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DAVE COPELAND TO SPEAK AT APRIL
BANQUET - OUR 25TH YEAR

Once again our annual banquet and general meeting
will be held at Puddicombe Farms on Hwy. 8 in
Winona. Changes made at the winery in the last year
will allow us to start things off at 5PM and conduct our
own wine tasting session. The evening's Guest Speaker
will be Dave Copeland, one of the founders of the
Hawkwatch at Beamer CA. Dave will tell about the
early days and some of the unusual things which have
happened over the years.
Socializing and the bucket raffle will begin at 5PM. The
pre-supper wine tasting starts at 5:15PM. Members of
the NPH will select the wines for the evening in
advance, ensuring they are chilled properly if required.
Dinner will start around 6:15PM. Keith and Karen
Dieroff will look after the ever popular bucket raffle
(donations are still needed).
This will be an enjoyable evening so get your tickets
now. The room can accommodate 42 people; 30 tickets
are still available, priced at $20 for members and $25
for non-members. Call Mike Street or John Stevens to
make arrangements for a ticket(s) or Keith Dieroff for a
raffle donation - phone numbers are in the Executive
listing in this newsletter .• :.

COUNTERS

NINTH ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE
FRIDAY, APRIL 2ND

17TH

STILL NEEDED FOR 1999 SEASON

This year Mike Street will schedule Counters, assisting
Paul Summerskill who is the overall coordinator of
Counters. Please call Mike at (905) 648-3737to schedule
1999 hawk watching day(s).
We especially need coverage at the beginning and end
of the season. While early March can be slow, and in
May most people want to head to the woods for
warblers, our work also needs attention. If enough
people offer to help, it should be easy to fill in all the
dates.
If you are interested in learning to become a counter, be
sure to let Mike know. Many of our observers are glad
to share the work and help newcomers, and we will
also have our Hawk ID Workshop on weekends from
March 27 through April 25 .• :.

The NPH will be inviting the public to view the
migrating hawks when we hold our ninth annual
Open House on April 2nd.
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSR
Let's hope for good weather
and a good flight - if we have an early and warm
spring, as happened last year, anything is possible. In
case of really bad weather, events will be postponed to
Saturday, April 3rd•
Members of the Hawkwatch stationed in the center of
the circle and at the point will help visitors to see and
identify raptors passing over Beamer. (Volunteers are
needed - please contact Mike Street.) A highlight of
Open House day for the past few years has been the
release of a rehabilitated raptor. This year we hope to
see a Peregrine Falcon or a Red-tailed Hawk released
around 1PM.
The very welcome coffee truck will be parked in the
circle and the special kids program with Carla Carlson
of Niagara Nature Tours will run at llAM and noon.
Bruce Duncan will again give his popular 'Hawk
Talks' for visitors on the hour from llAM-2PM, and
we hope to have the folks from the Mountsberg
Raptor Centre present once more. As in past years,
there will also be displays from birding and nature
organizations, including our hosts, the Niagara
Peninsula Conservation Authority, and the Ontario
Field Ornithologists.
Be sure to invite your family and friends; it should be
a good day for them and for the birds too .• :.
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THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
by Mike Street

I think that this is going to be an interesting season. We
have had two years of unusually late winter and early
spring weather, with respectable but less than average
total counts, so many of us are hoping for a barn burner.
Keep your fingers crossed!
One of the benefits of the Internet is that there is now a
terrific amount of good weather information available to
those of us who are online - multi-day weather system
maps and forecasts, jet stream maps and, especially,
weather radar. Want to know what it's like on the Niagara
Peninsula any morning? Just do an Internet search for
'BuffaloNexrad' - you'll be amazed. With a bit of work
and study, sooner rather than later we're going to be able
to predict good flights at Beamera few days ahead.

welcome; just look for the sign. Experienced people
willing to help the learners are needed. Please contact me
at (905) 648-3737.

V

Members may have noted that most members of the
Executive have served for five years or more. As the
Hawkwatch approaches its 25th Anniversary, it is time to
bring some new blood aboard. I have advised the other
members of the Executivethat I will be stepping down as
President next year, and would like to take on another
role with NPH at that time. Some of the other Execs
would like a change too. NPH work is not onerous, either
physically or in terms of time required, but it does take a
little time and some dedication. Please consider giving
some of yours to a good cause. If you can help, or would
like more information, my phone number is just one
paragraph up, or talk to me or any other of the Execs at
Beamer.Any help will be appreciated.

