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STEVE HOFFMAN TO SPEAK AT
APRIL 28TH AGM & BANQUET
The 2001 NPH Annual General Meeting and
banquet will again be held at Puddicombe Farms
on Highway 8 in Winona. Mark April 28th on your
calendar as the guest speaker will be Steve
Hoffman, founder of Hawkwatch lnternatlonal,
and current director of the Pennsylvania Audubon
Society.
At this year's meeting, members will be able to
sample Puddicombe Farm's brand new vintages.
After discontinuing its relationship with Peller
. Estates, Puddicombe agreed to not sell its own
wine for a period of three years. The wait is over
and the wines are ready for your enjoyment!
Socializing will begin at 5:00pm. The before
supper wine tasting starts at 5:15, and a brave
volunteer has been dispatched to determine if the
outstanding variety of cheeses can be secured
for this year's event. Dinner will start around 6:15,
followed by the guest speaker, and last but not
least, the bucket raffle.
Tickets are now on sale, priced at $20 for
members and $25 for non-members. Call John
Stevens or Mike Street for tickets.
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Prizes are needed for the bucket raffle, please
call Keith Dieroff to make a donation. All phone
numbers are listed in the Executive directory on
page 4 of this newsletter .• :.
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GOOD NEWS FROM VERACRUZ
The August 2000 issue of this newsletter
announced NPH's sponsorship of the Veracruz
River of Raptors Project. Our original plan was to
donate $1,000 over a three year period: $500 the
first year, and $250 in the proceeding two years.
Just how important is the project? It is believed that
95% of the world population of Swainson's and
Broad-winged Hawks are funneled through the
Veracruz region of Mexico. The fall 2000 numbers
are staggering: 1.8million Turkey Vultures.
1.5million Broad-wings. and 650.000 Swainson's
Hawks. The total number of raptors seen at
Veracruz during fall 2000 was over 4;2million birds!
The project is not just about numbers. Important'
data is collected by the counters and banders. For
example, counters at Veracruz noted that this year
was the earliest Broad-winged Hawk peak since the
count began. The average is usually around
October 1 st, this year the migration peaked on
September 22nd. Banders at Veracruz have
already recovered birds banded at Long Point.
The mandate of the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch
is to promote the conversation of hawks in Ontario
and the enjoyment of hawk watching. To this end.
we have increased our sponsorshlp. from $250 to
$500 this year and next. to match our year 2000
contribution. The NPH executive believes the River .
of Raptors project will . help promote the
conservation of hawks, so future generations can
enjoy hawks at Beamer CA .• :.

11th ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY, AP~I~ 13th
The NPH will once again hold its annual Open
House on Good Friday, April 13th. It seems unlikely
the event could be impaired by inclement weather
three years in a row. so invite your family and
friends; it should be a good day for them and the
birds too! .:.
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THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONM
by Mike Street

Did you ever stop to think how portable a hobby hawkwatching is? I don't mean heading out for a day at Hawk
Cliff or Holiday Beach. You can hawkwatch almost anywhere in the world just by paying attention; it's not
necessary to find specific habitat or a migration hot spot. I realized this fully last summer when I worked for
almost a month overseas in Jordan. On weekends (Thursday afternoon and Friday there) I tried to see as
much of the country as possible. This was sightseeing, not birding, although my binoculars were usually
close by.
One afternoon I stopped for a quiet coffee at Umm Qais, an abandoned desert castle built partly on the
still visible ruins of an even more ancient Roman town. One of the highest locations in the country, the site
overlooks not only the northern mountains of Jordan but also the Jordan River, the Sea of Galilee in Israel
and the Golan Heights in Syria. While enjoying the view of so much past and present history through my
glasses I noticed two raptors soaring miles away over the valleys below. I'm not sure that I identified them
correctly, but as far as I could make out one was a Golden Eagle and the other either a Lesser Spotted
Eagle or an Imperial Eagle. The following week, as I was finding out for myself how buoyant the water of
the Dead Sea really is, a Peregrine, or its local cousin the Barbary Falcon, flew over. No binoculars this
time, of course, but still a nice sight. My hawkwatching knowledge added a lot of pleasure to this trip to a
fasclnatlnq country and part of the world. Driving the 401 or 403 and noting Red-tails and Kestrels on the
way will never again be just a diversion.
Closer to home, we were very pleased to learn that the stewardship of the Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority and work of the NPH was recognized late last year when the Beamer site was
designated as an Important Bird Area (IBA). See the article elsewhere in this issue for more about this
honour, earned through the efforts of everyone who has contributed over the years to the Hawkwatch.
The 27th season of counting raptors at Beamer is almost upon us. Preparations are well under way, and
our hope is for a big season to restore some of the long-term averages which have fallen with the lower
counts of the last few years. I'm sure the report of 30 Bald Eagles on the north shore of Lake Erie near
Nanticoke in the last week of January led NPHers who heard about it to mentally invite them all to swing
by Grimsby on their way north!
As always, running the Hawkwatch takes work. Help is needed with counting, maintaining the site, our
Open House and helping visitors. If you have a bit of time to spare please get in touch with me in person
at Beamer, by phone or bye-mail (see the NPH Executives' list for details). Thanks all .• :.

