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WALTER KLABUNDE (1907-2002) zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQP
by Mike Street

Walter Klabunde, Dean
of Hawkwatching in the
Niagara
Peninsula,
passed away December
4, 2002 at Christiana
Hospital
in
Newark,
Delaware, at the age of
95. He was Honourary
President of the Niagara
Peninsula
Hawkwatch
and a past-President of
the Buffalo Ornithological Society.
Walt was born January 11,
1907 in Kenosha,
Wisconsin to Otto & Toni Klabunde. As only German
was spoken at home he first learned English in
elementary school, but this did not hold him back.
Graduating a year early from high school, he went on
to the University of Illinois where he received a B.Sc.
(1928) and Ph.D. (1933) in Chemistry, and met his
future wife Harriette in Chem Lab. After hitchhiking
around the country looking for a job, he arrived back
in Ohio (where Harriette and son Charles were
staying) with only loose change in his pockets but
bringing good news. He had been offered a job with
DuPont in Niagara Falls, NY, where he worked for
over 35 years, retiring in 1969.
Walt and Harriette started birding shortly after WWII
when they took courses offered by Winston Brockner
of the Buffalo Ornithological Society. Walt and son
Phil, with Charles' help, assembled and collimated
three pairs of 7x50 B & L binoculars from war surplus
kits supplied by Edmond Scientific Co. (Buying the
metal and glass parts separately allowed them to
avoid the 10% luxury tax on· optical items). Walt was
also architect and general contractor for the
Lewiston, NY home the family built in 1950, doing all
of the electrical work, painting, landscaping and
some of the carpentry.

Eventually, birding led Walt to raptors. George
Meyers of Grimsby, Ontario remembers watching the
migration from a lookout at the local Beamer
Conservation Area one day in 1974-75 when a tall
stranger - Walt - came up and asked, "Is this a good
place to watch hawks?" George recalls, laughing,
that Walt said he was part of an 'ad hawk' committee
of Buffalo area birders who were trying to determine
the spring migration route of raptors that turned west
when they reached the south shore of Lake Ontario.
Gradually working their way along the Niagara
Escarpment from the Niagara River the group,
represented by Walt on this day, had arrived at
Beamer CA.
Dave Copeland, the original hawk count Coordinator
at Grimsby, remembers meeting Walt at HMANA
Conference II in Duluth, Minnesota in September
1976 and seeing him at Grimsby the following spring.
Walt first counted hawks at Beamer CA in 1979. The
following year he began counting Monday through
Friday from March 1 to May 15, making the one-hour
trip across the border to Grimsby from Lewiston and
back every day. He continued doing five days a
week until 1987, covered three days a week from
1988-93, and after that came to Grimsby regularly
until moving to Wilmington, Delaware in 1997.
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Walt will be missed, but the knowledge he passed on
and the data he gathered during his time at Beam€"
will remain as part of his legacy to hawkwatchers i'[,-l
particular and birdwatchers
generally.
He and
Harriette, who passed away in 1996, are survived by
Charles, Phil and their sister Suzanne, and by 5
grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.

In 1986, his work and dedication to the hawks at
Grimsby earned Walt the Niagara Falls Nature Club's
R. W. Sheppard Award for worthy achievement in
the
conservation,
research,
education
and
preservation of nature. Following its formation in
1990, Walt was named Honourary President of the
Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch. Even after spending
thousands of hours at Beamer, he could still get
excited by raptors. One day in April 1991, I arrived at
Beamer about 08:45 to find a wide-eyed Walt just
itching to tell someone something. To my "What did I
miss?" he replied, "Three Golden Eagles traveling
together, right overhead, 100 feet up!!!!" His feet
hardly touched the ground for the rest of the day.

My thanks to Gordon Bellerby, Dave Copeland,
Bruce Duncan, Mary Ellen Hebb, Phil Klabunde,
George Meyers and Kayo Roy for their help in
preparing this note about Walter. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedc
+!+

GLENN BARRETT TO SPEAK AT APRIL 26TH AGM & BANQUET

Call John Stevens or
arrangements for tickets.

