Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch

zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfe

Newsletter No. 20, February 2000
BRIAN RATCLIFF TO SPEAK
AT APRIL 15TH BANQUET

TENTH ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY, APRIL 21ST

The Year 2000 NPH Annual General Meeting and NPH will again invite the public to view the migrating hawks
banquet will be held at Puddicombe Farms on Hwy. 8 in when we hold our tenth annual Open House on April 21 st.
Winona on Saturday, April 15th. The evening's Guest Let's hope for a good flight - and an improvement in the
Speaker will be Brian Ratcliffe, a member of the NPH weather over last year's fog! This is the first time Open House
Executive for several years after the formal NPH was day has fallen this late in April, so members are hoping for a
founded in 1990. Brian, who now lives in Thunder Bay, good Broad-wing flight to show visitors what a big day is
is the Coordinator of Project Peregrine for the Thunder really like. In case of very bad weather, events will be
Bay Field Naturalists. The club started hacking postponed to Saturday, April 22nd.
Peregrine Falcons locally in 1989 and 87 young birds Bruce, Laurie and Stuart Mckenzie have agreed to organize
were released. Monitoring of the 12-15 active Peregrine this year's Open House. Members of the Hawkwatch
nests in Thunder Bay region started in 1996, and 90 stationed in the centre of the circle and at the point will help
chicks have been banded at the nest. Brian's talk is visitors to see and identify raptors passing over Beamer.
(Volunteers are needed - please contact the Mackenzies at
accompanied by a slide presentation.
Socializing and the bucket raffle begin at 5pm. The Beamer or by phone at (905) 643-4526.) We are again trying
4>efore supper wine tasting starts at 5: 15. Members of to arrange a rehabilitated raptor to be released at the Open
.he zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
NyH will select the wines for the evening in HOU5~.
advance, allowing us to make sure they are chilled The very welcome coffee truck will be parked in the circle
properly if required. Dinner will start around 6:15. and the special kids program with Carla Carlson of Niagara
Keith and Karen Dieroff will look after the ever popular Nature Tours will run at l l am and noon. Bruce Duncan will
again give his popular "Hawk Talks" for visitors on the hour
bucket raffle (donations are still needed).
This will be an enjoyable evening so get your tickets from 11 am - 2pm. As in past years, there will also be displays
now. The room can accommodate 42 people; 30 tickets from birding and nature organizations, including our hosts,
are still available, priced at $20 for members and $25 for the Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority, and the
nonmembers. Call John Stevens or Mike Street to make Ontario Field Ornithologists.
arrangements for a ticket, or Keith Dieroff for a rafile Be sure to invite your family and friends; it should be a good
donation - phone numbers are in the Executive listing day for them and for the birds too.
elsewhere in this newsletter.
MORE WEEKDAY COUNTERS NEEDED

Counters are need on all weekdays, but especially
Wednesdays and Fridays this season. If you can count on
an extra weekday or two it will be a big help.
This year Marcie Jacklin will schedule Counters, assisting
Paul Surnmerskill who is the overall Coordinator of
Counters. If you did not count last year but can help this
~ason, please call Marcie at (905) 892-3108 to schedule
.iur 2000 hawkwatching day(s).
We especially need coverage at the beginning and end of

the season. While early March can be slow, and in May
most people want to head to the woods for warblers, our
work also needs attention. If enough people offer to help, it
should be easy to fill in all the dates.
If you are interested in learning to become a counter, be
sure to let Marcie know. Many of our observers are glad to
share the work and help newcomers, and we will also have
our Hawk ID Workshop on weekends from March 25th
through April 30th.
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IN MEMORIAM

- JOHN F. (JACK) RYAN zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQP

.•.
Jack Ryan, a very active member of the Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch, passed away at West Lincoln Memorial Hospital ~
in Grimsby on November 9, 1999 after a brief illness. He is survived by his brother Pat and sister-in-law Elda of St. zyxwvuts
\J
Catharines.
Jack started as a counter under the guidance of Walter Klabunde and over the years developed a reputation as a skilled
caller and patient teacher. In recent years Jack was Head Counter three days a week for the entire season at Beamer.
Noted for his quiet sense of humour, he really enjoyed the raptors which fly over the Niagara Peninsula every spring.
Jack was a dear friend who will be sadly missed.