2001 COUNT· STARTING ONE WEEK EARLV, TRAINING FOR NEW COUNTERS
With the relatively warm winters in the last few
years, a few of our members ventured up to
. Beamer in late February just to see if anything was
happening. It was. Raptors, mostly Red-tails, were
moving, with 80-odd seen in a few hours one
afternoon. This year the NPH Executive have
decided to keep an eye on the situation by starting
the Hawkwatch early and having one or more
counters at Beamer between 11 am and 2pm for the
last week of February. (This is not exactly new some counting was done in February during the
first few years of the Grimsby hawkwatch, but had
to be dropped due to lack of counters.)

If you are a regular counter, by the time you see
this newsletter you should have heard from Tom
Reavely, who has agreed to look after scheduling
this year. If for some reason you haven't
connected, please call Tom at 905-664-2091.
Anyone who would like to learn to be a counter
should give Mike Street a call at (905) 648-3737.
We will have training workshops on two weekends
this season, from 10am to 3pm on Saturday and
Sunday, March 24-25, and again on Saturday and
Sunday, April 14-15. .:.
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BEAMER IDENTIFIED AS AN IMPORTANT

BIRD AREA (IBA) SITE

The BirdLife International partnership is working to identify and document sites, called Important Bird
Areas (IBAs), that are vital to the long-term conservation of the world's birds. As the Canadian copartners
of BirdLife, Bird Studies Canada (BSC) and the Canadian Nature Federation (CNF) are coordinating the
Important Bird Areas in Canada program.
BirdLife International started the IBA program in Europe in 1985; the Canadian effort was launched in
1996. BirdLife partners in over 100 countries have joined together to build the globallBA network. Today
the Canadian partners are identifying and conserving hundreds of IBAs across the country.
The Canadian IBA program has two major components: site inventory and site conservation. BSC is
taking the lead in technical activities including the compilation and evaluation of site inventory data. CNF is
taking the lead in activities associated with advocacy, communications and the development of site
conversation strategies.
The officiallBA description for Beamer CA reads, in part, "Over a period from 1981 to 2000, an average of
about 14,000 raptors passed over Beamer CA during each spring migration. Of this total, at least two
species are generally recorded in numbers greater than 1 % of their estimated national population. These
species are Turkey Vulture and Red-shouldered Hawk (nationally vulnerable). The two decade average
for Turkey Vulture is 1,895 birds, while the 1996-2000 average is 3,312 birds. This is likely a reflection of
the recent population increase of Turkey Vulture in Canada. Other species recorded in large numbers
include Sharp-shinned Hawk (avg. of 3,668 birds), Broad-winged Hawk (avg. of 3,344 birds), and
Red-tailed Hawk (avg. of 2,959 birds). Diurnal migrant water birds and passerines, which use the
escarpment as a flight line, are seen in some numbers. Beamer CA is significant as a concentration point
migrating raptors because of its physiography." A link to Beamer's fulliBA description is provided below.
Internet References:
Bird Studies Canada main IBA web page: http://www.bsc-eoc.org/ibamain.html
Canadian Nature Federation main IBA web page: http://www.cnf.calbird/birds_iba.html
Ontario IBA sites: http://www.bsc-eoc.org/-bsc/lbalontmain.html
OfficiallBA description of Beamer CA: http://www.bsc-eoc.org/-bsc/lbalibasites/On023.html

