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WANTED! -INFORMATION ON SIGHTINGS
COUNTERS MEETNG zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
OF
COLOUR-MARKED RED-TAILED HAWKS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16TH
Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch Members/Countersare
asked to mark their calendars and attend an important
meeting on Saturday, February te" from 1 :30pm to
3:30pm. Anyone interested in becoming a Counter is
welcome.
The purpose of the meeting is to introducethe new draft
Counter'sGuide, get feedbackon the Guide and discuss
other aspectsof our activitiesat Beamer CA. Key sections
of the Counter's Guide which will be reviewed include
ways of organizingthe count if a major flight occurs,such
as the 3,500 bird day last April, and expandingthe count
to other locationsif a significant flight developsawayfrom
r\3eamer.It is important that as many people as possible
attend, so pieasemake everyeffortto b-e there.
Those attending will also be treated to a talk/slide
presentation on the history of the Niagara Peninsula
Hawkwatch by Dave Copeland and Barry Cherriere,as
well as a brief slide review of the differencesbetween
Sharp-shinnedand Cooper's Hawks. If you know some
who might be interested in becominga Counter please
ask him or her to come too. For furtherinformation,please
call Mike Street at (905) 648-3737
The meetingwill be help in the Auditoriumof the Hamilton
Spectator,44 Frid Street,Hamilton(see map below).

Information is needed regarding sightings of Redtailed Hawks with colour-markings on the outermost
secondary feathers (one to four). Birds will be
marked in eastern Pennsylvania, but could appear
anywhere throughout their range, possibly through
the summer of 2002. Possible colours include pink,
yellow, and green. Please provide the following
information about any sighting:
• Your name, address, phone number and/or Email address
• The date (including year)
• Time of day
• Location of the sighting (city, state, province,
country)
• Age of bird (adult/immature)
• Dye colour
• Behaviour of the bird when sighted (migrating
south or north, hunting, perching, nesting, etc.)

Report all sightings by phone, fax, E-mail or letter to: zyxwvutsrqponmlkjih

Wildlife Information Center
P.O. Box 198

Slatington, PA 18080
Phone/Fax (610) 760-8889
wildlife@fast.net
PLEASE TAKE A SECOND LOOK AT THOSE REDTAILS, beginning now and continuing through this
spring. Please report any sightings as indicated.
Thank you! .:.
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KIRK MOULTON TO SPEAK AT
APRIL 27TH AGM & BANQUET
members. Call John Stevens or Mike Street to make
arrangements for tickets, or Keith Dieroff for a raffle
donation - phone numbers are in the Executive listing
elsewhere in this newsletter. The Knights of
Columbus Hall is located at 16 Patton Street,
Grimsby. Patton St. is one block west of the Christie
St.lMountain Ave. and Main St. intersection (TO
Canada Trust corner) and runs north from Main St.
toward the QEW (see map below)

This year's Annual General Meeting and Dinner (aka
the Banquet) will be held on Saturday, April 27,2002
at the Knights of Columbus Hall in Grimsby. The
new location was first used last year and proved to
be excellent, with the additional advantage that we
are no longer limited on the number of people who
can attend.
This year's guest speaker will be Kirk Moulton,
current Chairman of the Hawk Migration Association
of North America (HMANA). Kirk's topic will be the
BroadwingSEPT project, a transect line of seven
hawk watches in south-eastern Pennsylvania that he
coordinates for two weeks during September's
Broad-winged Hawk migration. Since 1994 over
202,000 raptors of 16 species have been counted,
clearly documenting an important raptor flyway
below the ridges. Kirk will also tell us how he uses
weather information to project the subsequent
movement of the birds from Pennsylvania to and
through Texas into Mexico. His talk will be
accompanied by a slide presentation.

Mark your calendars. See you there! +:+

Socializing andthe- buckef raffle-begin -af 5PM. -The
pre-supper wine and cheese tasting starts at 5:15.
Members of the NPH will select the wines for the
evening in advance, allowing us to make sure they are
chilled properly if required. Dinner will start around
6:15. Keith and Karen Dieroff will look after the ever
popular bucket raffle (donations are still needed).
Plan to join your fellow members of the Hawkwatch for
a most enjoyable evening. Tickets are priced at $25 for
members and spouses/partners, and $30 for non-

WALTER KLABUNDE TURNS 95
strength. Walter also gets to see his three married
grandchildren, and seven great grandchildren fairly
regularly.

One of the pioneers of hawkwatching, our Honourary
President, Walter Klabunde, will turn 95 in January
2002. Walter's son Phil reports that he is generally
in good health, aside from the usual trappings of old
age.

Phil reports that while he snoozes a lot, Walter is
amiable and not a burden to care for. In typical
Klabunde fashion, when Phil asked Walter "how
things are going", so he could let us know, Walter
gave one of his pat responses of "you tell me".