ROY BAKER MISSING IN AFRICA
NPH member and counter Roy Baker of Bolton, Ontario was reported missing September 12th, 1999 while on a birding
trip in Gabon, West Africa. According to reports, Roy had been with an advance group of the party which was trying to
find the elusive and rare Gray-necked Rock Fowl in a remote cave. After hurting his leg in a fall, Roy stayed behind on
the trail to wait for the second group of birders. Only when the two parties reunited at the end of the day was it realized
that he was not with either group, and a search started.
Despite great expense, spurred on by Roy's son and daughter who flew to the scene in an effort to get sluggish
governments to help, no trace of him was found. The family continues to hope for some news.
Roy has been corning to Beamer to watch the raptors for many years, and has been an official counter since at least 1989.
He was familiar, even to people who did not know his name, as the hawkwatcher with the huge 15x binoculars.

THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIH
by Mike Street
You know, it still amazes me how quickly the time goes Unfortunately, only a couple of members came forward to
between the close-of -the season

_!1

May- l Sth .and the

expected warm spell the following January. For me the first
stirrings of the coming raptor season came on January 2nd
when an adult Bald Eagle flew into view shortly after I
started the daytime part of the Fisherville Christmas count.
More "Beamer dreaming" was brought on by a nice day in
the country south of Hamilton on January 8th, which
produced Red-tails, Kestrels, Harriers and a couple of
Rough-legs, including a beautiful dark phase bird which
flew by only a few feet away. For hawkwatchers the Year
2000 really starts on March 1 stl
As you will have read elsewhere in the newsletter, 1999 did
not end well for the NPH. First Roy Baker disappeared
while on a trip to Africa, and then a short time later Jack
Ryan passed away suddenly. Jack, along with Tom
Reavley, had been the Official Counter mainstay, covering
three days a week for the past few seasons. Roy, a regular
who drove over 100km one way to get to Beamer, acted as
Official Counter and also helped out when he was not "on
duty". We will miss Jack and Roy.
Last year, I pointed out to the membership that most NPH
Executives have served for five years or more and that it
was time for new people to come aboard and help. I also
advised that I wanted to step down as President this year.

help. "-fie hevcrcshafflcd
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duties tolighterr loads, butI

