545-5859. Mark
your calendars. Hope to see you there! .:.
WANT TO BE A COUNTER?

The NPH is always in need of more people to count

Lab as an avian pathologist and coordinator of the

hawks. Anyone

Ontario Hatchery Supply Flock Policy.

counter should get in touch with Mike Street bye-mail
(mikestreet@hwcn.org) or by telephone at (905) 6483737. We plan to have training workshops on two
weekends this season, from 10:00am to 3:00pm on
Saturday and Sunday, March 20th and 21St, and again
on Saturday and Sunday, April 1 ih and 18th.
Everyone is welcome .• :.

Three years later he joined the University of
Guelph where he has been ever since. He
teaches the avian/wildlife medicine and pathology
portion of the undergraduate Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine program, and his research interests
involve studying diseases of poultry, mink and wild
birds. His present research projects include an
investigation of calicivirus enteritis in mink, issues
associated with the transport of commercial
poultry and West Nile Virus in owls. He founded
the OVC Wild Bird Clinic in 1985 and has been
involved in environmental education for over 20
years.
Bruce and his wife Daina live on a farm north of
Fergus, Ontario where Appaloosa horses and
Charollais sheep occupy most of their spare time.

who would

like to learn to be a

Inside This Issue
President's Column
NPH Open House - Friday, April 9th
Review - Hawkwatch DVD
Review - Hawks of North America, 2nd Edition
Getting Beamer Results via the Internet
The Doug Tarry Young Ornithologists' Workshop
Southern Ontario Bald Eagles
NPH Member's Study Available Online
Be On The Lookout For Colour Marked Red-tails
2003/2004 Hawkwatch Executive
NPH Migration Calendar

2
2
3
4
5
5
6
6
6 zyxwvutsrq
6
7

February zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
2004

Newsletter #28 zyxwvu

THIRTY YEARS AT BEAMER - FIFTEEN OF NPH!!! zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWV
President's Column by Mike Street

As we quickly approach the thirtieth season of organized Hawkwatchingat Beamer Memorial Conservation Area,
and fifteenth year of the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch, it is time to look into the crystal ball to see what the
season may bring. Our Red-tail numbers have been down for the last few years, leading me to wonder if this was
due to winters being warm enough for Red-tails to find food and stay closer to their summer homes. Very large
numbers of Red-tails were seen at some hawkwatches last fall. If I've been right, we should see a surge at
Beamer this year. On at least one and possibly two separate days last spring watchers at the point reported
counts of over 30 Osprey that did not fly high enough to be seen from the parking lot. This is something we want to
monitor closely in 2004. There was also a huge flight of Golden Eagles through Pennsylvania last fall - Hawk
Mountain tallied over 30 in a single day in late November - and many were seen at Hawk Cliff, Holiday Beach and
Erie Metropark. For a while I've said that the increasing numbers of Golden Eagles we've been seeing suggested
the existence of at least two breeding areas, one in far north-eastern Quebec and Labrador and a second in far
northern Ontario on the west side of James Bay. Now I'm wondering if there could be three, those two and another
on the east side of James Bay in north-western Quebec. So many birds, so little time, but eventually the data we
gather will help put the picture together!
We are heading into the second year of recording our data on-line in the HAWKCOUNT database. See elsewhere
in this newsletter for access to that information. Those of you without a computer should not worry - the
newsletters will still arrive with the primary numbers and information. As of this writing the 2004 counter schedule
is filling up fast, and the help of everyone is much appreciated. We always need more counters, so please contact
me if you can commit to a day or two of counting. On-the-job training is provided, so don't let inexperience stop
you.
A lot has been accomplishes at Bearner-Oa-ln thirty year's. Dave Copetand-ane then-Mary Ellen Heeb 0Fganized
counters and details from 1975 through 1989. The Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch was formed in 1990 to keep
things going and inform the public, with Bruce Duncan as our first President. Today we have even more counters
available than in the past, we have the tower and now a new information sign, and last year took the first steps
toward having all our data available electronically for research. Our relationship with the Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority is great, and more people than ever before know about the annual spring migration. I am
fortunate to be President of NPH as we reach the thirty and fifteen-year marks, but after ten years in the post this
will be my last President's Column. I will still be around helping out as needed, but it is time for someone else to
take the reins and drive the wagon. My sincere thanks to everyone who has helped the hawkwatch during my term
as President, especially to those who have served on the Executive. There are members who could help on the
. Executive but have not come forward to date. Please do so, and help the NPH into the second thirty years of
successful hawkwatching at Beamer CA. .:.