After having cataract surgery, Walter can read large
print, or regular print using a magnifying glass. He
pores over the various birding reports that he
receives. Walter still enjoys three meals a day, and
Phil insists he tackle the 5 steps in their split-level
house several times each day to maintain his

Happy Birthday, Walter - congratulations on reachingv
your ss" year! +:+
,
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONM
By M ike S tre e t

We are all aware of the seemingly constant encroachment and/or outright attacks on birds, animals and nature in
general. After the June 2000 Hawk Migration Association of North America (HMANA) Convention in Pennsylvania
I wrote, " ... the more information hawkwatches collectively gather, and the higher the quality of that information,
the more it can be used to help preserve and protect the birds of prey which are our special interest." We can and
should assist in this effort.
'Quality' of data comes down to consistency, If all of us are careful to identify each bird correctly, record all data in
the right place, start/end the day at the proper time and so on, researchers who use our numbers will have more
confidence in them.
One way to maintain consistency is to ensure that every counter has the same information to begin with. For this
reason your Executive have spent a fair bit of time since last season preparing a Counter's Guide. The Guide will
be introduced at a meeting on Feb. 16 (see front page of this NL) and I strongly urge all members and counters to
attend. An initial review with as many people present as possible will in itself contribute a lot towards consistency.
As I write this note the 28th year of counting raptors at Beamer is just five weeks away. Our hope is for another
big season to restore some of the long-term averages. If you have a bit of time to spare to help with our work,
please get in touch with me in person at Beamer, by phone or email (see the NPH Executives' list for details).
Thanks everyone. See you at the Hawkwatch! .:.
2002 COUNT TO AGAIN TO START IN LATE FEBRUARY

help in the last part of February. If for some reason
you haven't connected, please carl Mike at 905-6483737.

If the very warm weather of this winter persists into
(he second half of February it is quite likely that an
early flight of Red-tailed Hawks and Bald Eagles will
develop. If counters are available we will again try to
have someone at Beamer from at least 10AM-2PM
for the last 7-10 days of the month to monitor this
activity. If you are a regular counter, within a few
days of receiving this newsletter you should have
heard from Mike Street, who will look after
scheduling this year. Please let him know if you can

Anyone who would like to learn to be a counter
should also give Mike a call. We plan to have training
workshops on two weekends this season, from
10AM to 3PM on Saturday and Sunday March 23-24,
and again on Saturday and Sunday, April 13-14.
Everyone is welcome .• :.

BOOK REVIEW: RAPTOR WATCH - A GLOBAL DIRECTORY OF MIGRATION SITES
By M ike S tre e t

from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. A brief summary
states the problem - raptor populations are difficult to
monitor, and the opportunity - migration hot spots
and bottlenecks allow both monitoring and public
education,
then
gives
key
results
and
recommendations of the study.

Raptor Watch: A Global Directory of Raptor
Migration Sites; 2000; Zalles J.1. and Bildstein, K.L.,
eds.; Cambridge, England: BirdLife International and
Kempton, PA, USA: Hawk Mountain Sanctuary;
(BirdLife Conservation Series No.9); ISBN 0946888-38-8. Hardcover, 419pp., $58US. Available
through the Hawk Mountain Sanctuary Bookstore,
1700 Hawk Mountain Road, Kempton, PA USA
19529-9379.

For each region, essentially the continents, maps
show the major raptor migration pathways and
monitoring sites, while tables and boxes detail
important facts ranging from endangered species
seen in each country and at specific sites, to
watchsites with ongoing education, to priority points
of future inquiry for raptor-migration science. Threats zyxwvuts

A geographically organized look at raptor migration,
Raptor Watch is the product of nearly ten year's work
by hundreds of people around the world. It describes .
388 globally Significant sites in 89 countries ranging
3
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to raptors such as the annual shooting sprees in
some parts of southern Europe and the captive bird
trade elsewhere are also discussed concisely.

because there are different common names for the
same species in different parts of the world; if both
common and Latin names were given everywhere it
would have swollen the book well beyond its already
hefty 419 pages. That said, however, a table giving
Latin names in alphabetical order with Common
names adjacent, possibly in a pull-out format, would
have been a very smart addition to help the average
reader who does not know the birds by their Latin
names.

The following information is given for each country:
size in krn", coastlines if any, neighbouring countries,
human population, population growth, per capita
GNP if available, land use, international wildlife law,
biogeography,
raptor
migration
and
raptor
conservation references in the literature. Countries
with significant raptor migration but no watchsites are
included.

All in all, this is a valuable book for anyone who
wants to extend their knowledge beyond about the
raptors of the world .• :.