Again this year we will be trying to pass on our
knowledge to others through the Hawk ID Workshop.
Many people want to learn to identify raptors but are a bit
intimidated by the weekend serum around the official
Thanks in advance to all our 1999counters, especiallyJack
counter. Having a free service in the middle of the circle
Ryan and Tom Reavley who will again be our anchors,
has proven popular, so we will repeat it again in 1999on
and to Paul Summerskillwho will help coordinate things.
Saturdays and Sundays from March 27 through April 25.
I'm looking forward to seeing them and all of you at
Anyone who wants to learn about identifying raptors is zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Beamer.1999REALLYSTARTSMARCH1! .:.

THE HAWK MIGRATION ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA
By John Stevens

In late 1997,I was acclaimedas a member of the Board of
Directors of the Hawk Migration Association of North
America (HMANA) when only nine nominations were
received for nine positions. This is the first of what I hope
will be a regular report to the NPHW Newsletter.
HISTORY
In 1974, a conference on hawk migration, organized by
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary and the National (US)
Audubon Society,was held in Syracuse,NY. One result of
the conference was the birth of HMANA which was
incorporated in early 1975as a not for profit, all volunteer
organization. Its purpose was to conserve raptor
populations, to advance knowledge of raptor migration,
to monitor migrant raptor populations and to provide,
through the use of standard reporting forms and
procedures, a data bank on migration for the use of
professionaland amateur ornithologists.
Early efforts by HMANA included; publication of the
proceedings of the 1974 conference; development of a
standardized count form (substantially revised in 1978
and modified in 1992);organization of regional districts
for purposes of reporting data; publication of a semiannual newsletter containing seasonal reports of the
watches; and organizing additional conferences.Over the
years, HMANA evolved as membership grew and hawk

watches were established across the continent. The
newsletter became the Journal in 1998 under the
editorship of Jeff Dodge, still published semi-annually
with issues devoted to the spring and fall migrations.
Regional reporting areas changed to more closely reflect
flight routes rater than geographical or political
boundaries. Eight conferences have been held with the
next one scheduled for June 8-11,2000in the 25th year of
the organization.
More recent developments have included the publication
of Hawk Flights, a newsletter to members between
Journal issues, establishment of an electronic
communication forum, BIRDHAWK listserv, and
initiation of an internet wet site, found at

http://www.hmana.org.

OUTLOOK
Wildlife watching has become a big business. By 1996,
direct expenditures in the U.s. were $29.2billion with the
industry impact being $85.4 billion or .79% of the U.s.
Gross National Product. The growth rate exceeds that of
the economy as a whole by about a factor of 2. A similar
impact is suspected to exist in Canada. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFE
V
One result has been an increase in the number and
membership totals of organizations for the birdwatching zyxwvu
continued on page 3
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documentation,
forms, and techniques,
in
accordance with standardized scientific methods;
b) providing
technical support,
as needed to
improve data collections and analysis procedures,
at existing count sites;
c) providing inspiration, expertise and training in
support of local volunteers to facilitate the startup of new count sites, especially in regions where
data are lacking; and
d)
providing
technical support for each site for the
BUSINESS PLAN
analysis
and
interpretations of migration count
The HMANA Board of Directors recognized a need for
data.
change and, at a meeting in December 1997, adopted a
4) To provide and maintain a central depository for
revised mission statement:
migration data to facilitate its use in accordance with
"To conserve raptor populations through the scientific
the HMANA Data Release Policy.
study, enjoyment and appreciation of raptor migration."
S) To ensure the timely dissemination of migration
A number of goals were established which generally
counts and trends to HMANA members, the scientific
represent a continuation and rededication of ongoing
community,
public
and
private
agencies,
initiatives. At a Board meeting in January 1999, an
conservationists,
and
the
general
public
to
promote
ambitious business plan was initiated to achieve the goals.
the cause of raptor conservation by;
These goals include; zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
a) Communication through publications, web pages
1) To inspire and educate the public on the value of
and
email
list-server
(BIRDHA WK), and
hawk migration studies and to facilitate broad public
conferences.
involvement at count sites by supporting local efforts
b) Collaboration with organizations which have
to provide meaningful
watchable wildlife and
similar missions.
educational opportunities. It is a goal of HMANA to
Briefly, the business plan incorporates a major change by
promote conservation. of h=wks tPT0Ugh the
which: the organization will move to hire staff beginning
advancement
of scientific theory and education
with a program director. One of the first functions of this
outreach.
employee will be to raise funds. In order to get the
To expand HMANA's membership and involve
program underway, a campaign has been launched to
members
in high-priority
raptor
conservation
raise start-up funds during 1999 so that the new program
activities at local, regional, and national levels.
director can start in 2000.
3) To coordinate scientific, volunteer-based
raptor
More about this in my next report, but in the interim, if
migrations counts to monitor the status, trends, and
anyone wishes more information about HMANA, please
distributional changes of migrant raptor populations
contact me, either at the hawk watch or through
across the continent by;
information given ~lsewhere in this newsletter .• :. zyxwvutsrqponm
a) ensuring site-specific standardization
of data
collections
through
protocol
and
written
public.