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE - GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2004
The NPH will once again hold it's annual Open
House on Good Friday, April 9th, 2004. This year's
activities will include displays, nature groups, 'hawk
talks' by Bruce Duncan and the children's program
presented by Carla Carlson of Niagara Nature Tours.
If possible, a rehabilitated raptor will be released
during the day.

South and Central America and the southern United
States past Grimsby on their way to their breeding
grounds elsewhere in Ontario. Insets show how
weather affects the birds along the escarpment.
Silhouettes of the three main raptor families seen at
Beamer are also prominent.
Everyone is welcome. Invite your family and
friends .. .it should be a good day for them, and the
birds too! .:.

Visitors will be able to see the new NPH supplied
hawkwatch panel installed in its permanent location.
Designed by our own Dave Copeland, the panel
illustrates the routes raptors take traveling from
2
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REVIEWS
By Mike Street
Hawk Watch - A Video Guide To Eastern Raptors,
DVD Version, Brownbag Productions, Hillsborough,
NC. Program running
time, 36 minutes,
plus extra features.
$24.95US.
Note:
David Wood of Wild
Birds
Unlimited,
3350 Fairview Street,
Burlington is in the
process of ordering
copies of the DVD
edition. Call WBU at
905-634-7700
to
check
price and
availability.

The original VHS
video-tape version of
Hawk Watch - A Video Guide allowed hawkwatchers
~
view - from their arm chairs - the raptor species
formally seen in the eastern ha1f of fhis continent.
Each species was shown flying, more or less as they
would be seen at a hawkwatch, with key features
noted. A particular advantage offered by the tape
was, of course, the ability to learn different attributes
of each species by repeating individual sequences or
through multiple viewings of the whole tape.

For the most part the flight pictures in Hawk Watch DVD are sharp and clear, allowing the viewer to get
a good handle on shape and movement. Most
images are large enough to produce a view
equivalent to what we would see through our
binoculars of a bird at a distance but not too far out.
The stop action sequences are quite useful for
looking at key identification points. It is also a lot
easier to repeat sequences with a DVD than with a
video tape.
As good and helpful as Hawk Watch - DVD is, there
are a few things that could be improved for the next
edition. There is no footage of adult Golden Eagle,
and this should be fixed. A few of the flight images,
and one or two of the stop action shots are a bit
blurred and/or distant and could be improved. On the
whole, the audio script is very good, but I was
surprised that neither the rusty colour of the
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
American Kestrel nor the protruding head of the
Cooper's Hawk were included in the respective
descriptions of identification points. I would suggest
(strongiy) mat the electronic 'jumps' be'rrrade to eac
species and not just to families. At present you can
only get a quick repeat of the first member of a family
shown. For later species in a family you have to wait
while the previous ones are shown.
The most noticeable production flaw is that the text
in the Author's Notes and Resource sections is so
small and blurred that it is virtually unreadable, even
on a large TV set. The next edition should use a font
with thinner letters and a larger size. One thing I did
not care for is the presence in the quiz of species not
covered in the main program. Inserting a ringer into a
quiz is fine if you are in the room with the people
being quizzed and can joke about and/or explain it. It
is not smart in a format where the viewer has no
chance to ask questions, and could easily upset
beginners.

Hawk Watch - DVD is a revised and updated digital
edition. New footage has been added for many of the
species, and the digital presentation results in a
much higher resolution than the original. The menudriven format allows one to watch the whole
presentation or only a group of hawks the viewer
wishes to study, without having to fast forward or
rewind. There is also a new 'Slide Show' quiz.