Details provided for each site include: location,
altitude, biogeographical province, site description,
land tenure, protection, land-use, threats, monitoring
activity, raptor species seen, other fauna, research
and conservation, compiler and contacts, criteria for
inclusion in the book and references in the literature.
This is a book for the traveling birder and the
armchair traveler alike. A month after obtaining my
copy I was given an assignment which required me
to travel to Jordan for almost a month. Since my trip
was in the fall, well away from the famous multimillion bird spring migration across the Gulf of
Aqaba, Raptor Watch proved invaluable. Not only did
it tell me about the six watchsites in Jordan, it also
gave me the broader picture on resident and
migratory raptors and especially the terrain. My
reward came with views of a Short-toed Eagle near
the ancient city of Petra, Imperial and Golden Eagles
while sitting in an outdoor cafe overlooking the Sea
of Galilee and the Golan Heights, and Common
Buzzard at the Azraq Oasis. Since returning from
that trip I often read the book with an atlas handy,
learning more about raptors in different parts of the .
world.
Some readers will be a bit disconcerted to find that
the only the Latin names of species are given in the
site and country accounts, with English names
appearing only in some tables. This was necessary
2002 Hawkwatch Executive

Honourary President: Walter Klabunde
President: Mike Street, 73 Hatton Drive, Ancaster, ON L9G 2H5 - (905) 648-3737
Secretary/Membership: Glenn Barnett, 87 Highland Park Drive, Dundas, ON L9H 6G5 - (905) 628-2093
Treasurer: John Stevens, 1365 Bayview Ave, Unit 3, Toronto, ON M4G 3A5 - (416) 484-4079
Statistics: Bruce Harschnitz, 81 Walnut Street, Paris, ON N3L 2J4 - (519) 442-5429
Counters/Education: Paul Summerskill, 37 Ann Street, SI. Catharines, ON L2N 5E9 - (905) 934-7887
ResearchlHMANA: Bruce Duncan, 22 Church Street, Paris, ON N3L 1 H3 - (519) 442-2477
Editor: Keith Dieroff, 75 Houghton Ave. S., Hamilton, ON L8K 2M9 - (905) 545-5859
Special Projects: Alfred Adamo, 1500 Grazia Court, #703, Mississauga, ON L4W 4Z9 - (905) 238-5166
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH MIGRATION CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL CONSERVATION AREA
NOTES:
1. Species initials and Right (» or Left «)zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
arrow:
This combination indicates the start (» or end «) of the normal (at Beamer) migration period for that species. The
same in bold type indicates the start or end of a noticeable peak period for that species. The box in which this
combination is located indicates the day and month on which the period is likely to start or end.
2. A number, followed by species initial, followed by a slash (I) and a two-digit number:
In this combination, the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first; the two-digit number
following the / indicates the year in which this occurred. The box in which this combination is located indicates the day
and month on which the event occurred. Example: 655 RS/94 in the March 23rd box indicates that the highest number
of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded in one day was 655, seen on March zs", 1994.
TV BV OSSK BE GE NH -

Turkey Vulture
Black Vulture
Osprey
American Swallow-tailed Kite
Bald Eagle
Golden Eagle
Northern Harrier

SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
NG - Northern Goshawk
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk,
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk

FH - Ferruginous Hawk
AK - American Kestrel
ME- Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon ,
PR - Prairie Falcon
GF - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

The following information, based on 25 years of data from the Beamer Hawkwatch, has been updated to show significant
2000 events.
Largest number of raptors in one season: 19,724 in 1985.
NH>, SS>, CH>, RT>, RL>, AK>, begin February 20.
MARCH
1
RT>NG>

2
GE>

3
RS>

4

5

6
BE>

7

8
TV>

9

10

11
RL>

12
AK>

13
CH>RS>

14

15

16

17

18
BE>

19

20
TV>ME>
PF>

22

744 RT/96
23
NH>

24

26
SS>
2 PF/91
7 GE/88
748 TV/88

27

29

9 BE/94
655 RS/94
30

7 GEl86
25

44 AKl90
21

28

2 PF/90

31
OS>

1 BV/OO zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
,In
Largest # of raptors In month. 5,670 In March 1988, largest # of raptors In one day In month. 2,080 on March 26 , 1988.

5

February 2002

APRIL
1

8
OS><RS
706 RT/87
15
BW>
1 SK/94
1 SW/94*
22

1 SW/88
29
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6
7

9

2 PF/91
10
BW>

1 BV/91
11

50 CH/93
28 NH/93
12

13

14

17

18

22 RU91
160S/92
19

1 FH/92
20

21

24
<OS

1 SW/96*
35 NH/96
1556 SSfi6
25
<TV
6 ME/96
2 PF/94
1 SW/94*

1 PR/95**
26

1 GFfi7
1 SW/93
27

1 SW/85
6007 BW/85
28

1 SW/93*

1 SW/98*
12 BE/96
4 GE/96

16
<BE
2 PF/90
23

30
<RL

2 SW/98*
51
Largest # of raptors In month. 15,012 In April 1984, largest # of raptors In one day In month. 7,007 on April 21 ,1985.
*Sighting not reviewed/accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
**First accepted Prairie Falcon record-in Ontario

MAY
1

2

3

4
<RT

8

9

10
<GE

11

15
<BW
<RL<ME

16

17

22

23

24

6
<PF

7

1 SW/89
12
<NH<AK

13
<CH<BE

14
<SS

18

19

20

21

25
<OS

26

27

28

5

31
<TV<NH
<SS<CH
<NG<RS
<AK
51
BW and RT continue beyond May 31 ..
.
Largest # of Raptors in month: 2,695 in May 1980; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 1,492 on May 4th, 1989.
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