GOLDEN EAGLE MIGRATION AND CONSERVATION zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVU
Ron Pitta way, Ministry of Natural Resources

Ontario hawkwatchers often ask me where our Golden Eagles are coming from and nesting. The short
answer is that most of the migrant Golden Eagles seen in southern Ontario and southern Michigan
probably originate from northern Quebec east of Hudson Bay. This immense and remote region of
Quebec north of the 55th parallel is about the size of France with a tiny population of mostly Inuit in
coastal communities. It borders Labrador (part of Newfoundland) on the east. Northern Quebec has
numerous high cliffs for nesting Golden Eagles. Their prey includes hares, other small mammals, Canada
Geese, ducks, ptarmigan, grouse and carrion. Much of the above information comes from "The Breeding
Birds of Quebec" (Atlas 1996). The Atlas also reports that the mountainous Gaspe Peninsula probably
supports several pairs of Golden Eagles making it the species' stronghold in southern Quebec.

Very few Golden Eagles nest in Ontario. Three nest locations reported in Peck and James (1983) in the
"Breeding Birds of Ontario" were all within 75km (46mi) of one another and within 95km (60mi) of Hudson
Bay. Golden Eagles are usually cliff nesters; the lowlands of northern Ontario around Hudson Bay
generally lack the numerous high cliffs found in Quebec. As Golden Eagles keep increasing, it is possible
that a thin breeding population will establish itself on the rugged Canadian Shield where there are more zyxwvutsrqponm
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cliffs, but this area also has fewer open areas for hunting. Godfrey (1986) in 'The Birds of Canada" says
that Golden Eagles historically nested in southern Ontario near Bancroft and at Mazinaw Lake now part of
Bon Echo Provincial Park. I expect that there will be a gradual increase of breeding Golden Eagles
throughout Ontario in suitable habitat. Most of the Goldens seen in Ontario are migrants from Quebec. For
example, a fall migrant Golden Eagle was tracked by satellite from its nest near Hudson Bay in Quebec. It
crossed the mouth of James Bay from Quebec into Ontario. This water crossing is about 200km or 120
miles. Later this Golden apparently crossed mid-Lake Ontario into New York State.
Why are eastern Golden Eagles increasing?
• DDT: Bald Eagles were devastated by DDT, but it is less clear what effect DDT had on Golden Eagles
in eastern Canada. DDT was banned in Canada in 1971 and in the United States in 1972.
• Until the late 1960's, strychnine poison was used commonly in Ontario to kill wolves. Many woodsmen
routinely carried this poison with them. Dead deer and moose killed by wolves were laced with
strychnine to kill the wolves. When the ravens and eagles returned to eat the leftovers of the wolves,
they too were often poisoned. The sale of strychnine and poisoning of wildlife are now prohibited in
Ontario. It is a little known fact that many Golden Eagles (mainly adults) winter in central Ontario and
southern Quebec in areas of deer concentrations. After a wolf pack kills a deer and the wolves feed,
the ravens, eagles and foxes eat the leftovers. Because wolves kill deer at regular intervals, the
eagles always have a regular food supply in winter in areas of deep snow cover and extreme cold.
• Trapp ing: many people legally trap fur bearing animals in Ontario. These fur bearers include wolf,
coyote, fisher, marten and many other species valued for their fur. Formerly, Golden Eagles were
sometimes caught in leg hold and Conibear traps because the eagles were attracted to the meat used
as bait. Fortunately, fewer eagles are caught now because there are more restrictions on leg hold
traps and trappers are better trained to set traps to minimize incidental catches. On several occasions
I have seen or heard about Golden Eagles being caught in neck snares set for wolves. A few years
ago, we released an adult Golden Eagle unharmed from a wolf snare.
• Shooting: both Baid and Goiden Eagles are protecfed in Ontario under the provincial Endangered
Species Act. It is not clear whether firearms contributed to the decline of eagles, and I am not implying
that responsible hunters were ever shooting eagles. Nevertheless, today there are more restrictions
on when, where, and how firearms are used.
In summary, I attribute the increase in Golden Eagles to the combination of banning DDT, laws prohibiting
poisons such as strychnine, less use of leg hold traps and better education of trappers to avoid incidental
catches, public appreciation of birds of prey, and greater restrictions and higher penalties for shooting
eagles .• :. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Editor - in my experience, hawk humour is difficultto come by, this one is courtesy of Bruce Harschnitz ...