This year's Annual General Meeting and Dinner (aka
"the Banquet") will be held on Saturday, April 26th,
2003 at the Knights of Columbus Hall in Grimsby.
The guest speaker will be Glenn Barrett.

Mike

Street

to

make

The Knights of Columbus Hall is located at 16 Patton
Street, Grimsby. Patton Street is one block west of
the Christie Street/Mountain Avenue and Main Street
intersection, and runs north from Main Street toward
the QEW (see map below). zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

The immediate Past-President of the Hamilton
Naturalists' Club, in his professional life Glenn is a
Wildlife Toxicologist with the Canadian Wildlife
Service, based C!t the Canada Centre !QLln!and __
Mark your calendars. See you there! +!+
Waters in Burlington, but working all over the
province. (When Mike Street called one time, Glenn
answered his cell phone while standing in a wetland
on the shore of Manitoulin Island!) One of Glenn's
current projects is monitoring nest boxes occupied
by American Kestrels in southern Ontario, including
a few in the Grimsby area. Glenn will tell us a bit
about the different things the CWS looks for and
does to keep an eye on possible toxic dangers to
kestrels and other species, and will also bring us up
to date on other ongoing raptor studies in the
province.
Socializing and the bucket raffle begin at 5:00pm.
The pre-supper wine and cheese starts at 5:15, and
as per tradition, members of the NPH will select the
wines for the evening in advance. Dinner will start
around 6:15. Donations are still needed for the
bucket raffle - please contact Keith Dieroff at (905)
545-5859.
Tickets are priced at $25 for members and their
spouses/partners, and $40 for non-members
(includes annual membership to the NPH).
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONML
by Mike Street

If it's not one thing, it's another. Osprey, Peregrines, Bald Eagles (and Merlin?) are all well on the road to recovery
from the devastating effects of DDT, thank goodness, but now there are new threats - one well known courtesy of
almost non-stop media coverage, the other less so.
Everyone has heard of West Nile Virus (WNV). From its apparent arrival in the New York City area a mere three
years ago, it has now spread as far west as Saskatchewan and at least as far south as Louisiana. After several
Canadians died from the disease, many media sources gave full attention to the subject. Unfortunately, the fact
that birds are dying (and in larger numbers) from WNV has largely been missed or ignored. Crows and jays have
been most visibly affected but other species, including some raptors, have as well.
There has been a lot of speculation about how badly raptors have been involved in the WNV explosion, but so far
very little if any solid evidence. This is where we can help. Over the next few years the numbers tallied at our
hawkwatch and others will contribute to a body of data which can be used to evaluate the situation. A word of
caution, however. Numbers from one season, or even two or three, do not necessarily make a trend. We have all
seen a species' numbers drop one year and come roaring back the next, and vice versa. If in contact with the
media, please be careful not to fuel the fires by speculating on what happens - or doesn't - at Beamer over the
next few seasons. Let's all wait a bit to see what develops.
The other danger to the birds is the rapid spread across the continent of turbines that produce electricity from the
wind. One has been proposed for the edge of the escarpment at Vinemount, only a few kilometres from Beamer.
There is a problem, however. Raptors and other birds have been killed and injured by wind turbines in some
places, yet not affected at others. The industry is telling all who will listen about the favourable reports, while
negative results are ignored or downplayed.. NPH certainly favours generating power from renewable resources,
but only if valid, on-site research is carried out before any approvals are given for a turbine at that location. If
proper studies are conducted at Vinemount and prove that our birds will not be affected, we will support the
proposal. If not, we may be called on to protest to the authorities.
Finally, special thanks to Dave Copeland for designing the new raptor migration information panel at Beamer.
Education of the public is part of our mandate, but we are only at the conservation area for 75 or so days a year.
The sign will continue our work year round.• :.