and other Execs would like some relief. NPH work does
take a little time and some dedication, but over a year the
load is relatively light. Please consider giving some of your
time to a good cause. If you can help, or would like more
information, please talk to me or any other of the Execs at
Beamer, or call me at the number in the next paragraph.
Any help will be appreciated.
As in past years, we will again try to pass on our
knowledge to others through the Hawk ID Workshop.
Many people want to learn to identify raptors but are a bit
intimidated by the weekend serum around the official
counter. Having a free service in the middle of the circle
has proven popular, so we will repeat it again in 2000 on
Saturdays and Sundays from March 25th through April
30th. Anyone who wants to learn about identifying raptors
is welcome; just look for the sign. Experienced people
willing to help the learners are needed. Please contact me at
(905) 648-3737.
Thanks in advance to all our 2000 counters, especially Tom
Reavley who will again cover three days a week, and to
Paul Summerskill and Marcie Jacklin who will help
coordinate things. I'm looking forward to seeing them and
all of you at Beamer.'
\J
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BEAMER - THE FIRST TEN YEARS 1975 -1984 (PART n
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by Dave Copeland
1980
draw flack which ultimately led to AI Wormington firing
During the 1980 season, we made major upgrades in our off a terse letter to the editor of American Birds.
hawkwatching facilities at the parking lot. The Niagara NEWSFLASH - Beamer parking lot; the outhouse has
Peninsula Conservation Authority (NPCA) installed a privy survived the winter without being vandalized. But even
on the north side of the parking lot in the open. We had after needed repairs were made, users could still see
them move it into the woods later. A hawk migration sign outside and Bruce Trail hikers could see in. "How's it
was also added to the existing sign on Ridge Road. Our goin' eh". Then we noticed you could see passing hawks
coverage also expanded with observers covering March 1 st through the cracks in the outhouse door, so we began
until May 30th.
keeping an outhouse list - total: 2 sharpies.
Raptor numbers went up to 14,706 with the Turkey Vulture 1982
count exploding to 611 birds, twice as many as the Coverage in 1982 began on February 27th, a bit early.
previous spring. May sightings of a mature Red-shouldered Numbers were off a bit over the previous seasons at 12,000,
Hawk suggested a nesting pair in the area. On April 25th due mainly to low numbers of Broad-wings. Paul Wilson
of the Hamilton Spectator interviewed Walt in early March.
and 26th, we recorded 3,600 Broad-wings.
During May, we encountered the local black fly hatch out. On a sad note, Walter lost his fellow observer, Jack
Despite the extended coverage in May, raptor numbers did Laughton of Grimsby, who had passed away during the
not increase significantly over the previous year.
winter.
NEWSFLASH - Beamer parking lot; Walt establishes the Prior to the count, we had heard of a spectacular Goshawk
"Klabunde Line" (coined by George Meyers). From hence migration during the previous fall. At Hawk Ridge in
forth, no hawk would be counted until it crossed the Duluth, Minnesota, they had counted several. thousand.
parking lot. On subsequent mornings, I would arrive and However, we were not sure what to expect at Beamer. The
r"5k Walt what the count was. He would gingerly reply, "8!" previous Goshawk incursion had been in the early '70's
just prior to our early years at Beamer.
. g the previous
Our 7th spring at Beamer was lucky indeed. Our count spring, we had recorded eight Goshawks and only three in
ted 23, mostly
soared to 15,923, buoyed up by a spectacular Broad-wing 1980. By the end of March, we had
flight of 6,904 individuals. Big days were the 19th with adults. The timing of the flight correspo ded to the flight
2,199, the 26th with 1,729, and the 27th with 2,120. of adult Red-shouldered Hawks. Would e Goshawk flight
Coverage was once again started March 1st, which wasn't continue through April? Yes! 25
were tallied,
early enough as wintering owls and Red-tails had moved including a spectacular tree top flight of ~tght immature on
out in February. Although I had arranged, per Walt's the 25th. This day turned out to be the bi day for the '82
request, to have the roadway plowed, it wasn't necessary count with 1,800 birds tallied. The parkin' lot was jammed
with hawkwatchers who enjoyed a fligh of 11 different
this spring.
The outhouse survived the first winter, but required some species.
repairs. The NPCA gave us permission to mark compass At season's end, Goshawk numbers stood at 54, surpassing
directions on a rock, advising us that any wind vane would the total previous seven year count. Ro gh-legged Hawk
last but only for a few days. We published our first numbers tripled and nearly 5,000 Sh ies had been
newsletter, "The Grimsby Hawkwatcher", which appeared counted. TV camera crews appeared from CHCH-TV
Hamilton and we appeared on the pm and 11 pm
in The Wood Duck and was distributed at the parking lot.
On Sunday, January 25th, a group of us gathered at 8pm at newscasts. We were famous! Experimenti g continued at
my house to discuss future plans for the hawkwatch. The secondary sites with meager results.
meeting was delayed about one hour due to a leaky rad and NEWSFLASH - Beamer parking lot; John Vanhalen arrives
stranded hawk watcher. Bruce Duncan made the suggestion on his Suzuki 500. He disembarks and ioins the watch.
at this meeting that we closely monitor the age of There is nothing happening. John spot a distant bird
Goshawks during the upcoming spring. After the business through his 7x35 Karl Wetzlers. He has e cellent eyesight.
('.as concluded, Barry Cherriere put on an impressive slide Excited ladies from the Grimsby Garden Club attending a
d by in great
show. The meeting finally concluded at lam .. Our reporting club outing, led by George Meyers,
of large numbers of Red-shouldered Hawks continued to
anticipation. After five minutes, no one els has seen the