As migration approached, two elderly vultures doubted they could make the trip south, so they decided to
go by airplane. When they checked their baggage, the attendant noticed that they were carrying two dead
raccoons. "Do you wish to check the raccoons through as luggage?" she asked. "No, thanks," replied the
vultures. "They're carrion." .:.
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH MIGRATION CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL CONSERVATION AREA
NOTES:
1. Species initials and Right (» or Left «)zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
arrow:
This combination indicates the start (» or end «) of the normal (at Beamer) migration period for that species.
The same in bold type indicates the start or end of a noticeable peak period for that species. The box in which
this combination is located indicates the day and month on which the period is likely to start or end.
2. A number, followed by species initial, followed by a slash (I)
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
and a two-digit number:
In this combination, the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first; the two-digit number
following the IzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
indicates the year in which this occurred. The box in which this combination is located indicates
the day and month on which the event occurred. Example: 655 RS/94 in the March 23rd box indicates that the
highest number of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded in one day was 655, seen on March 23rd, 1994.
TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS - Osprey
SK - American Swallow-tailed Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
NH - Northern Harrier

FH - Ferruginous Hawk
AK - American Kestrel
ME - Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon
PR - Prairie Falcon
GF - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
NG - Northern Goshawk
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk

The following information, based on 25 years of data from the Beamer Hawkwatch, has been updated to show
significant 2000 events.
Largest number of raptors in one season: 19,724 in 1985.
NH>, SS>, CH>, RT>, RL>, AK>, begin February 20.
MARCH
1
RT>NG>

8
TV>

-

2
GE>

3
RS>

4

5

6
BE>

7

9

10

11
RL>

12
AK>

13
CH>R5>

14

<

15

16

17

22

744 RT/96
23
NH>

24

29

9 BE/94
655 RS/94
30

18
BE>

7 GEl86
25

11 NG/84
31
OS>

19

20
TV>ME>
PF>

26
55>
2 PF/91
7 GE/88
748 TV/88

27

44 AKl90
21

28

2 PF/90

1 BV/OO
Largest # of raptors In month: 5,670 In March 1988; largest # of raptors In one day In month: 2,080 on March 26th,
1988.
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APRIL
1

8
OS><RS

706 TRl87
15
BW>
1 SK/94
1 SW/94*
22

1 SW/88
29 .

2 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
3
4
5
6

9

16
<BE

2 PF/90
23

7 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcb

1 BV/91
11

50 CH/93
28 NH/93
12

13

14

17

18

22 RU91
160S/92
19

1 FH/92
20

28 NH/91
21

24
<OS

1 SW/96*
35 NH/96
1556 SS/76
25
<TV
6 ME/96
2 PF/94
1 SW/94*

1 PRl95**
26

1 GF/77
1 SW/93
27

1 SW/85
6,007 BW/85
28

1 SW/93*

1 SW/98*
12 BE/96
4 GE/96

2 PF/91
10
BW>

30
<RL

2 SW/98*
Largest # of raptors In month: 15,012 In Apn11984; largest # of raptors In one day In month: 7,007 on Apnl21st,
1985.
* Sighting not reviewed/accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
** First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario

MAY
1

2

3

4
<RT

8

9

10
<GE

11

15
<BW
<RL<ME

16

17

22

23

24

5

6
<PF

7

1 SW/89
12
<NH<AK

13
<CH<BE

14
<55

18

19

20

21

25
<OS

26

27

28

31
<TV<NH
<SS<CH
<NG<RS
<AK
BW and RT continue beyond May 31st.
Largest # of raptors in month: 2,695 in May 1980; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 1,492 on May 4th, 1989.
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