2003 COUNT MAY START IN LATE FEBRUARY

In 2001, we did see a good number of birds, but
2002 results were poor. Should warm weather occur
after February 15th the count will begin early. If
Mother Nature does not co-operate, the count will
begin as usual on March t",
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUT
2003.

The winter of 2002-2003 has been so cold in the
northern part of the continent that it is hard to predict
what the 2003 raptor flight will be like at Beamer C.A.
A few years ago, after seeing significant Red-tailed
Hawk flights during very warm weather in late
February, we asked some counters to spend the
hours from 10:00am to 2:00pm at Beamer if
conditions seemed favourable for a flight.

See you at Beamer! .!+

WANT TO BE A COUNTER?
The NPH is always in need of more people to count hawks. Anyone who would like to learn to be a counter
should get in touch with Mike Street bye-mail (mikestreet@hwcn.org) or by telephone at (905) 648-3737. We
plan to have training workshops on two weekends this season, from 10:00am to 3:00pm on Saturday and
Sunday, March 22nd and 23rd, and again on Saturday and Sunday, April 12th and 13th. Everyone is welcome. +!.
3
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NEW HAWK MIGRATION SIGN TO BE UNVEILED AT APRIL 18TH OPEN HOUSE
The NPH will once again hold it's annual Open
The NPH is paying for this panel from donations
House on Good Friday, April 18zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
th•
This year's
received during the viewing tower fundraising
expanded activities include displays, nature groups,
campaign and other sources. Designed by the NPH's
"hawk talks" by Bruce Duncan, a live bird display
own Dave Copeland, the panel illustrates the routes
(Red-tailed Hawk and Great Horned Owl), as well as
raptors take traveling from South and Central
the children's program presented by Carla Carlson of
America and the southern United States past
Niagara Nature Tours.
Grimsby on their way to their breeding grounds
elsewhere in Ontario. Insets show how weather
In addition, as part of an upgrade program the
affects the birds along the escarpment. Silhouettes
Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority is
of the three main raptor families seen at Beamer are
also prominent.
changing the display signs at Beamer Conservation
Area. The new signs will be officially unveiled at the
Open House. One panel will tell visitors more about
So, invite your family and friends ... it should be a
good day for them, and the birds too! .:.
the raptor migration witnessed at Beamer.

DISTRIBUTED WIND POWER GENERATION FOR NIAGARA ESCARPMENT? zyxwvutsrqponmlk
by Keith Dieroff

If you've driven to downtown Toronto on the Gardiner Expressway recently, you probably noticed a large wind
turbine on the waterfront near the exhibition grounds. The wind turbine is 98 metres high, with blades 29
metres long. It is part of a distributed wind power generation project by Toronto Hydro Energy Services Inc.
Distributed wind power generation consists of individual wind turbines at different locations which are
connected directly to the utility transmission system. The Toronto turbine is capable of generating enougtelectricity each year to power 250 residential homes, while displacing 1,800 tons of carbon dioxide, 8,400kg oJ-!
sulphur dioxide, and 5,600kg of nitrous oxide emissions. Great news for the environment.
As mentioned in the President's Corner, a similar renewable energy project is being proposed for the Niagara
Escarpment. The concern, of course, is that wind turbines could be a hazard to migrating raptors. The first
wind power generation projects in the California desert were lethal for birds, raptors in particular. Over a two
year period, more than 570 hawks, eagles, and falcons: collided with wind turbine towers or their support wires;
were electrocuted; or were hit by spinning rotor blades. Most of these problems have been addressed through
design improvements, but the danger still remains. Of particular concern for the NPH are updrafts created by
the Niagara Escarpment, which raptors use to conserve energy during migration. What would happen if these
updrafts lifted migrating raptors right into the path of a spinning wind turbine? The result could be disastrous.
No need to panic yet, as discussions regarding the Niagara Escarpment project are very preliminary. But in
Ripley, New York, wind turbines are already on the agenda at local town council meetings, and
understandably, members of the Ripley Hawkwatch are concerned. To this end, your NPH President, Mike
Street, has sent a letter to the town of Ripley urging caution and further study before proceeding with a full
scale distributed wind power generation project. Stay tuned - there will be more about the Ripley situation and
the Niagara Escarpment project in future newsletters.• :.
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH MIGRATION CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL CONSERVATION AREA
NOTES:
1. Species initials and Right (»
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
or Left «) arrow:
This combination indicates the start (» or end «) of the normal (at Beamer) migration period for that species. The
same in bold type indicates the start or end of a noticeable peak period for that species. The box in which this
combination is located indicates the day and month on which the period is likely to start or end.
2. A number, followed by species initial, followed by a slash (I) and a two-digit number:
In this combination, the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first; the two-digit number
following the IzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
indicates the year in which this occurred. The box in which this combination is located indicates the day
and month on which the event occurred. Example: 655 RS/94 in the March 23fd box indicates that the highest number
of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded in one day was 655, seen on March 23fd, 1994.

TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS - Osprey
SK - American Swallow-tailed Kite
MK - Mississippi Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
NH - Northern Harrier

SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
NG - Northern Goshawk
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk
FH - Ferruginous Hawk

AK - American Kestrel
ME - Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon
PR - Prairie Falcon
GF - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

The following information, based on 25 years of data from the Beamer Hawkwatch, has been updated to show significant
events up to the year 2002.
Largest number of raptors in one season: 19,724 in 1985.
NH>, SS>, CH>, RT>, RL>, AK>, begin February 20.
MARCH
1
RT>NG>

2
GE>

3
RS>

4

5

6
BE>

7

9

10

11
RL>

12
AK>

13
CH>RS>

14

15

16

17

18
BE>

19

20
TV>ME>
PF>

22

744 RT/96
23
NH>

24

26
SS>
2 PF/91

27

8
TV>

29

I

9 BE/94
655 RS/94
30

44 AKl90
21

7 GE/86

25

28

7 GE/88

748 TV/88

2 PF/90

31
OS>

1 BV/OO*
-tr
Largest# of raptors In month: 5,670 In March 1988; largest # of raptors In one day In month: 2,080 on March 26 , 1988.
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APRIL

1

2

3

4

5

9

2 PF/91
10
BW>

1 BV/91
11

28 NH/93
12

6

7 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfe

13

14

19

1 FH/92
20

21

1 PR/95**
26

1 GF/77
1 SW/93
27

1 SW/85
6007 BW/85
28

50 CH/93

8
OS><RS

22 RU91
706 RT/87

160S/92

15
BW>

16
<BE

1 SK/94
1 SW/94*
22

2 PF/90
23

1 SW/88
29

1 FH/98*
30
<RL

17

18
1 SW/96*
1 SW/02*
35 NH/96
1556 SS/76
25
<TV
6 ME/96
2 PF/94
1 SW/94*

24
<OS
1 FH/02*

1 SW/98*
12 BE/96

1 SW/93*
1 SW/OO*

4 GE/96

2 SW/98*
Largest # of raptors In month. 15,012 In Apnl 1984, largest # of raptors In one day In month. 7,007 on Apnl 21 s ,1985.
MAY --1

8

-

~

-

2

2 SW/97*
9

3

10
<GE

15
<BW
<RL<ME

16

17

22

23

24

"

-

-

4
<RT

5

12 BE/02
11

1 MKl97*
18

25
<OS

.

6
<PF

7

1 SW/89
12
<NH<AK

13
<CH<BE

14
<SS

19

20

21

26

27

28

31
<TV<NH
<SS<CH
<NG<RS
<AK
5
BW and RT continue beyond May 31 .
Largest # of Raptors in month: 2,695 in May 1980; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 1,492 on May 4th, 1989.
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30

• Sightingnot reviewed/accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
"First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario
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