What I like about looking at hawks on my TV set is
that it can be done before the migration begins or a
first visit of the season to Beamer CA, and also
All in all, I recommend Hawk Watch - DVD not only
during the off-season just to reminisce. Each
for people getting started in hawkwatching but even
sequence briefly shows the species perched, then
for people with years of raptor viewing under their
soaring, gliding and flying. I found the flight portions zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
belts. Including a manufacturer's coupon that would
r4_0 be very useful as reminders of the flapping pattern allow buyers to get future editions at a lower price
,
)f certain birds, especially Red-shouldered Hawks
would not be a bad idea.• :.
and, when we get another, Black Vulture.
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A Field Guide to Hawks of North America,
Second Edition, William S. Clark; Brian K. Wheeler;
Peterson Field Guides;
2000; Houghton-Mifflin
Company, Boston and
New
York,
ISBN:
0395670675;
Vinylbound; 328 pages;
$22.00US/$34.95Cdn
or less. Available at
book
retailers
and
nature stores that stock
birding guides.
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and all the supplementary photographs were in ~
black-and-white. Gone!!! In their place are brand new
full colour plates and photos. Gone too are the plates
with three species jammed into a single page. With
one exception, no more than two species are
covered on any plate. Each major species has at
least one full plate to itself and many have two. The
Red-tailed Hawk, the species with the most variation,
gets great treatment with four plates.
A Field Guide to Hawks of North America starts out
with an excellent introduction which describes the
book's format and includes shape silhouettes of the
main raptor families, a plate showing the topography
of these birds, and a glossary of terms.

Bill
Clark
is
a
photographer, author,
Next come the plates, each with an opposing full
and
lecturer
who
page of text that describes the different illustrations,
travels
worldwide
with diagnostic marks highlighted in italics. The basic
researching raptors and
perched bird, adults and immatures, males and
leading birding tours
females where different, plumage variations, flying
with his company, Raptours. Brian Wheeler is a
shapes, wing attitudes and diagnostic marks - all are
noted wildlife artist, writer, and photographer
beautifully rendered. Key features have the
specializing in hawks. Together they have produced
characteristic Peterson arrows to make sure we don't
the second edition of zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
A Field Guide to Hawks of
miss them as we rush to confirm an identification.
North America, which covers all 39 species of North
AmericanJlawks and other diumal.raptors.cincludinq
Althougl+ I did not count, I would-estimate that there
are at least fifty percent more plate illustrations in the
eagles, falcons, and vultures. The 40 colour plates
with multiple illustrations, and additional colour
second edition. As far as I could see very few
paintings, if any, were carried over. All appear to be
photographs, show each species in various colour
newly done for this book.
morphs and plumages, which are also described in
detail.
The Species Accounts form the bulk of the guide.
This book, published in November 2001 when the
Each section has a group heading describing the
genus, sub-family or group of birds included.
world was focused on other sad things, has not
received much publicity to date. This is unfortunate.
Descriptions of the individual species include
On its own, the sheer amount of work that went into
common and scientific names, field marks, morphs
its production makes the guide worthy of attention.
and plumages, unusual plumages, similar species,
Add to that the quality of the both the illustrations
flight characteristics (active, soaring, gliding, etc.),
and the text, and the authors and publisher should all
molt, behaviour, status and distribution, range map,
have received medals.
fine
points,
subspecies,
etymology,
and
measurements.
Normally a book reviewer reserves judgement until
the end of the review. In this case I can't wait. In a
Although I have not compared editions line by line, a
nutshell, although I read and used the first edition of
quick check indicates that the original text has been
this guide, I did not find it useful enough to carry with
reviewed word for word and updated where
me at the hawkwatch. The second edition will be
necessary. This is evident from subtle things like the
either in my bag or close by in the car!
description of a perched Sharp-shin's head shape, to
mention of the huge numbers of Broad-wings that
Why the high praise? Because instead of just
can be seen at Erie Metropark near Detroit or Hazel
gussying up a few things and adding some bits and
Bazemore Park near Corpus Christi. (Things chanqe
pieces to create a new edition, Bill and Brian have
quickly in hawkwatching, however, and the nexf-l
actually redone the entire book, and in first rate style!
edition may well mention the way Sharpies often
In the first edition several plates, all the range maps
cock their tail when gliding and the increase in
4
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'-'-"umbers of dark morph Broad-wings being seen in
the east in both spring and fall migrations.)

of European, Mexican and Asian raptors that have
accidentally turned up in Canada or the USA, birds
such as the Eurasian Hobby, White-tailed Eagle and
Crane Hawk.