The

NPHW

is

a

small

example.

HMANA

membership, after an initial period of growth, has leveled
off between 7-800 members since 1984. Like many
volunteer organizations, the operations have come to rely
on a small group of people. Because of the increased
demand on their time; some drop-out, compounding the
work load for the remainder. Present conditions of the
public's interest suggest that HMANA could playa larger
role. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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MIGRANT RAPTORS AND BREEDING OWLS OF THE REDHILL VALLEY

I
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By Rosalind Chaundy

In the spring of 19%, a migratory hawk and breeding owl survey was conducted in the Redhill Valley, Hamilton, Ontario.
This study was done to provide information to the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority on the behaviour of
migrating raptors as they passed the Redhill Valley and to determine if the valley is a suitable place to have a public hawk
watch. Surveys were also done for breeding owls to determine which species and how many of each were currently found
in the valley.
Field work for the study was conducted between March
12 and May 9, 1996. The days chosen were those that were
thought to have the best weather for migrating raptors,
although it was not always possible. The site chosen for
the watch was at the top of the Niagara Escarpment on an
old, unused ski hill situated near the junction of Mohawk
Rd. and Mountain Brow Blvd. on the east side of the city
of Hamilton. The hawk watch data was also compared
with hawk watch data from the Beamer Conservation
Area, Crimsby, a site about 20 km to the east (Table 1).
This site is about 1.5 km away from Lake Ontario and on
top of the Niagara Escarpment.

A COMPARISON OF MICRA TINC RAPTOR
NUMBERS BETWEEN THE REDHILL VALLEY
AND BEAMER CONSERVATION AREA
ADJUSTED
IDENTIFIED
REDHILL
BEAMER
SPECIES
TOTAL
TOTAL*
TV
929
1113
4
OS
17
BE
0
13
NH
16
61
141
SS
966
In total, 1,506 migrating raptors were seen from the hawk
CH
14
90
watch site in the Redhill Valley. Turkey Vultures made up
NC
1
4
a disproportionate number of the birds that were seen.
7
RS
274
Many of the birds that passed by Beamer Conservation
BW
36
703
Area to the east were not seen at the Redhill Valley hawk
RT
166
1378
. _. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
4 watch site. It is thought that many of the birds wereflying
KL .~23
close to the lake, and therefore were not visible from this
GE
0
6
site. The raptors may also have been more spread out than
AK
12
20
at Beamer.
ME
2
3
PF
1
1
This site would not make a good general public hawk
TOTAL
1343
4672
watch, not only because not enough birds pass by to make
* - Adjusted Beamer Total = Total # seen at Beamer
it interesting but also a large majority of those that do pass
multiplied
by .65 (128.4 hours at Redhill/199 hours at
by are very distant or not visible to the naked eye. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
Beamer) less a further 10% for the difference in the
Small numbers of migrating raptors were found roosting
number of observers.
or hunting in the King's Forest portion of the valley.
Coniferous areas were used by nine Turkey Vultures and
three other raptors found roosting. The several dozen birds of prey thought or known to be hunting in the valley indicate
that although the Redhill Valley is used for feeding by migrant raptors, it is not a major feeding area.
J

Between two and four Great Homed Owls use the valley on a constant basis although no proof of breeding was found in
1996. No proof of breeding was found for Screech Owl either, a species for which it is difficult to confirm breeding.
Nonetheless it is possible that as many as five pairs may breed in the valley. No other species of owl was found despite
the use of tape-recorded calls of Long-eared and Saw-whet owl. .:• zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
: Please forward comments, suggestions or articlesfor the NPH Newsletter to the Editor, BnJCe
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQP
Harschnitz via e-mail •
••
• at M_B_Harschnitz@msn.com
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
or tsa regular mail. Your input and ideas would be appreciated!!!