mle
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bird. John still has it. Then, Roy Baker announces "I've got hours of observation, as well as the weather and hawk
~
your bird, it's a Goldfinch". John, without taking his sightings. During 1983, we average 24.2 hawks per hour of ---... .
glasses down, sternly replies, "it's not a f------ Goldfinch, observation. However" this quickly dropped to two hawks V
it's a Sharp-shinned Hawk". I slowly lowered my binos to per hour when Vern Evans was at the parking lot.
witness astonished expressions on the faces of the ladies 1984
from the Grimsby Garden Club who were standing right This is our tenth year at Beamer and out best in terms of
beside us. As hawkwatch coordinator, I felt obligated to numbers! Over 18,300 raptors are counted including 67
say something. I immediately redress Mr. Vanhalen, Goshawks. Again, the flight was early with 236 Red-tails
pointing out that this is a public park. John acknowledges sighted on February 23rd and 24th. However, it soon shut
and offers quiet apology. I then sought the shelter of a down with snow emergencies being declared on March 1 st.
nearby van, behind which Barry Cherriere and Neil Byers During the next three weeks, we recorded less than 100
were laughing uncontrollably.
raptors.
On the 24th of March, the migration finally got underway
1983
The 1983 Goshawk flight was even more spectacular than with a record 11 Goshawks among the 'tails and
the previous year. A total of 73 Goshawks were recorded, 'shoudereds. On April 3rd, a spectacular flight of 211
although the March flight was off somewhat due to fog, Red-shoudereds was observed. Big days were April 26th
rain and snow on several key dates. A brave handful of with 3,683 raptors counted, including two Golden Eagles
observers spotted nine Goshawks on April 2nd when skies and April 28th with 4,108 raptors counted, including 2,776
were gray and the east wind was howling. These birds kited Broad-wings and 1,231 Sharpies. During the first decade at
and tacked in the high wind. They were not observed Beamer, we counted approximately 100,000 raptors.
flapping, soaring or gliding. On April 18th, we were treated The 1984 observers were: Roy Baker, Neil Byers, Barry
to another wonderful Goshawk day with eight individuals, Cherriere, Mike Clark, yours truly, Bob Curry, Jim Dowall,
both adult and immature, flying low over the parking lot Vern Evans, Denys Gardiner, Walt Klabunde, Kevin
McLaughlin, George Meyers, John Olmstead, and Peter
from the direction of the Hempine.
There were better things to come. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
\11 e had out first big Thoem.
Eagle day on the 29th of April with four Golden and two NEWSFLASH - Beamer parking lot; there is much
. Bald in a flight of 1,800 raptors that included 1,249 excitement at the parking lot today. Bob Curry has just
Broad-wings. There had been 1,916 Broad-wings the arrived from Mud Lake over near the Welland Canal where
previous day. The Eagle procession started at 12:25pm EST he spotted a wild duck. Birders requesting details of the
and ended at 2:28pm EST. Our final '83 tally of 13,710 sighting immediately surround Bob. Walter notices the
raptors included 3,150 Red-tails and 895 Turkey Vultures. commotion and asks me what Bob has seen. I reply, I
Quote of the year was from Roy Baker during a Hamilton thought he had seen a wild duck. But, now I hear them
Spectator interview in which Mr. Baker, then age 50 of talking about a European pigeon. I said in any case, it's
probably an escapee Sharp-shin Walt.
Bolton, exclaimed, "This is my Mecca." zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
NEWSFLASH - Beamer parking lot; we now record the
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HA WKW ATCH MIGRATION CALENDAR
FOR BEAMER MEMORIAL CONSERVATION AREA
NOTES:
1. Species initials and Right (» or Left «) arrow:
This combination indicates the start
or end
of the normal (at Beamer) migration period for that species. The
same in bold type indicates the start or end of a noticeable peak period for that species. The box in which this
combination is located indicates the day and month on which the period is likely to start or end.
2. A number, followed by species initial, followed by a slash (I) and a two-digit number:
In this combination, the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first; the two-digit number
following the IzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
indicates the year in which this occurred. The box in which this combination is located indicates the
day and month on which the event occurred. Example: 655 RS/94
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
in the March 23rd box indicates that the highest
number of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded in one day was 655, seen on March 23rd, 1994.