The major (to me at least) problem with first edition
was the often dark and sometimes blurred quality of
the black-and-white photos in the Species Accounts
Every serious hawkwatcher should have a copy of
section. That has been remedied this time around the second edition of A Field Guide to Hawks of
in spades! Beautiful full colour pictures - usually at
North America. It is a book to be studied at home or
least of an adult, an immature or juvenile and one
when things are quiet at the hawkwatch, and
them perched - are included for each species. Again,
consulted when there's a question about an unusual
I haven't compared page for page, but it appears that
looking bird that just whizzed by. I also like the vinyl
none of the photos in this guide are duplicates of
binding. It seems much sturdier than the normal
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Photographic Guide to
photos in Bill and Brian's A
plastic-coated paper cover, but time will tell. If Santa
North American Raptors. This means, of course, that
Claus had not put a copy in my stocking I'd have to
we have a new set of photographic images to enjoy
go out and buy one. In fact, I'll likely wind up with two
copies to make sure the book is never far away.• :. zyxwvutsrqpo
and study. Just in case something really unusual
appears, the guide wraps up with species accounts

GETTING BEAMER RESULTS VIA THE INTERNET
In his column in the August 2003 newsletter President Mike Street advised members how day-to-day results of
our hawkwatch at Beamer CA were being made available over the Internet. Almost as soon as he receives
counters' sheets in the mail, NPH Statistician Bill Brown enters the data into HAWKCOUNT, the on-line
database provided by the Hawk Migration Association of North America (HMANA). If the report is entered
vithin three days of being recorded in Grimsby, an e-mail with that day's numbers and other information is
automatically generatea ana sent out to over 1600 people via tile BIRDHAWK ana ONTBIRDS listservs.
Anticipating that some hawkwatchers would not want to get all the non-raptor s-malls posted to ONTBIRDS, or
reports from the many other hawkwatches posting to BIRDHAWK, HMANA has arranged for each site to have
its own listserv, i.e. people signed on will get only that site's posts. This feature should be available by March 1,
2004. If you are a paid up NPH member and would like to get all Beamer postings for this year please e-mail
Bill Brown at <kestrel@rogers.com>. Please note that if you are also subscribed to ONTBIRDS and/or
BIRDHAWK you will get multiple copies of posts less than four days old.
Want to see 2004 year-to-date or previous years' numbers other than in an e-mail? Beamer counts for 2002
and 2003 are available online to everyone at the HAWKCOUNT site (www.hawkcount.org). We do not make
the current season's numbers available to the general public until they have been audited, any inaccuracies
corrected to the best of our ability, and members have received the Summer newsletter with the full set of
season counts. However, paid up NPH members who would like to access 2004 data anytime after March 1
can do so via HAWKCOUNT. Contact Bill Brown at <kestrel@rogers.com> and he will supply you with a
password and instructions.• :.

THE DOUG TARRY YOUNG ORNITHOLOGISTS' WORKSHOP
The Doug Tarry Young Ornithologists' Workshop, a
program of BSC's Long Point Bird Observatory,
encourages young people who have a keen interest
in birds to develop their skills in ornithology. Each
ugust, a one-week workshop is offered to six lucky
.eenaqers (13-17 years of age) from across Canada.
The Doug Tarry Bird Study Award covers all fees
incurred by the participants (excluding travel costs).

Participants visit many birding 'hotspots' the Long
Point . region has to offer and professional field
biologists share their expertise with students. In the
last few years, no less than three young counters
from the NPH have attended. If you are interested in
the workshop, or know of someone who might be,
applications are available from members of the
Hawkwatch Executive or online at www.bsc-eoc.org. zyxwvutsr
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2003 SOUTHERN ONTARIO BALD EAGLES DO WELL IN 2003

In their 22 December 2003 on-line newsletter Bird Studies Canada advised: "The 2003 monitoring of Bald
Eagles in Southern Ontario has come to an end, and what a year it has been for the eagles!"
"The number of active nests and total number of eaglets has been increasing steadily over the years, and 2003
was no different. With a record 44 young produced this year and a record number of triplets reported, Bald
Eagles are showing positive signs of recovery in southern Ontario. A total of 28 nests were active in 2003, and
four of these nests were successful in raising triplets." .:.
NPH MEMBER'S STUDY AVAILABLE

ONLINE

NPH member Paul Summerskill has been working on a study outlining the correlation between Thermal
Updraft Velocity BLiPMAP forecasts and data from various hawkwatches. The paper can be accessed at his
website, http://www.ideasbypaul.ca .:.
PLEASE BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR COLOR-MARKED
RED-TAILED HAWKS IN THE EASTERN U.S. AND CANADA.

This is the final year the Wildlife Information Centre
will be color-marking Red-tailed Hawks. Reports of
sightings are greatly appreciated, The hawks will
retain the color marking through winter and into the
breeding season.