•.......................................................... •

~
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NIAGARA PENINSULA HAWKWATCH MIGRATION CALENDAR FOR BEAMER CONSERVATION AREA zyxwvutsrqponm
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NOTES:
1) Species initials and Right (~) or Left (~) arrow:
This combination indicates the start (~) or end (~) of the normal (at Beamer) migration period for that
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
type indicates the start or end of a noticeable peak period for that species. The box
species. The same in bold
in which this combination is located indicates the day and month on which the period is likely to start or end. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTS
2) A number, followed by species initial, followed by a slash (/) and a two-digit number:
In this combination, the largest number of that species ever seen in one day is given first; the two-digit
number following the / indicates the year in which this occurred. The box in which this combination is
located indicates the day and month on which the event occurred. Example: 655 RS /94 in the March 23 box
indicates that the highest number of Red-shouldered Hawks recorded in one day was 655, seen on
March 23, 1994.
TV - Turkey Vulture
BV - Black Vulture
OS - Osprey
SK - American Swallow-tailed Kite
BE - Bald Eagle
GE - Golden Eagle

NH SS CH NG RS BW RT SW -

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Swainson's Hawk

RLFHAKMEPF GFPR-

Rough-legged Hawk
Ferruginous Hawk
American Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Gyrfalcon
Prairie Falcon

The following information, based on 24 years of data from the Beamer Hawkwatch, has been updated to show
Significant1998events.
Largest number of raptors in one season: 19,724 in 1985.
NH~, SS~, CH~, RT~, RL~ & AK~ began February 20.
MARCH
1
RT>NG>

2
GE>

3
RS>

4

5

6
BE>

7

8
TV>

9

10

11
RL>

12
AK>

13
CH> R5>

14

15

16

17

18

19

20
TV> ME>
PF>

21

BE>

22

29
,

744 RT 196
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
23
25
26
27
24
NH>
55>
2 PF /91
9 BE /94
7GE /88
655 RS 194
11 NG /84
748 TV /88
30
31
OS>

28

2 PF 190

Largest # of raptors in month: 5,670 in March 1988; Largest # of raptors in one day in month: 2,080on
March 26, 1988.
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APRIL
1

8
OS);><{RS

706 RT /87
15
BW);>
1 SK /94
1 SW /94*
22

1 SW /88
29

6 zyx

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

2 PF /91
10
BW);>

1 BV /92
11

50 CH /93
28NH /93
12

13

14

18

22 RL /91
16 OS /92
19

1 PH /92
20

28 NH /91
21

16
<{BE

17

1 SW /96*
35NH /96
1 GF /77
1 SW /85
2 PF j90
zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
1 PR /95**
155655 /76
1 SW/93
6007BW /85
25
23
24
26
27
28
<{OS
<{IV
6ME /96
1 SW /98*
2 PF /94
12 BE /%
1 SW /94*
1 SW /93*
4 GE /96
30
<{RL zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
* Sighting not reviewed! accepted by Ontario Bird Records

Committee
2SW /98*
4 GE /83

** First accepted Prairie Falcon record in Ontario

Largest # of raptors in month: 15,012 in April 1984; Largest # of raptors in one day in month: 7,007 on
April 21, 1985.
"'""1

MAY

~-----.---2

3

4

5

<{RT

6-- --

--'-'7,-

-_ -

<{PF

8

9

10
<{GE

11

1 SW /89
12
<{NH<{AK

13
<{CH<{BE

14
<{SS

15
<{BW
<{RL<{ME

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
<{OS

26

27

28

.
31
29 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
30
-<i(TV-<i(NH
-<i(SS-<i(CH
-<i(NG-<i(RS
-<i(AK

BW and RT continue beyond May 31.

Largest # of raptors in month: 2,695 in May 1980; Largest # of raptors in one day in month: 1,492 on May 4, 1989.