c-

TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS - Osprey
SK - American Swallow-tailed Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle
NH - Northern Harrier

«)

SS - Sharp-shinned Hawk
CH - Cooper's Hawk
NG - Northern Goshawk
RS - Red-shouldered Hawk
RT - Red-tailed Hawk
SW - Swainson's Hawk
RL - Rough-legged Hawk

FH - Ferruginous Hawk
AK - American Kestrel
ME - Merlin
PF - Peregrine Falcon
PR - Prairie Falcon
GF - Gyrfalcon
BW - Broad-winged Hawk

The following information, based on 24 years of data from the Beamer Hawkwatch, has been updated to show significant
1998 events.
.argest number of raptors in one season: 19,724 in 1985.
NH>, SS>, CH>, RT>, RL>, AK>, begin February 20.
MARCH zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
1
RT>NG>

2
GE>

3
RS>

4

5

6
BE>

7

8

9

10

11
RL>

12
AK>

13
CH>RS>

14

15

16

17

18
BE>

19

20
TV>ME>
PF>

22

744 RT/96
23
NH>

24

26
SS>
2 PF/91
7 GE/88
748 TV/88

27

TV>

I

29

9BE/94
655 RS/94
30

11 NGJ84
31
OS>

7 GE/86
25

44AKJ90
21 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVU

28

2 PF/90

rI
Largest # of raptors in month: 5,670 in March 1988; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 2,080 on March 26th, 1988.
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APRIL zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
2
3
4
5
1 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

8
OS><RS

706 RT/87
15
BW>

I SKl94
1 SW/94*
22

1 SW/88
29

9

16
<BE

2 PF/90
23

6

7 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVU

1 BV/91
11

50 CHJ93
28NHJ93
12

13

14

17

18

22 RLl91
160S/92
19

I FHJ92
20

28 NHI91
21

24
<OS

I SW/96*
35 NH/96
1556 SS!76
25
<TV
6ME196
2 PF/94
1 SW/94*

1 PRl95**
26

1 GF!77
1 SW/93
27

1 SW/85
6,007 BW/85
28

1 SW/93*

I SW/98*
12 BE/96
4 GE/96

2 PF/91
10
BW>

30
<RL

2 SW/98*
4 GE/83

Largest # of raptors in month: 15,012 in April 1984; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 7,007 on April 21st, 1985.
* Sighting not reviewed/accepted by Ontario Bird Records Committee
** First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario

MAY
1

2

3

4
<RT

8

9

10
<GE

11

15
<BW
<RL<ME

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

31
<TV<NH
<SS<CH
<NG<RS
<AK

5

6
<PF

7

1 SW/89
12
<NH<AK

13
<CH<BE

14
<SS

18

19

20

21

25
<OS

26

27

28

BW and RT continue beyond May 31st.
Largest # of raptors in month: 2,695 in May 1980; largest # of raptors in one day in month: 1,492 on May 4th, 1989.