Send the information to:

Dan Kunkle zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQ

Wildlife Information Center
P.O. Box 198
Slatingt-en,- PA 18080
wildlife@fast.net

The Red-tails are marked with Green or Red (Pink)
dye on the first 4 secondaries forming a square
patch of color along the trailing edge of each wing.
The color is visible both above and below. If you see
one of these birds, please record the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

-

Through the first 3 years of the study, there have
been about 45 returns, mostly during fall migration,
but with a number of winter, spring migration, and
breeding territory records. Returns have been
received from New Brunswick to Tennessee and
from the Atlantic Coast through the Appalachians.
None have been seen in Ontario yet, but you never
know.

Name, Address, Phone Number, and e-mail
address of the observer
Date and Time (EST)
Location (City, Province, exact locality of the
sighting)
Age of hawk (adult vs. immature)
Dye Color
Behavior of hawk when observed (soaring,
hunting, resting, etc.)

Winter and spring returns are needed to round out
the study. This is the last year birds will be marked,
so after all results are in next spring, work will begin
on a manuscript to publish the results. Stay tuned to
this newsletter! .:. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJI
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH MIGRATION CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL CONSERVATION AREA
NOTES:
1. Species initials and Right (» or Left (c) arrow:
This combination indicates the start (»
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
or end (e) of the normal (at Beamer) migration period for that species. The
same in bold type indicates the start or end of a noticeable peak period for that species. The box in which this
combination is located indicates the day and month on which the period is likely to start or end.
2. A number, followed by species initial, followed by a slash (I) and a two-digit number:
In this combination, the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first; the two-digit number
indicates the year in which this occurred. The box in which this combination is located indicates the day
following the IzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
and month on which the event occurred. Example: 655 RS/94 in the March 23rd box indicates that the highest number
of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded in one day was 655, seen on March zs", 1994.
TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS - Osprey
SK - American Swallow-tailed Kite
MK - Mississippi Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
NH - Northern Harrier

AK - American Kestrel
ME - Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon
PR - Prairie Falcon
GF - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
NG - Northern Goshawk
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk
FH - Ferruginous Hawk

The following information, based on 30 years of data has been updated to show significant events up to the year 2003.
Largest number of raptors in one season: 19,724 in 1985.
f'1E>, NH>, SS> CH>, RT>, RL>, AK>, begin February- 20.
MARCH
1
RT>
NG>

2
GE>

3
RS>

4

5

6

7

8
TV>

9

10

11
RL>

12
AK>

13
CH>
RS>

14

15

16

17

18
BE>

19

20
TV>
ME>
PF>

26
SS>
2 PF/91
7 GE/88
1355 TV/88

27

744 RT/96

22

23
NH>

655 RS/94

29

30

44 AK/90
21

7 GE/86

24

25

11 NG/84
19 BE/03
31
OS>

28

2 PF/90

1 BV/OO· zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Largest # of raptors In month. 5,670 In March 1988, largest # of raptors In one day In month. 2,080 on March 26'U, 1988.
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7
5
6
\

24 RU82
9

2 PF/91
10
BW>

1 BV/92
11

50 CH/93
12

13

14

706 RT/87
15
BW>
SW>

16
<BE

17

18

160S/92
19

1 FH/92
20

21

1 SKl94
22

35 NH/96
2 PF/90 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
1 PR/95**
1 GFn7
1556 SSn6
24
25
27
23
26
<OS
<TV

29

1 FH/98*
30
<RL

8
OS><RS

1 FH/02*

6007 BW/85
28

6 MEl96
2 PF/94

2 SW/98*
Largest # of raptors In month. 15,012 In April 1984, largest # of raptors In one day In month. 7,007 on April 21 S , 1985.
MAY
1

2

8

2 SW/97*
9

3

4
<RT

5
<SW

6
<PF

7

10
<GE

11

12
<NH
<AK

13
<CH
<BE

14
<SS

19

20

1 MKl03*
21

26

27

28

15
<BW
<RL
<ME

16

17

22

23

24

1 MKl97*
18

25
<OS

31
<TV<NH
<SS<CH
<NG<RS
<AK
BW and RT continue beyond May 31 ".
Largest # of Raptors in month: 2,695 in May 1980; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 1,492 on May 4th, 1989.
29

30

• Sighting not reviewed/accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
"First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario
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